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The Gateway wishes all its
readers, members, advertisers
and constituents a
Very Happy Diwali and
a Bright and Prosperous
New Year

Forthcoming
meetings

October 13, 2009
No meeting. Public holiday
on account of elections to the
Maharashtra State Assembly
October 20, 2009

Mr. Bharatkumar Raut, Shi
Sena Member of Parliament (Raj
Sabha) and Editorial Consultant
the Times Group, to address “I
sues before Maharashtra”.

October 27, 2009
The Mumbai Police Commis

Chief Election Commissioner
IS surprised by Rohirs
revelationabout poll rolls

he quiet, unassuming DRohini  mission believed that a clean electoral

Chowgule created a stir at the lastoll was a must for a clean election.
meeting when she told the Chief Elec- He turned to MrDebashish Chak-
tion Commissioner of India, Mr ravarty the Chief Electoral diter
Navin Chawla, that the electoral rollsof Maharashtra who was present, and
used by her and others while con-asked him to take the details from Dr
ducting scientific and epidemiologi- Rohini and to work with her to en-
cal studies were not perfect and thasure error-free rolls.
“this time, 40% of the people were Requesting her to inform him
not there when we went there”. about other departments or insti-

She had noticed over the last fivetutions that used the electoral rolls
years that buildings listed on the rollsfor their surveys, Mr. Chawla said
did not exist and people who hadthat the Election Commission could
passed away were shown as livingwork in tandem with them and that
to top it all, the age of a person agedy sharing inputs the rolls could
24 was shown as 100. be vastly improved. “You have given

“This (the electoral rolls) is very us such a good idea, we will do it all
vital for us, it is the only document over the country now,” he added.
that we use when we want to do any Mr. Chawla, who was interacting
studies... Does (not) the Electionwith members after making a brief
Commission check it from year to presentation on “Making of elec-
year?” she asked. tion”, was receptive to most of the

Mr. Chawla, who was taken by suggestions made and was promptin
surprise, said that 40% was “a veryasking Mr Chakravartythe Sates
huge figure”, for the Election Com- Chief Electoral Officer, to redress
grievances.

He said that it was because of such
problems that the system of appoint-
ing a “booth level officer” was de-
vised four years ago. This person
could be an ordinary school teacher
living, say 80 km. away and was paid
a measly Rs. 1,500 per year for the
additional work.

But he had suggested making it
worth the while for the BLO by of-
fering him/her a sum of Rs. 5 for ev-
ery card delivered. In course of time,
this had become “the best incentive
in the country; with this we have been
able to distribute our cards in the state
of Maharashtra to 60 to 85% of the
people”.

SRRV APARSIEGEUIUERM!  Despite drawbacks, the voting percentage in India is 60, which is far betteiTrilochan Sahney then bowled
speak. than the 50% voting in Britain. MNavin Chawla, the Chief Election ~ what Mr Chawla called “a googly”.

Commissioner of India, speaks at the last meeting (Continued on Page 2)



Navin Chawla says heads willall if there is a single
liguor -related death during Maharashtra polls

(Continued from Page 1) At the end of the dayhe added, sionerWhen he found that his namedeficiencies of the sub-contractor

Trilochan wondered whether de-the voting percentage in India wasappeared in two places, he immedi-Thank you for that.”
claring a holiday on the day of voting 60, which was far better than the 50%ately wrote to the Delhi Chief Elec- Mr. Chawla, while thanking him,
helped increase the polling percentvoting in Britain. toral Officer and asked him to removeimmediately asked MChakravarty
age. On the contraryhere was an  President Nandan Damani won-his name from one of the lists. to send a letter of appreciation to the
economic loss, yet the number ofdered whether the ban on the sale of “It’ s an ofence to have your name society And also to make appropri-
those going to vote had not gone upliquor for two days served any pur-intwo places... So a huge deleted sigate remarks in th®CRs (annual con-

Since the actual voting did not takepose. Had it helped increase the percame (against my name) on one listfidential reports) of the staff that had
more than two hours, there was naentage of votes? the press found out about it and whenvorked at Neluns society
point in making factories which  Mr. Chawla said it helped a greatl went to vote, they said, but your When Dolly Thakore complained
worked three shifts to shut down fordeal. For example, he had learnt jushame is not there! But it was there inabout the names of residents of en-
a full day Workers of every one of that morning that a lot of liquor camethe other list.” tire buildings inVersova, Bandra and
the three shifts could go to cast theito Maharashtra from Daman and Diu. Mr. Chawla also recalled the expe-so on missing from the rolls, Mr
vote either before or after work. He had asked for a report, “before Irience of a “booth level officer” as- Chawla was surprised.

Earlier, there was a voluntary prac-leave Bombay this evening”, on signed the task of updating the rolls “We have patted MChakravarty
tice of giving half a dag holiday for whether the production in the facto-in Delhi’'s Defence Colony but we should also ask him to look at
voting — but the workers had to showries in Daman had gone up. Ifithad Whenever she went there, she waBandra and/ersova.. There will be
that they had indeed cast their voteindeed gone up, had it been checkedéither shooed away by the watch-faults, but by and large it (the system)
If they had not voted, their leave was On a more serious note, he addednan or snubbed by the residents. Ndnas worked reasonably well; however,

cancelled. “if there is a single liquor-related one co-operated with héit the same we must aim for perfection.”

“In the past, the voting percent-  death, then heads are going to roll”. time, the Election Commission kept Earlier Mr. Chawla was introduced
age was even higheBy declaring Ritu Desai complained that she hacapplying pressure, asking why theto members by Camellia Panjabi, who
a public holiday, you are going been trying to get an election card forrolls of Defence Colony had not beensaid that he was educated at Sanawar
against an idea that ensured a five years but had failed to get one.updated. in Shimla, & Sephers College in Delhi

higher voting percentage. This She had been visiting the election of- Finally, she had the ingenuity and atthe London School of Econom-
time, the election is onTuesday fice at Marine Drive every month and of saying aloud at the gate that ics. Ultimatelyhe became a Fellow of

If people take a day off on Monday providing all kinds of papers to prove she had come from the water de- the Queen Elizabeth House at Oxford
(to which they are entitled), then her bona fides, to show that she hagartment; that no one had paid University

they can have a fowday holiday. lived in Bombay since birth, but... their bills; and that by 5 o’clock in As an IAS officer, he served in sev-
And they would not be voting,” When Mr Chawla referred the casethe evening the water supply eral states in various capacities, in-
Trilochan pointed out. to Mr. Chakravartyhe expressed re- would be cut. cluding as Magistrate and Collector,

Mr. Chawla said “we (the Elec- gret at her inability to get a card. He “All the doors opened! She was before going to Delhi and serving dif-
tion Commission) are umpires for po-said that efforts had been made “ta@ble to give out forms and collect theferent ministries of the government
litical formations; at our last meeting open up the system”, but admittedinformation. So it cuts both sides. of India as Secretar¢Zhief Secretary
with them, they had said that althoughthat even though people stood inThese are aberrations that make mand so on.
it was declared a holiday under thequeue for hours, they did not get theirfeel sorry’ Mr. Chawla added. On becoming first Chairman of the
Negotiable Instrumen#sct, the em- cards. Nelum Gidwani narrated his expe-Delhi Electricity Board, he introduced
ployers didn't actually give a holi- But nhow under a new facilitya rience with an Election Commission many reforms in meteeading Af-
day We had to take cognisance ofvoter “can apply online and we will team that visited the building in which ter holding a few other assignments,
that”. give it to you the very next day — he lived. It processed about 250 aphe was appointed Election Commis-

Accepting the point that people that's the promiseAs far as this case plications and did an excellent job.sioner in 2005 and assumed office as
could avail of holidays and not vote, is concerned, if | can have the detailsSThe only sour note was the sub-con<Chief Election CommissionerApril,

Mr. Chawla said it was too late forwe will deliver the card to the lady tractor who hadn’t handled the com-2009.

him to do anything about it now (Ritu) by tomorrow evening”, he puter work very well. Mr. Chawla had created a trust to
(Maharashtra and other states woulédded. “However, the Election Commis- run a school for the hearing-impaired
vote on October 13). However, he Mr. Chawla narrated his own sion staff, especially a man calledin Jaipur that tended to children even
would keep the suggestion in mind. plight as Chief Election Commis- Sachin, more than made up for theas young as three years old. In Delhi,
he worked for the treatment of lep-
rosy-affected persons and for the
social reintegration of their children.

A close confidante of Mother
Teresa, he had penned her authorised
biography which for many years re-
mained a best-seller in many languages.

He was married to Rupika and had
two daughters. Rupika was a leading
art restorer and had spent 15 years
researching the work of the legend-
ary artist Raja Rawarma. Her re-
search book on him would be released
in January2010, Camellia added.

Mr. Chawla began his talk by in-
troducing Mr Chakravartythe Chief
Electoral Officer of Maharashtra,

o = ! whom he called “our hand-picked
He has written the authorised biography of Mothere$a. Mr Navin Chawla, who addssed the Club inthe  ambassador”.
1990s, speaks about the 2009 elections (Continued on Page 6)
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It's a eal pleasue to meet you. Burjor Poonawala (leftggts MrNavin Chawla, the Chief Election Commissioner of India and the guest speaker at the
last meeting. In the certis Pogramme Chairman Nanik Rupani. (RighepYits a question of logistics. MEhawla, who said the 2009 general election

was the biggest management exercise in the whole world, interacts with Shailesh Patkar (right) and Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni (left)

TWO FELLOWSHIPS IN District Conference to be

OCTOBERAND ONE held in February, 2010
I N FE B R UARY, 20 10 P; Gautam Bhattacharya, a menference was being hosted by the Dis-

er of the Host Club, invited trict Governots Club, that is, the

‘Oberoi Melting  “Diwali Nite? on  embers o the Rotary Clu of Rtary Cub of Deomr,and cery

Bombay to attend the forthcoming effort was being made to make it an

POt’ on OC'[ObeI’ 25 October 30 District Conference which will be held outstanding event.

on February 6 and 7, 2010, at the “Early Bird” discounts were being

he annual international cultural re you ready for a grand “Diwali Renaissance Hotel in Powai. offered to those making early regis-

event, the “Oberoi Melting Pot”, Nite” at one of the best new ven- Making a brief announcement attrations. The registration charges
will be held in the Regal Room of The ues in the city? The Rotary Club ofthe last meeting, he said that the Conwere Rs. 5,500 for an individual
Trident Hotel on Sunda@ctober 25, Bombay and the Fellowship Com- Rotarian, Rs. 9,000 for a Rotarian
2009. mittee are busy making arrangements And one |n couple and Rs. 11,000 for non-

President Nandan Damani has refor a memorable event which will be Rotarian couples.

minded members that this event is deld in the Club House of Planet Februa Gautam said that the Renaissance
regular feature on the Clalendar Godrej, Mahalaxmi, from 8 pm on- ry Hotel was offering a discounted stay
of events and has appealed to therwards on FridayOctober 30. The Fellowship Committee is at the hotel for one night at a rate of
to attend it in large numbers. According to Hon. Secretary organising a fun-filled Fellowship Rs. 17,5004 two-night stay would

As members are aware, the “OberoBhivkumar Israni, who made an an-weekend at The Club, Mahabaleshcost Rs. 25,500.
Melting Pot” is organised by the dip- nouncement about the event at thevar, from February 12 to 14, 2010 He appealed to members of the
lomatic community in Bombay in as- last meeting, the dress code for th€two nights). Club, which he called the leading Club
sociation with the Oberoi Group of evening will be “Indian”. Needless to sayhe accommoda- of the District, to register in large
Hotels and the Rotary Club of Members and their spouses wouldion at The Club, Mahabaleshwar, isnumbers for the forthcoming District
Bombay It features a medley of food, not have to pay anything for therestricted and the demand is usuallyConference.
drinks, music, dance and other forms$Diwali Nite”, while the guest charges quite high.
of entertainment from the countrieshave been pegged at Rs. 1,000 per While those who are members of At the last meeting

that form the diplomatic corps in the head. The Club are requested to directly
city. President Nandan and Shivkumambook rooms on the above dates, non- (Held on October 6, 2009)

It is also a unique opportunity for have requested all Rotarians to atmembers are requested to register fo ESIDENT Nandan called the
purposeful fellowship because thetend the “Diwali Nite” in large num- the event as soon as possible. meeting to order and welcomed
proceeds from the event are earbers and enjoy the fellowship of their Those interested in taking part in the guest speaker, the visiting
marked for a noble cause. fellow members. the February Fellowship should con- Rotarians, Rotaryanns, guests and

PP Gul Kripalani, who has been They have also drawn attentiontact Chairman Madhusudan Daga
arranging the “Oberoi Melting Pot” towards the international fellowship Anand Dalal or MrEruch Irani at the BIRTHDAYS
for several years with great zeal andand fund-raising event, the “Oberoi Rotary Secretariat.
enthusiasm, has also appealed tMelting Pot”, which will be in the  Block bookings done in advance Members and Rotaryanns cel-
members to participate in the evenRegal Room of The Trident Hotel onwill ensure that the members going to€brating their birthday over the next
with their usual fervour and to con- Sunday October 25, 2009. Entry Mahabaleshwar get suitable accom-two weeks were felicitated.

'others.

tribute to a noble cause. passes for this event are priced at Rgnodation in rooms that are in close ATTENDANCE

Last year, the event had helped ne8,000 each. proximity to one another Members 147
asum of Rs. 23 lakhs which was given I .
to the NGO “Childline” which works Birthday donations Visiting Rotarians 5
for children in need of care and pro- Spouses/Rotaryanns 5

avas Majai, who celebrated his birthday on October 5, has made a
birthday donation of Rs. 2,000.

nnouncing this at the last meeting, President Nandan Damani said tha@tal 159
aryann Divya Mafatlal had also made a birthday donation, of Rs. 5,00Bvc. box collection  Rs.6,070

tection. uests 2
The donor passes are priced at Rs. A
3,000 each and are available at theRot

Rotary Secretariat.
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SERVING QUIETLY AND WITHOUT FANFARE

he Rotaract Club of Bombay In September, the members of the
which is a community-based Rotaract Club of Bombay decided to
Club as opposed to an institution-celebrateNavratri with the children
based Club (like the ones at H.R. Colof Anmol, a home for orphaned girls
lege, Jai Hind College and so on), haatWadala.
been working quietly in variousv- Although there was no real com-
enues of Service, without too manypetition as such, it soon became clea
people being aware of its activities. that theAnmol girls were far better
Harshvardhan Sekhsaria is thedancers. The Rotaractors said spor
President for the current year, whileingly that they had absolutely no
Nidhi Sekhsaria is the Secretary qualms about “losing to such talented
Devika Bundela is the Immediate Pasyoung girls”.
President and Lalit Jaisingh tYiiee- Through another project with a
President. difference, the Rotaract Club of
The Club meets in the office of Bombay made a “friendship pact”
Rotaractor Rajveer at Marine Lineswith the Rotaract Club of Mumbai
at 11 am on Sundays. Here is a briebown-Town to foster the “Spirit of ~ Two visits in two weeks. The members of the Rotaract Club of Bombay

=

report on some of the projects ex-Rotaract” and “Servicdbove Self” interacted with the chilém of the gtsalya Foundation twice, first on
ecuted by the Club: during the year 2009-2010. Independence Day and then on their annualtspday This pictue was
Under Devika Bundela, Director, To seal the pact, the two Clubs clicked on the second occasion

Community Service, the Club cel- arranged an “Unlimited Fun” prog-
ebrated Independence Day with theamme to bond with one anoth®ne
children ofVatsalya Foundation, es- of the events required them to dis-
pecially those studying in the Third play their talent. The participants
and Fourth Standards. were given a topic and asked to mak

A Bollywood quiz got them going a “presentation” for a television com-
and they were soon in the mood tamercial as would the head of an adt
have a merry time. They sang, dancedjertisement agency
performed skits and displayed their Club Service Director Pravigar
talents in a myriad different ways. wal was responsible for this prog-
Their smiles and enthusiasm forcedamme that had the Rotaractors strik-
the Rotaractors to make a mental noteng up new friendships.
to the effect that remaining a child at A few days later, the members of
heart was not a bad idea. both Rotaract Clubs went on a trek

It was perhaps this that made thento Nakhind, located at a short dis-
return to théVatsalya Foundation a tance from Badlapur station (beyond
few days later, this time to cheer theniThane). They simply loved the ver-
as they took part in the annual sportslant greenery that awaited them in
day The chlldre_n were keen partici- Nakhmd"and saiditwas like *heaven girls at Wadala, the Rotaractors clearly lost out to the enalented young
pants in the various games and eventsn earth”. girls. But they said they didmhind
arranged for them. On the occasion of Dassera, the ’

The afternoon ended with theminternational Service Committee of Information abouPastawas dished tips on how to face interviews while
dancing to the Oscaward-winning the Rotaract Club of Bombay underout and its availability in various being considered for employment.
song,Jai Ho! The Rotaractors also the guidance of Directdarun Kedia shapes, sizes and flavours explained. It was a learning experience for the
presented prizes to the winners oflecided to showcas$tasta the Ital- To round up the month, Nidhi Rotaractors, with an interactive seg-
the various events and gifts to all thdan dish that has now become theSekhsaria arranged a session on “Inment that enabled them to detect and
children who attended the sportsfavourite of most youngsters, replac-terviews” for the members. Con-to beware of the little mistakes that
meet. ing pizzas and burgers. ducted by Lalit Jaisingh, it provided could go against them.

1%}

They said it did’hurt when they lost and we have to believe them. On
celebrating ‘Navratri’ with the children of Anmol, a home for orphaned

The Committee for Senior Citizens, which has Naresh Kumar Jain as Chairman, arranged an interesting entertainment programme for the residents o
Parukh Dharamshala at Khareghat Colony on October 8. In the first picture, Naresh presents a gift to one of the seniors. (Centre) Shyyamniwas Som
Chairman for the Differently Abled, presents napkins to all the residents of the home. (Right) A senior takes the mike
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‘Campus Doctor— a simple but thoughil project
by Jai Hind Rotaractors

simple but extremely thought eye surgeon to visit their college (10.30 am) when 150 staffers wereAs for the Rotaractors, they did not
ful service project was under- premises and to examine the eyes waiting to have their eyes exam- just make the arrangements and
taken by the Rotaract Club of Jai of the staff and the peons. ined. disappear for the da@n the con-
Hind College on September 23.  Dr. Kulin Kothari did not disappoint Dr. Kothari and his team of three as- trary, they were present right
They called the project “Campus them. The good doctor reached Jai sistants immediately got down to  through as the “Campus Doctor”

Doctor” and requested a leading Hind College at the appointed time  work and, before anyone could project was conducted.
say “ophthalmology”, they had The event recorded a total attendance

checked the eyes of all those who of 135 persons. These included 130
were waiting for them. Rotaractors, one visiting Rotaract-
It was 3 o’clock by the time all the or, one member of the District
“patients” were seen. While those Council and two guests, the Prin-
requiring further care were advised ~cipal, Dr. Kirti Narain, and a Di-
accordingly others with minor  rector Prof. N.W Shivdasani.
problems were told to take goodDeepak Kapadia, Rotaract Chairman
care of their eyes. Free operations of the Rotary Club of Bombay
were offered to those needing any was also present for this outstand-
sort of surgical procedure. ing Community Service project
Another one of the key features of and was deeply involved in its
the “Campus Doctor” project was ~ planning and execution.
the presence of a sophisticatedVhile Rotaractor Brinali was the
ophthalmologic ambulance that Chairperson for the project, the
was loaned for the occasion by the Club’sAvenue Director Hansika as
Bombay Eye Institute Charitable alsoTanya was at hand to assist in

Getting down to brass tacks..ulin Kothari and Dr(Ms) Kirti Narain,
the Principal of Jai Hind College, inside the ophthalmologic ambulance

loaned by the Bombay Eye Institute CharitallesTfor the poject Trust. making the arrangements.
Yes, they @ ready and waiting to have their eyes checked. Doing the necessary paper work. Deepak Kapadia, Rotaract Chairman
Principal Dr. Kirti Narain is joined by Diector Prof. N.W Shivdasani of the Rotay Club of Bombaywas, as always, of gat help to the
(both in the centre) Rotaractors

Music, dancing, games and a number of skits and other entertaining events were arranged to enable the senior citizens to have a good time. (Left) Rot
Chairman Deepak Kapadia, who attended along with several members of the Rotaract Club of H.R. College, offered his invaluable inputs to help make
event a grand success. A total of 90 senior citizens attended the programme which was arranged to coincide with the International Senior Citizens’ D:
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‘Ther e have been fewgpoll code violations ovetthe years
and the political parties by and large abide by the rules’

(Continued from Page 2) Mr. Chawla said he had also heardoral Officer to sit in a state Sec- sight of thatYou only have to look
It was because of his integrity andfrom a woman who was confined toretariat.” at our neighbourhood to see that our
that of others like MrChakravarty a wheelchairln spite of her best ef-  Mr. Chawla said that once the EClelections are fair
that the general elections April, forts, she was unable to vofebarri- announced an election in a state, its “A great deal of thinking goes into
20009, were seen as free, fair and trangade had come in the way and thevrit ran in the entire state. There wereevery decision that we make... and
parent not only in India but all over electronic voting machine could not“dos and don’ts” and if instructions this is the great advantage of a three-
the world. be brought out to enable her to casivere not followed, the persons con-man Election Commission; there is a
With elections to the Maharashtraher vote. cerned were moved out. This rulecontinuum. One of us retires, but there
Assembly scheduled for October 13, Turning to the last general electionapplied to every person down theare two others who are already en-
one of the prime tasks before the Elecwhich was recognised as the largedtne, right up to the presiding officer gaged in the good practices.”
tion Commission was to encouragemanagement exercise in the world, Mrin the booth. Mr. Chawla said that a compila-
more people to vote so that the votChawla said India had 814 million Another thing that happened oncetion of the good practices of the Elec-
ing percentage did not lag behind atoters — “which is more than the an election was announced was thaion Commission was being put to-
41 as it had in the last election. whole ofAfrica put togethermore the District Magistrate became thegether and would be published on the
For this, he sought the help of vol-than the whole of Europe put togetherDistrict Electoral Officer and wore a diamond jubilee Republic Day on
unteers from the community so thatit's more than the whole of Northdifferent hatAll government diic-  January 26, 2010.
both the letter and the spirit of theand SoutiAmerica put together”.  ers, whether in the police or the bu- Rubbishing allegations of tamper-
(election) laws were uphelés an And voter ID cards had been givenreaucracystarted reporting to the ECI ing with electronic voting machines
example, he said, citizens could helgo 582 million of the 814 million vot- on all election matterg\ complete (EVMSs), he said no one knew which
by overseeing the actual polling pro-ers. Earlier, the Election Commissiondistancing from the government wasmachine would go where or to which
cess and the arrangements made faf India (ECI) had to chase voters toexpected and the “laal-batti” (red light booth.As far as the 812,000 polling
the physically and the visually chal-take their cards. But things hadatop cars) culture put aside. stations, each with a presiding officer,
lenged. changed over the last four years. Now There had been fewer and fewemere concerned, no one knew who
“If there are any volunteers amongpeople accepted their value as a meangolations over the years and thewould occupy that chaiBesides, no
you, or your friends and children, of identification both in India and people and the political parties bypresiding officer had a clue about the
perhaps we could give an area to eachbroad. and large abided by the rules in forcethree staff members who would come
of you to enable you to give us a The 2009 elections involved “We must give some credit to ourto assist him. Every step was
feedback on whether those ramp$12,000 polling stations and 11 mil-political formations (we don’t usu- randomised.
were okay’ lion personnel (both civilian and mili- ally). | must tell you that the model An EVM only had a simple chip,
A certain Mrs. Malhotra from tary) who were seconded for the eleceode of conduct in our country wasas in a calculator, which was pro-
Delhi had called him to report thattion. The ECI itself only had a staff not devised by the Election Commis-grammed once and which could not
her son Nipun had had no difficulty of about 310 people. sion; it was devised by the political be reprogrammed. It could be re-
in casting his vote even while seated It was the ECI that chose a Chief formations that sat together in themoved and destroyed but would not
on a wheelchailNow, she wanted to Electoral Officer for a state. The 1960s and devisedt/e just followed be the same as the one originally put
come to Bombay and see whethestate government submitted a itand it has been upheld in case aftein the EVM. The EVMs were manu-
easy access and other facilities werpanel of names — “which we usu- case in the high courts and in the Sufactured by two public-sector com-

in place here. ally reject, until we find a person preme Court and has become the layanies, one working for the Minis-
“I told her she could come and putwe are comfortable with, who only  of the land. try of Defence and the other for the
her in touch with MrChakravarty reports to us and is distant from “You should think about the ma- Department oAtomic Enegy.

And he said maybe she could take uphe state governmentWe don’t turity of our political formations  Since everything was randomised,
Colaba which has about 280 booths.’even encourage our Chief Elec- from the 1960s itself and not loseno one could say whether a machine

It's been five years since | 4 tiying, but I've | regret the delaysays MrDebashish Several buildings and theiesidents in &sova
yet to get my votér ID cad. Ritu Desai Chakravaty, the states Chief Electoral Officer and Bandra are just not on the electoral list,
complains at the last meeting promising to deliver Rite’cad the next day says Dolly Thakore

Page 6THE GATEWAY, 13th October2009



would go toArunachal Pradesh or to and faceless, but all of them had a leave anything to chance and we canher own people from her own ser-
the Lakshadweep Islands. Even thead story to narrate. put human tragedy aside on thevices. Many IAS officers had done
candidates were not known till the Mr. Chawla said that when hegrounds that it was a successful elecelection duty several times and knew
last day of nomination§Vere there learnt just before the elections aboution... a successful election it was,all about what happened on the
16 or 32?And what were their a widow who was struggling to get but we must carry all our people withground.
names? compensation from an insurance comus, especially those who are voice- As for the differences between the
“l can be standing this time aspany the ECI decided, “under the less.” 2004 and the 2009 elections, first of
Navin Chawla under ‘N’ or ‘C’, but enormous powers that are vested in Turning to the voterID, or EPIC,  all, there was far better connectivity
next time | could stand as DMavin  us under the Constitution”, to pay cards, Mr. Chawla said that al- because of mobile phonésid wher
Chawla if someone gave me a doctorRs. 10 lakhs within a period of threethough 582 million out of an elec- ever the service was not good, BSNL
ate and then it might be ‘D’.” days to the next of kin of anyonetorate of 814 million had already was requested to chip in by erecting
The ECI had developed a “fantas-killed in poll-related violence. received them, the attempt was to new towers.
tic” communications system. If any If death was not due to violencereach 100%. But he admitted that Secondly a total of 144,000 mi-
machine malfunctioned (about 0.2%but something else, such as a heathe focus was on reaching the resi- cro-observers, all of them drawn from
did malfunction) and had to be re-attack, then the compensation woulddents of urban slums and the ru- the Central government, such as the

placed, areport to that effect reachetbe paid within five days. ral landless because for them a public-sector undertakings and so on,
the ECI within minutes. It was easy “On the fourth day I did check up voter ID would be the only form of were employed in the field. They
to get reports from Bombay but notand found that every state barringidentification. were not connected with the state
from a place likeTeju inArunachal three had paidWe made sure that Mr. Chawla said he was not ingovernments and were neutral at all
Pradesh. they paid by that evening, becausdavour of engaging foreign observerstimes.
Keeping this scenario in mind, thethat's how we run electiong/e cant  for the elections because India had Third, 89,000 video cameras were
ECI worked in tandem with BSNL, used in the polling stations.
MTNL and other telecom providers Further, once the elections were
and also made use of satellite phones announced, every candidate with a
and mobiles that now covered about criminal record was tracked by video.
65% of the country The recording was kept in the cus-
Mr. Chawla cited the case of tody of the District Magistrate and
Chattisgarh to explain the diffi- seen by the election observer the next
culty of arranging what he had day.
called the largest management If there was something that the
exercise in the world. Areas like observer wanted the ECI to see, it
Bastar in the state were Naxal-af- was sent to Delhi and they watched
fected and no longer under civil it.
administration. Mr. Chawla concluded by say-
Yet, the Election Commission ing that although “we have not
stepped in just for a month and been able to do much about crimi-
actually conducted the election in nality, at least during the cam-
such a vacuum. paign we could keep (them) to the
“We had just teachers and revenug boundaries of law and order and
staf to send.. And the roads were good public behaviour We suc-
mined. The mines were dug five feet ceeded in that to a great extent”.
below the ground. No sniffer dogs or But hes a jolly good fellonCamellia Panjabi, an old friend of MChawla, The vote of thanks was proposed
mine-detectors could spot them. introduces him to her fellow members by Nanik Rupani.

Thus we couldn’t afford to send a
vehicle on the roadVe had to factor
that in.

“But now I'm told they have also
mined the rough tracks off the roads
and that those mines are also five feet
deep. So | now have to grapple with
this... how we are going to send our
staff? because the loss of life is heavy
onus.”

Recalling the tragic case of a young
woman in the 2009 general elections,
Mr. Chawla said that she had asked
her husband not to go on election duty
this time because she was six months
pregnant. But he had to go. He made
it to his post inVest Midnapore and
called his wife to reassure her that he
was safe.

On the way back, the Naxals
blew up a culvert just when he was
crossing it and he was killed. His
death weighed on his conscience
and he was still “tracking” the
widow to ensure her well-being.

Similarly, there were 21 other
widows, the wives of security per-
sonnel killed during the general
elections. They were nameless
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Happy Birthday

Repesentatives of diffent NGOs set up their stalls by the poolside of #je T

where the last meeting was held, to display and sell products made by able

and differently-abled persons. In this picture, Sitaram Shah, Suresh and
Shobha Jagtiani stand beside one of the stalls

Thats a lovely lamp. What with Diwali, the festival of lights, jusind the
corner, the items on sale and display included traditional as well as

ornamental lamps. Some of them everetty, others wee vey pretty.
PP Darshana Doshi selects a little piece for herself

And this is the team from the Helen Keller Institute for the Blind and the

Deaf-Blind. Some of the hand-crafted items on display at this stall were trul
outstanding and far better than something churned out by an experienced

craftsman or the factory-produced goods seen on the roadside
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Vandana Kanoria
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Farokh Guzder Pashupati Advani
October 13 October 15
Viren Merchant P?]g];nzlijrml
October 15 October 17
Pankaj Baliga Homiji Colah
October 18 October 18
Hon. Rtn. Kirit Kamdar
Mr. Deepak October 19
Parekh
October 18

Ramesh Lokhande
passes away

esident Nandan Damani in

formed members at the last
meeting about the passing away
of Mr. Ramesh Lokhande.

He said that Mi_okhande had
been supplying audio-visual ser-
vices to the Rotary Club of Bom-
bay for the past seven years.

Nandan added that a letter of
condolence was being sent to the
bereaved family
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