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Forthcoming meetings
November 3, 2009

Mr. Tarun Vijay, Director of the
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Re-
search Foundation, to speak on
“Global mission of India”.

November 10, 2009
The Rotary Club of Bombay’s

Public Award for Social Service to
be presented to Dr. Shielu Srinivasan.

November 17, 2009
Dr. R. Chidambaram, Principal

Scientific Adviser to the government
of India, to address the subject,
“Nuclear energy and climate
change”.

When Mr. Bill Gates made his
first donation of $100 million

to The Rotary Foundation (in No-
vember, 2007) to enable it to wipe
out polio from the face of the earth,
he had wondered whether Rotarians
would match his contribution. Ro-
tary had accepted his generosity and
announced its own $100 Million Chal-
lenge to match the Microsoft
founder’s philanthropy.

And when he announced another
$255 million (on January 21, 2009),
Rotary raised its own target of col-
lection to $200 million – the money
to be collected by the year 2012.

In a sudden development that
has surprised everyone, Rotary

$200 Million Challenge sparked by
Bill Gates: Rotary at half-way mark

has announced that well before
the end of 2009 the collections on
this score have already neared the
half-way mark.

As of October 21, 2009, Rotary
has collected a cool $99 million –
virtually the half-way mark as far
as the target of $200 million is
concerned.

This happened despite the deep-
ening recession and the economic
meltdown. According to Rotary In-
ternational, ambitious Rotary Clubs
have employed creative ideas to meet
the target and have been helped in no
small measure by the generosity of
individual Rotarians.

(Continued on Page 7)

WE ARE BETTER PREPARED TO FACE TERRORISM
NOW, CLAIMS POLICE COMMISSIONER

Yes, it has become fashionable to become ‘fidayeens’. The Mumbai Police
Commissioner, Mr. D. Sivanandhan, addresses the last meeting of the Club

What can one do if a person de-
cides to become a fidayeen,

wraps himself in bombs, goes some-
where and detonates those bombs?

Nothing. No amount of money or
preparedness can prevent a terrorist
attack. It can happen at any time and
at any place in the world. No one can
thwart the determination of people
who have made it fashionable to be-
come fidayeens.

These are the views of the city’s
Police Commissioner, Mr. D. Siva-
nandhan, who was speaking at the
last meeting of the Club on “Terror-
ism in Mumbai”.

But did this mean that, since terror
attacks could neither be prevented nor
avoided, the city would remain help-
less and vulnerable?

No, said Mr. Sivanandhan, point-
ing out that since the dastardly at-
tacks of November 26, 2008, the
police had taken innumerable steps
to meet every challenge.

The city already had a four-tier
security system in place and any ter-
rorist daring to attack it in future
would meet with extremely stiff re-
sistance and be sternly dealt with.

Industries likely to be targeted in
future would be those in the energy
and production sectors, as well as the
power transmission grids and so on.
Given the threat perceptions, it was
advisable for industry to set aside 2%
of its outlay for security purposes.

Mr. Sivanandhan said that since he
had assumed charge on June 14, 2009,
he had formed a Quick Response
Team (QRT) consisting of 1,000 com-
mandos who were stationed in the
five regions where the offices of the
Additional Commissioners of Police
were located.

One hundred men, all of them well
trained and fully armed with bullet-
proof vehicles, bullet-proof helmets,
vests, state-of-the-art weaponry and
technology were always on alert at

the five regional QRTs both during
the day and the night.

Another crack unit called Force
One had been formed by the Maha-
rashtra government; it was trained in
Pune and had already taken up its
assigned duties. This force was
“equivalent” to the NSG which was
controlled by the Union Home Min-
istry.

Thus, the city now had four lay-
ers of defence – the police, the
QRT, Force One and, of course,
the NSG. All these units could get
together and get into action as one
if and when necessary. There was
now no need to call anybody (in
Delhi) to seek permission.

Mr. Sivanandhan revealed that
state-of-the-art bomb-disposal
squads were deployed under every
one of the 13 Deputy Commission-
ers of Police.

Apart from this, 39 “assault ve-
hicles” were parked at various points
in the city. Every one of these had one
officer and eight men, with a short-
range and a long-range weapon given
to each of the nine men. They used
the GPS and the GPRS systems and,

as a result, “our people can reach any-
where within five to seven minutes,
whatever the distance”. Most of these
vehicles were bullet-proof.

Some of the combat vehicles were
not bullet-proof and were in the pro-
cess of being replaced. However,
these had been specially designed and
the men manning them were well
trained and possessed state-of-the-
art weapons.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
Mr. Sivanandhan showed slides of

some of the latest weapons acquired
from the USA. The Colt M4s were
the best that money could buy. NSG
and army officers were training the
Mumbai Police in their use.

Other arms included the MP5, a
sub-machine gun or “sniper” with a
long range. It could hit a target at a
distance of 3,000 metres (or three km.);
the Uzi, a snub-nosed gun; and also
1,000 Smith &Wesson MP9 weap-
ons.

Rubbishing all “stories” about the
poor quality of bullet-proof jackets
(worn by some of those killed in the
26/11 attacks), the Police Commis-
sioner said it was sad that doubts were
expressed about their utility.

“No bullet has ever gone through
those bullet-proof jackets, even on
26/11. There’s so much of criticism
about bullet-proof jackets. I agree
that bullet-proof jackets should be
thrown away after five years. But
we haven’t discarded our 1936 Fiat
cars yet. In the same way, bullet-
proof jackets can be retained.

“They didn’t disintegrate. No bul-
let has gone through those bullet-proof
jackets. You can’t have armour from
head to toe. If you do that, you can’t
move. You have to take a reasonable
risk and go and face the people (ter-
rorists); our men are well trained.”

Mr. Sivanandhan said that the po-
lice had also acquired bullet-proof
speedboats being manufactured at the
Goa Shipyard. They had light machine
guns (AK-47s) mounted at their nose.
The police had also bought 18 all-ter-
rain amphibious vehicles and was look-
ing at purchasing 1,000 CCTV cam-
eras.

Turning to staff welfare measures,
he said that all 1,500 men in the QRT
units were paid double salaries. Be-
sides, the police control room was being
revamped with better equipment and
the latest technology. However, “it is
not the control room that works; it is
the men and the technology that
work”.

There was greater stress on “fit-
ness”. While the Naigaum police head-
quarters had a new gymnasium built
at a cost of Rs. 1 crores, the one at the
BKC police station had cost Rs. 25
lakhs. Now, it was proposed to have
fitness centres at all 89 police stations.

A school was being built at Worli at
a cost of Rs. 18 crores for the children
of police personnel and the lay public,
too. The housing project at Kalina now
housed the men of the NSG and of
Force One. The Nagpada police hos-

pital would be revamped at a cost of
Rs. 6.5 crores. And a library would be
set up with at least 10,000 books.

Mr. Sivanandhan said he had started
two magazines, one for the police and
the other for the public (the latter was
more “glitzy”, he said).

More senior citizens were now reg-
istering with the police, which had set
up a site called copconnect.in for in-
teraction with the youth. The alert citi-
zen programme launched in 1998 was
being revamped. But the police was
always available on telephone num-
bers 100 and 22633333, he added.

Mr . Sivanandhan stated that a
memorial to honour those from the
police force who had sacrificed
their  lives in the 26/11 carnage
would be unveiled at the Police
Gymkhana on November 26, 2009.

A day-long programme, from 6 am
to 10 pm, would be held at the Gate-
way of India which Ms Lata Mang-
eshkar, Mr. Amitabh Bachchan and
many others would attend to express
their feelings solemnly and appropri-
ately.

The speaker was introduced by
Programme Chairman Nanik Rupani
who said that the 1976-batch IPS of-
ficer was earlier a school teacher in
Tamil Nadu. He had served as Police
Commissioner in Pune and in Nagpur
and held several other postings, too.

It was during his tenure as head of
the Crime Branch that a record num-
ber of “encounters” took place that
had almost eliminated crime from
Bombay. When asked about his top
three priorities now, he said, “Terror-
ism, terrorism, terrorism”.

Mr. Sivanandhan started by saying
that Bombay had been a target of at-
tack since 1992/93; it all started with
the 13 serial blasts of March 12, 1993,
in which 185 people were killed, 757
injured and property worth crores
destroyed.

“After that, Bombay has not been
the same again. We have had a com-
plete communal divide and so many
incidents have taken place, such as the
Gateway of India blasts, the Zaveri
Bazar blasts, the Ghatkopar bomb
blasts and the serial blasts in Western
Railway local trains in 2006.

“I was the Police Commissioner of
Thane at that time, when 11 blasts
took place in the evening in first class
compartments of local trains in which
about 200 people died and a few hun-
dred more were injured. It was an un-
forgettable nightmare.

“And then, on November 26, 2008,
this very place, the Taj Mahal Hotel,
was one of the theatres of war. People
went through agony when they lost
their near and dear ones. It has got etched
in the memory of all those affected by
it and associated with the Taj, the Oberoi
and other places, including CST,
Nariman House and so on.”

Mr. Sivanandhan then described
how the men from Karachi in Paki-
stan came to the city by sea, hijacking
the vessel, “Kuber”, owned by a Por-
bander-based fisherman, and finally
using a rubber inflatable dinghy. They
were guided by GPS and state-of-the-
art technologies, including VOIP
phones.

They got off at a place opposite
Badhwar Park at Cuffe Parade and
their area of operation was South
Bombay, within a radius of three to
four km. They hired taxis to reach their
theatres of war. One team placed
bombs in their taxi which blew up
when it reached Vile Parle.

It appeared as though they had re-
hearsed their actions many times.
They worked with clock-like preci-
sion and appeared to be well-trained
commandos. They were armed to the
teeth with AK-47s, hand grenades and
IEDs (improvised explosive devices)
and liberally sprayed bullets.

Television news channels and other
media had a field day as the terrorists
went into action. Thanks to the live
coverage provided by them, the whole
world had a ringside view of the drama
and the trauma that the city was un-
dergoing.

Mr. Sivanandhan showed photo-
graphs of the action inside the Taj, the
Oberoi Hotel, Nariman House and
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST).

He lauded the staff of the Taj for
doing a “wonderful job”. The police
also did their best, with many senior
officers remaining present for up to
four days in a row.

The deeds of two terrorists, Abu
Iqbal and Ajmal Kasab, merited greater
detail. It was they who planted bombs
in the taxi that dropped them off at
CST and which blew up at Vile Parle.

At CST, the duo gunned down
about 65 people. They then headed
for Cama Hospital where Additional
Commissioner Sadanand Date had
rushed with two of his men. He faced
four hand grenades and firing from AK-
47s. But he survived to tell a story of
valour and courage.

Next, the terrorists shot, at point-
blank range, senior officers Ashok
Kamte, Hemant Karkare and Vijay
Salaskar and a few others who went
to Cama Hospital in a police vehicle.
Only one man from this team survived.
He, Arun Jadhav, was now deposing
in court in the trial against Kasab.

Iqbal and Kasab took off in the
police vehicle that carried Kamte,
Karkare, Salaskar and the others, and
made off towards Metro junction
where they had a skirmish with the
police and indulged in some firing.

They headed towards Vidhan
Bhavan where their vehicle became
unserviceable. So they commandeered
a Skoda (mercifully, they did not shoot
down its occupants). Passing by the
Oberoi, they sped down Marine Drive
before they were finally confronted
by the police at Girgaum Chowpatty.

The D.B. Marg Police Station got
an alert about the terrorists at 12.45
am. They immediately rushed there and
put up barricades. As the Skoda ap-
proached, they pushed forward with
whatever arms they had and forced the
car to a halt. The terrorists came out
firing away from their AK-47s.

Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police
Tukaram Omble had the courage to
walk into the thick of action and, even
as the terrorist’s AK-47 was blazing,
he took all the bullets in his body but
caught him alive. The other terrorist,
Iqbal, was killed.

(Continued on Page 8)

A memorial to honour the police heroes of 26/11 will be
unveiled on its first anniversary, says Sivanandhan

After the blasts of March 12, 1993, the city has never been the same again.
Mr. Sivanandhan answers questions in the company of President Nandan
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At the last meeting
(Held on October 27, 2009)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting Rotar-
ians, Rotaryanns, guests and oth-
ers.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

WELCOME BACK
PP Dr. Adi Dastur and Dr. Nayna

Dastur, just back from a trip abroad.
The President also welcomed Dr.

Dev Saksena, a senior member, who
was attending a Rotary meeting af-
ter a long time (he celebrated his
birthday on October 30).

BANNERS EXCHANGED
With Arun Bewoor, a Visiting

Rotarian from the Rotary Club of
Madras.

BANNERS RECEIVED
From the Rotary Club of Plett-

enberg Bay, South Africa, through
PP Dr. Adi Dastur. And from the
Rotary Club of Greenville, South
Carolina, USA, through Rajendra
Jain.

ATTENDANCE
Members 132
Visiting Rotarians 4
Spouses/Rotaryanns 4
Total 140
Svc. box collection Rs. 5,000

When Bombay Harbour celebrated World Elders’ Day on October 1, it felicitated 'Padma Shree' Kekoo and Khorshed Gandhy. Standing behind them are
(from left) DGE Dr. Jayant Kulkarni, Dr. S.K. Gupta, President Mahesh Mathur and Balraj Bamba (all three members of Bombay Harbour).

In the second picture, Surendra Dempo shares a thought with Chetan Shukla

With the man in the hot seat. President Nandan Damani, Ramesh Narayan
and Paul George flank Mr. D. Sivanandhan, the Police Commissioner, at

the last meeting

When the First Lady calls, you have
to come, says Dr. Dev Saksena

Dr. Devendra Saksena, who cel-
ebrated his birthday on October

30, attended the last meeting of the
Club after a long absence.

On receiving permission to speak
for a moment, he admitted that he
had been remiss in attending Club
meetings.

Notice inviting
nominations

Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni
reminded members at the last

meeting that the last date for the re-
ceipt of nominations for the various
positions of Office-Bearers and Di-
rectors for Rotary years 2010-2011
and 2010-2012, respectively, was
Friday, November 27, 2009.

Stating that the notice inviting nomi-
nations had already been sent to mem-
bers, Shivkumar said that those inter-
ested in serving the Club were wel-
come to send their applications in the
required form and format.

The Annual General Meeting of
the Club will be held on Tuesday,
December, 15, 2009.

However, he said, he had been a
“good Rotarian” in that he had fol-
lowed the Rotary ideals and prin-
ciples to the best of his ability as a
professional.

Recalling that he became a mem-
ber when Jimmy Guzder was Club
President, he expressed his thanks to
First Lady Shreelekha Damani who
had called him and requested him to
attend the meeting.

“When the First Lady calls you,
you have to drop all your appoint-
ments and report to her… The per-
sonal touch is so important. This is
the first time in the last 35 years that
I have received such a call and invita-
tion,” Dr. Dev added to applause.

Donation for HTEC

President Nandan Damani an
nounced at the last meeting that

a donation of Rs. 1 lakh had been
received for the Hasanali Tobacco-
wala Eye Centre at Talwada from Mr.
Krishnakumar Ponda. It was received
through the good offices of PP Dr.
Rahim Muljiani who said that Mr.
Ponda had been a well-wisher of the
HTEC ever since its inception.

Driving a long distance to maintain
100% attendance record

PP Dr. Adi Dastur, who along with
his better half Dr. Nayna was in

South Africa to attend a conference,
did something different to maintain
his 100% attendance record.

He literally went to great lengths,
driving for an hour and a half in order
to attend a meeting of the Rotary Club
of Plettenberg Bay to mark his atten-
dance.

With this, he was able to maintain
his 100% attendance record ever since
he became a member of the Club in
1981.

Informing members about this at
the last meeting, President Nandan
Damani congratulated Adi on his
achievement and for his devotion to
Rotary for the last 28 years.

Well done, Adi.

Surendra Dempo
gives Rs. 50,000
on his birthday

Surendra Dempo, who celebrated
his birthday on October 29, do-

nated Rs. 50,000 to the Club to mark
the occasion.

Thanking him for his generosity,
President Nandan Damani told mem-
bers at the last meeting that birthday
donations had also been received from
(Dr.) Saryu Doshi who had given Rs.
21,000 and Jimmy Pochkhanawalla
who sent a cheque for Rs. 10,001.

Similarly, both Dr. Vikram Lele and
Vijay Kumar Taparia had made birth-
day donations of Rs. 10,000 each.

Nandan thanked all the members
for their generous donations.

District Conference
in February

As alreadya reported, the next Dis-
trict Conference will be held at

the Renaissance Hotel in Powai on
February 6 and 7, 2010.

Being hosted by the District
Governor’s Club, that is, the Rotary
Club of Deonar, it is poised to be an
outstanding event. And the hosts are
making every effort to make it a grand
success.

Members are requested to register
their names for this important event
as early as possible.
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Twenty three members of the diplomatic corps based in Mumbai lent their might to help make the annual ‘Oberoi Melting Pot’ a big success this year, too.
In the first picture, PP Gul Kripalani is all smiles as a senior executive from the Oberoi welcomes the gathering. Giving them company are Nirav Shah,

Malti Jain and Ms Nabila Salama. In the second picture, President Nandan Damani joins Arin, Percy Master and others

As members are aware, PP Gul is the driving force behind the ‘Oberoi Melting Pot’ which is a joint venture between the diplomatic corps, the management
of the Oberoi and the Rotary Club of Bombay. It features dinner, drinks, music, dance and other forms of entertainment. Among those who can be spotted

in these pictures are Shernaz Vakil, (Dr.) Indu Shahani, Zinia Lawyer, S.K. Mitra and his spouse Susmita with a guest

The underlying theme of the ‘Oberoi Melting Pot’ is simple – the money collected is donated to a deserving charity. In the first picture are Sheila
Bulchandani, a volunteer, Rashmi Jolly, Ms Kanan Udeshi of the Oberoi Group and Sabira Merchant who was the compere. The last picture features the

Indian stall and those in the picture are Nirav Shah, Vandana Daga, Nirav’s mother and his spouse Devina and First Lady Shreelekha Damani

‘Oberoi Melting Pot’ brings the world closer
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The Rotaract Club of Jai Hind
College, which has Dhaval Shah

as President and Saksham Mendiratta
as Secretary, implemented a very
thoughtful project that brought daz-
zling smiles on the faces of Bombay’s
ubiquitous street children.

Styled “Sapnon ki Diwali”, it had
the Rotaractors working in tandem
with an NGO “Hamara Footpath” just
before Diwali to gather a number of
street children at the Gandhi Park on
Marine Drive.

Once they had assembled, the chil-
dren were divided into groups of four
each with a Rotaractor as a guide for
every group. They were then given
plain earthen lamps, or diyas, and
asked to let their imagination run riot.

When they got down to work, the
children painted the diyas in brilliant
colours and hues and turned in pieces
that delighted all those who were
present at the site.

The parents of some of the chil-
dren also joined them and lent their
artistic ideas to help complete the
pleasant task at hand.

Looking at the diyas that the chil-
dren had created, the Rotaractors de-
cided to preserve them and to sell them
on the festive occasion. They pledged
to hand over the funds so collected to
the NGO with a request that it use the
money for the children’s benefit.

At the end of the day, the smiles on
the faces of the children and their par-
ents (and some grandparents, too)
were worth going miles to see.

Thirteen Rotaractors and two
“Partners in Service” attended the
“Sapnon ki Diwali” project which was
coordinated by Avenue Director Ankit
Ravani along with Suraj Sukhramani
and Qais Husein.

A delayed report on the Club’s for-
mal installation meeting for the year

Thanks to Jai Hind Rotaractors,
lovely lamps and dazzling smiles lit

up the faces of street children
2009-2010 says that it saw an impres-
sive attendance of 170 persons. Among
them were 23 Rotaractors, 46 pro-
spective Rotaractors, 38 visiting
Rotaractors, 19 District Council mem-
bers, three “partners in service” and
41 guests.

The installation ceremony was
styled “Pinnacle” and saw a change of
guard from Aanchal Karnani to new
President Dhaval Shah. Avenue Direc-
tor Anurag Agha oversaw the arrange-
ments along with Pooja Vakil, Kamya
Sanghvi and Project Chairperson
Navya Jain who led the organising
committee.

The idea behind naming the func-
tion “Pinnacle” was to convey the as-
pirations of the Club as it strove to
reach the pinnacle of glory

President Nandan Damani, Hon.
Secretary Shivkumar Israni and Rota-
ract Chairman Deepak Kapadia were
present on the occasion, along with
College Principal Dr. Kirti Narain, Dir-
ector N.W. Shivdasani and the teacher
in charge, Ms Ruchi Chaturvedi.

Here are some comments recorded
at the end of the programme:

District Rotaract Representative
Rashesh Doshi: “I think the spark that
this Club has shown at its installation
ceremony is remarkable. Witnessing
the presence of 57 Rotaractors from
other Clubs on a Tuesday evening, and
that too when the city is hit by swine
flu, is no joke.”

Prof. N. W. Shivdasani, Director,
Jai Hind College: “I think we can ex-
pect really good work from the Club
this year. They have made me proud
of their existence today.”

Principal Dr. Kirti Narain: “I can
see the vibrancy in the Club this year.
I am sure it will attain great heights.”

Well done, Jai Hind. And keep up
the good work.

We’ve done it! A little girl shows the ‘diya’ that she has painted with some
help from her grandmother (at left in the background)

Aren’t these lamps lovely? Street children who painted the lamps let their
imagination run riot and came up with exceptional results

Silence! Artists and artisans at work. The project at Gandhi Park on
Marine Drive coincided with Diwali, the festival of lights and lamps

At the formal installation ceremony. The function at Jai Hind College was styled ‘Pinnacle’ and saw a change of guard from Aanchal Karnani to new
President Dhaval Shah. Among those who can be seen in the second picture are Shivkumar Israni, Deepak Kapadia and President Nandan Damani



Page 6, THE GATEWAY, 3rd November, 2009

Children who have been trained,
as also those who are at present

receiving training, under the Bha-
vishya-Yaan programme of the
Rotary Club of Bombay have
started going places.

When India’s popular former
President, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, gave an inspiring ad-
dress to youth gathered at H.R.
College recently, thir teen Bha-
vishya-Yaan childr en were
seated in the audience.

They had been selected by Ms Neeta
Pradhan of the NGO “Vidya” and
were accompanied by Rotaryanns
Mayuri Sekhsaria and Bijal Kara.

Ms Pradhan was also responsible for
an interesting programme consist-
ing of singing, dancing and decora-
tions with rangoli and diyas to
mark Diwali at the Colaba Bha-
vishya-Yaan on October 14.

The chief of “Vidya”, Ms Rashmi
Mishra, accompanied by Ms Jung
from the USA attended the prog-
ramme and also evaluated the
children’s progress.

A few days later, a group of 27 stu-
dents accompanied by Rotaryanns
Rashna Cooper and Vandana Daga
went to form part of the audience
at a TV reality show called Sa Re
Ga Ma Pa Li’l Champs.

Director Ramesh Narayan made it
possible for the children to attend
the programme, while Joint Hon.
Secretary Nirav Shah and his staff
coordinated the visit to the studio.

The children, who were treated to
snacks by the hosts, said after the
recording that they had had the
time of their lives.

‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ children start going places

These girls can dance. Some of the students of the Colaba ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ taking part in the Diwali celebrations. Apart from singing and dancing, they
also completed several decorations with rangoli and diyas

Some of the bright young trainees of the ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ project of the Rotary Club of Bombay snapped at the
H.R. College when former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam delivered an inspiring address

While a few of the students said that they didn’t know English, the rest said they had no difficulty whatsoever in
following the ex-President’s speech. In the picture at left, he obliges those seeking his autograph
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Foremost among the plans on the
agenda of the Community Service

Committee was a proposal for an In-
ternational Students’ Rotary Hall at
the University Club in Bombay. An-
other very Rotarian interest was a
programme “to cultivate a high sense
of duty and dignified conduct among
the low paid staff in public utilities
such as nurses, ward attendants, post-
men, railway clerks, primary teach-
ers, tram and bus conductors, munici-
pal sweepers” and to award prizes
where these were merited.

Insistence on attendance rules was
unbending and according to the At-
tendance Committee “mild letters and
in some cases stiff ones were sent to
those regularly absent and to silent
Rotarians”. In the result, those who
could not fulfil this obligation had no
choice but to resign.

Despite all these matters of ser-
vice and Club policy, the President
was obliged to attend to a complaint
that Rotary’s contribution towards
the Waiters’ Gift for the waiters at
Green’s was not distributed in a sat-

Snippets of History – XXVII
Mild letters, and in some cases stiff ones, were sent to
regularly absent Rotarians; those who could not fulfil

attendance obligations had no choice but to resign
isfactory manner and the Secretary
was asked to discuss this with the
hotel authorities.

As an example of the problems
that are directly relevant to the com-
munity, however seemingly and rela-
tively insignificant, was Rotary’s
consideration of a proposal to sur-
vey accidents in Bombay’s homes.
Rather more ambitiously, there was
a plan for a civic organisation with all
the Bombay Rotary Clubs as spon-
sors and contributing towards the
expenses.

At this point the territorial limits
of the Club were defined as follows:
“That area of the island of Bombay
lying to the south of the centre line of
Clerk Road, Arthur Road, Kalachow-
ki Road, Reay Road, and 1st Avenue
(the municipal boundary line divid-
ing Wards E and F).”

As a result of plans to break down
Green’s, the Club arranged to ask the
hotel authorities for alternative ac-
commodation and for a guarantee of
accommodation in the new building.

The visit of Rotary International
President Nitish C. Laharry was a
private one and, bearing in mind the
national emergency, it was decided
that the Rotary Clubs in Bombay

should jointly organise a simple func-
tion in his honour. At the same time it
was decided to arrange for the Club
to organise contributions to the Na-
tional Defence Fund.

The lunch issue again cropped up
when Taj suggested raising the charges
for lunch and snacks to Rs. 7 and Rs.
3.50, respectively, and a Rotarian was
requested to discuss this with the
catering manager and to ascertain,
among other things, whether addi-
tional facilities such as the free use of
the microphone would continue to
be available.

The anniversary of the Club’s
Charter fell on March 19, 1963, which
was also within the World Under-
standing Week. It was, therefore, de-
cided to hold a Ladies Day dinner on
that day with the Governor of
Maharashtra as the chief guest and
the Ambassadors of various countries
among those present.

Meanwhile, the Club’s position
was such and the range of its inter-
ests and activities so considerable,
that the pressure on the Club’s office
staff had become intolerable. Propos-
als for both a quantitative and quali-
tative improvement of the staff were
put forward; and in the discussion

that ensued it was pointed out that
rules alone would not generate the
required spirit of dedicated work, and
the question was raised whether the
Club could afford more efficient
people.

However, it was recognised that a
more expeditious disposal of Club
work was now essential and for this
purpose some guidelines for officer-
bearers and office workers were is-
sued. These were part of the teething
troubles of a Club that continued to
forge ahead with an undiminished ap-
petite for sustained work on behalf
of the community.

In 1963-64, the essential points for
the programme of the year were
summarised as follows: Encouraging
greater member participation in
weekly meetings with greater atten-
tion to Rotary topics; diversifying
Fellowship activities so as to cater to
a wider range of member and family
interests; providing more opportu-
nities for active and useful commit-
tee work; and increasing the effec-
tiveness of internal communications
so that every member may know
what is going on in the Club and how
he can co-operate.

(To be continued)

Rotary reaches the
half-way mark

(Continued from Page 1)
Rotarians and their partners in ser-

vice have employed various means in
order to collect funds to meet the $200
Million Challenge. For example:

Interactors in Kolkata, India, pasted
“End Polio Now” stickers on cars in
return for donations, thus raising a
sum of $3,200;

An auction of more than 90 paint-
ings in New Delhi helped raise a good
$40,000. The event was organised by
District 3010 and India PolioPlus
Committee Chair Deepak Kapur in
collaboration with the Swiss Embassy
and Dhoomimal Gallery;

In District 5230 (California), a con-
cert featuring eclectic jazz trumpeter
and Grammy Award-winner Chris
Botti raised $30,000. Among those in
the audience were 1,400 Rotarians,
actor and director Clint Eastwood and
his wife Dina and others;

Fourteen Major League Baseball
teams provided support during the
regular season, many donating por-
tions of ticket sales. A game hosted by
the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim
resulted in a $20,000 contribution, a
Cincinnati Reds game $10,000 and a
Kansas City Royals game $7,500.
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OFFICE-BEARERS 2009/10

PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary TreasurerIshraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney

Spouses/Rotaryanns
Neelima Patkar

November 3
Sarmi Bhansali

November 4
Vandana Daga

November 4
Mrinalini Kher
November 5

Nirmala Alimchandani
November 8

Rakhee Reshamwala
November 8

Mr. Justice Sam Variava
November 8

Sudha Javeri
November 9

Madhup Vaghani
November 3

Nanu Daruvala
November 4

Aditya Somani
November 4

Pravin Bhansali
November 5

(Dr.) Sonya Mehta
November 5

Kastur Sheth
November 7

Shreepal Dalal
November 8

Jehangir Katgara
November 3

Next time, the media will be kept
far away from real ‘action’,

assures Police Commissioner
(Continued from Page 2)

“For the first time in the history of
terrorism in the world, a man who had
come from abroad, fully armed to the
teeth, was caught alive by somebody
who gave his life.”

Turning to the action at Nariman
House, Mr. Sivanandhan said that the
rabbi and his wife were killed but their
child Moshe was rescued by the maid.

“Thanks to the live TV telecast,
the Pakistani commanders were
watching and guiding the terror-
ists. Havildar Gajendra Singh
rappelled down from a helicopter
on to the terrace of the building
(Nariman House) but he was shot
as soon as he landed – courtesy the
TV and other media who were
showing the operation live.”

Finally, Mr. Sivanandhan related the
story of a young policeman who went
beyond the call of duty to help fight
the terrorists at CST.

Ashok Pawar, who was in plain
clothes, was going home when he saw
an ASI fiddling with his gun which
was not firing. Instead of going home,
he went up to the ASI and said, “I am
Ashok Pawar; I am a constable, here
is my card. Can I help you?” He took
the gun, set it right and fired at the
terrorists.

“They had AKs while our chaps
had only a 302 which was not func-
tioning. But he did fire. Kasab saw all
this and he went quietly behind a pil-
lar and shot at constable Ashok in the
head at point-blank range. Nobody
knew that such a thing had happened.
But some photographs and other clues
revealed the story.

“Such was the courage displayed
by the Mumbai Police; a man who
should have quietly gone home offered
to wage war against well-trained Paki-
stanis and paid with his life.”

Answering questions, Mr. Siva-
nandhan said that the QRT and other
combat units had no contact numbers.
All that a citizen had to do was to call
on 100 and inform the police.

Suresh Jagtiani lauded the initiatives
taken by the police and asked about
the paucity of intelligence inputs
which, in a way, hampered the pre-
paredness of the force.

The Commissioner said it was not
possible for the police to have infor-
mants in places like Chittagong,
Karachi and so on. Therefore, the im-
pression that the Mumbai Police or
the State police should have collected

intelligence about the terrorists’ prepa-
rations in Karachi and their advent by
sea was erroneous.

Intelligence had to come from other
agencies such as the Navy, Coast
Guards and those assigned the task.
As far as his role was concerned, all
that he could do was to remain pre-
pared at all times, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, 365 days a year.

“We have acquired drawings and
blueprints of iconic buildings (that are
vulnerable) and we are training our
men. The next Commissioner has to
follow all these things, because if he
doesn’t show that he is prepared, any
catastrophe can strike at any time.”

Dr. Shailesh Raina asked a perti-
nent question. Referring to the Comm-
issioner’s sarcastic comments about
the live coverage by the electronic
media which benefited the terrorists’
handlers in Pakistan, he wondered
whether it was time to curb the media.

Mr . Sivanandhan said there was
a code of conduct for the media de-
cided by its Commission in Delhi.
But it is followed more in the
breach. When an “opportunity”
such as 26/11 came about, they
jumped at it and stood very, very
close to the action, sometimes just
a few feet away.

“We should have kept them away,
maybe somewhere at Flora Fountain
or VT, but it didn’t happen… By law
we can keep anybody out of the scene
of a crime. We can do it and we will do
it… We have to keep them (the me-
dia) away; we will do it.”

He also criticised the people who,
instead of rushing home and watching
TV, were thronging the roads, waiting
for things to happen. It was not fire-
works that were going off; it was real
firing that was taking place. People
had to learn to vacate such a scene of
action and go to safe places – “not to
places where bullets are flying”.

“Whatever has happened (on 26/
11) has happened, we cannot be point-
ing fingers but we have to learn a les-
son. At least from our side we have
learnt a lot. We have improved, we are
improving and we will improve.

“We cannot reveal everything that
we have done because we have to keep
some surprises for the enemy, I’m sure
you’ll agree with me. There are a lot of
surprises that the enemy will learn if
he ever dares to come again.”

The vote of thanks was proposed
by Paul George.


