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Forthcoming meetings
November 10, 2009

The Rotary Club of Bombay’s
Public Award for Social Service to
be presented to Dr. Shielu Srinivasan.

November 17, 2009
Dr. R. Chidambaram, Principal

Scientific Adviser to the government
of India, to address the subject,
“Nuclear energy and climate
change”.

November 24, 2009
Dr. Gopal Krishna Pillai to ad-

dress the Club on “How woman can
empower man”.

It rained stars that night, the night of October 30 when the Club hosted its annual Diwali Fellowship. Several
members, some with their spouses and some without (and in some cases spouses sans members), spent hours during
the weeks leading up to the event in order to learn a few steps and to appear on stage on D-Day. They made fleeting
appearances, mostly for a few seconds, but each one of them was a star in his or her own right on that giddy night.

That they succeeded in putting up a grand show is writ large on the faces in the first picture. The perennial favourite,
‘Pyaar hua iqraar hua’ from the Raj Kapoor-Nargis classic ‘Awaara’ was the inspiration for the fleet-footed at right

He put Ladakh on the tourist map by initiating the ‘Sindhu Darshan’
programme. Mr. Tarun Vijay, Director of the Dr. Shyama Prasad

Mukherjee Research Foundation, an ideological think-tank at the BJP
headquarters in New Delhi, speaks at the last meeting

‘We don’t bomb the country that we adopt… we give refuge to the
world’s persecuted,’ says RSS man Tarun Vijay

IT RAINED
THAT NIGHT

M r. Tarun Vijay, a former editor
of Panchjanya, the official

publication of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), which is
an old Hindu nationalist organisation,
made a telling distinction between
India and some of its neighbours at
the last meeting of the Club.

Significantly, the meeting was held
at the poolside of the Taj Mahal Ho-
tel where the worst carnage by ter-

rorists in India’s recent history was
initiated just a year ago, on Novem-
ber 26, 2008.

Mr. Tarun Vijay said that over the
last few centuries Indian scholars,
saints and seers went to several coun-
tries in Asia carrying the message of
love and compassion and of a caring
and affectionate God. In return, those
countries feted their guests, honoured
them and adopted Sanskrit names for
themselves and for their landmarks.

Not only were they proud of their
heritage, they were often surprised
by the modern-day Indians’ lack of
knowledge about their glorious cul-
ture and heritage.

It was this respect for ancestry that
had led to the new international air-
port in Bangkok (the biggest and most
sophisticated in the world) being
named Suvarnabhumi, a chaste San-
skrit term. In fact, the first visual to
strike one on entering the premises
was that of a 150-foot-long mural of
sagar-manthan, or the mythical
churning of the oceans.

Similarly, the present King of Thai-
land was known as Rama Navam (or
Rama the Ninth). A brief chat with
the Rajguru, the King’s teacher, re-
vealed that the country followed the
legacy of King Rama and that all kings
were known after him.

The full name of the present King
of Thailand was Bhumidol Adulyadej,
also a Sanskrit name, and it was he
who had christened Bangkok airport
as Suvarnabhumi, showing that the
Thais were proud of their heritage.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
In complete contrast, said Mr. Tarun

Vijay, the barbarians who attacked the
city on 26/11 came armed with so-
phisticated weapons and other arma-
ments to kill people – never mind that
they did not know any one of the
people whom they had come to kill,
or the fact that among them were
women, children and the aged, all of
them unarmed and harmless, leading
normal lives in their own country.

Mr. Tarun Vijay, who gave a talk on
“Global mission of India”, was intro-
duced by Tarjani Vakil who said that
he was the Director of the Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Research Founda-
tion, a centre for civilizational values
and policy research and an ideological
think-tank based on the nationalist
school of thought at the headquarters
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in New Delhi.

A prolific writer both in English and
Hindi, he had written over 2,000 ar-
ticles and was a regular columnist for
The Times of India, Dainik Jagran,
Maharashtra Times and so on. He had
launched a peace initiative between
India and Pakistan along with the Daily
Jung, a major newspaper in Pakistan.
That initiative had been appreciated
on both sides of the border.

And, as Nanik Rupani revealed
later, it was Mr. Tarun Vijay who
had put the ancient town of Ladakh
on the tourist map by organising
the “Sindhu Darshan” programme
that had gone on to become a popu-
lar event. That one initiative had
changed the entire economy of
Ladakh.

Mr. Tarun Vijay started his talk by
pointing out that it was a rishi from
India who went to Cambodia 1,200
years ago, married a local and settled
down there who gave the country a
name, “Kamboj” (whence Cambodia),
which later became a part of the
Srivijaya Empire.

The biggest temple of Hindus was
not in India but in Angkor Vat in Cam-
bodia. Even after the advent of com-
munism, Communist Cambodia re-
membered its Hindu and Indian heri-
tage with respect and honour.

A UNESCO publication on that
country showed how Indians who left
the shores of their land established
their global footprint on the basis of
love, friendship and scholarship.

After referring to the naming of
Bangkok airport as Suvarnabhumi by
Thailand’s King Bhumidol Adulyadej,
he said, “That is the footprint of your
ancestors, a legacy of your forefathers
who spread out and impressed the

people with the power and the
strength of knowledge and character,
the two major aspects of the Indian
footprint… That is the global vision
of India, the global message of India
even today”.

Mr. Tarun Vijay said that the third
chief of the RSS, the late Prof. Rajendra
Singh, who was the Head of the De-
partment of Physics at Allahabad
University, had said to him in the
course of his last interview that he did
not want to see India as a brutal mili-
tary power or as a dehumanised, pros-
perous country. On the contrary, he
wanted India to be known for its
knowledge and character.

Speaking about his experiences in
China where he is a Fellow of the Sich-
uan University, he said when he went
to see the Leshan Buddha in Chengdu,
he came across the largest Buddha
sculpture in the world. It was about
250 feet tall and made from one solid
rock – an entire mountain had been
sculpted into a sitting Buddha.

And the very first statue visible on
entering the campus was that of
Samantabhadra, another Sanskrit name.
When he asked about Samantabhadra,
his interlocutors said it was surprising
that he did not know about him.

The official accompanying him (in
a China ruled by the Communist
Party) then told him that Samanta-
bhadra was a rishi from North India
who crossed snow deserts and the
Himalayas and survived to live in
Chengdu some 950 years ago. He
learned the Chinese language and
started communicating with the King
and the people.

Such was the influence of his bril-
liance, intellect and scholarship that
everyone started believing in Buddha
and he was able to inspire the people
of Chengdu to build the Leshan Bud-
dha sculpture.

“Even in the year 2009, it is the
biggest Buddha sculpture in the world.
And it was done by your ancestors,
by those Indians who were brave and
courageous and who never wanted to
subjugate or colonise other people.

“They took dharma with them.
They were not ashamed of their
civilization, they were not ash-
amed of their past, of their glori-
ous heroes and of the great men
and women who loved their lan-
guage; they translated the entire lit-
erature of China and East Asia into
Sanskrit and from Sanskrit into their
language.”

Mr. Tarun Vijay said the Rajguru
of China was Kumarajiva whose fa-
ther was from Sinkiang and mother
from Kashmir. When he went there,
the Han King of Beijing gave him the
title, “Teacher of China”.

It was Kumarajiva who started the
finest method of translating the clas-
sics from Sanskrit to Chinese and from
Chinese to Sanskrit with a 17-tier ar-
rangement. It started with literal trans-
lation, followed by the first step of
checking; next, ensuring that the main
spirit of the text was conveyed, and
so on. It was only after 17 steps that
the final text of the original text from
Sanskrit into Chinese and from Chi-
nese into Sanskrit was available.

Recently, when visiting the Indian
Embassy in Beijing, he met a man called
Vijay Choudhary, a small trader from
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan. This man re-
vealed that he employed 1,000 Chi-
nese in his diamond-cutting factory in
Kunming!

That was the distance that India
had travelled – from Samanta-
bhadra to Vijay Choudhary – and
neither of them had used a gun to
befriend the Chinese. Rather, they
had won them over with the help of
mutual respect and understanding.

The Chinese cared for Vijay Chou-
dhary because he was bringing a lot of
money into China and giving employ-
ment to the rural people there.

This case, too, represented the spirit
of India whose teachers, professors,
technologists and engineers were re-
spected icons of knowledge, scholar-
ship, integrity and character.

And there was also the story nar-
rated by Mr. L.K. Advani of a Malay-
sian whom he had met in Kuala
Lumpur. The man lived in New York
where he had his office and establish-
ment. But what was he doing in Kuala
Lumpur?

He told Mr. Advani that he had to
undergo a heart surgery. When he
learnt that an Indian doctor in Kuala
Lumpur was the best in the field, he
travelled from the USA to be operated
by that Indian doctor in Malaysia.

“W e don’t bomb the country that
we adopt. That’s what everyone
says about Indians. Everyone loves
and accepts Indians. Even if an In-
dian is a British, German or Ameri-
can passport-holder, they trust him
100% – that he won’t bomb their
land. He will work for  the country,
fight for the country and will never
ditch it.

“That is your achievement, the
blessings of your ancestors; and that’s
the Indian footprint all over the world,
that of character, honesty, integrity.”

Turning to Nanik Rupani, Mr.
Tarun Vijay said it was worth ponder-
ing over that several leaders from all
over the world happily came to India
to accept awards presented by his
Priyadarshini Academy. This was no
mean achievement and an endorsement
of brand India.

The speaker next referred to the
“discovery” of America by Colum-
bus who had set out in search of India.
He could not find India but reached
the land that was now called America.

“What happened after Columbus
reached America? More than four
crores of the original inhabitants of the
land, who were known as American
Indians, were brutalised, massacred.
It was a holocaust. And the originator
of that holocaust was Columbus.”

He had wanted to proselytise, to
find gold, to grab land, to get slaves, to
subjugate the people; to take over their
land and to build his own buildings.

In comparison, the Taj Mahal Ho-
tel was a symbol of the indomitable,
invincible spirit represented by the
tricolour. For it was here that the mis-
sion of the barbarians who had attacked
Bombay on 26/11 was defeated.

(Continued on Page 7)

‘People in East Asia are often surprised that Indians are
largely ignorant of their culture and heritage’

The RSS does not want to see India as a brutal military power or as a
dehumanised, prosperous country. It wants India to be known for its

knowledge and character, says Mr. Tarun Vijay
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At the last meeting
(Held on November 3, 2009)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting
Rotarians, Rotaryanns, guests and
others.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 133
Spouses/Rotaryanns 4
Guests 3
Total 140
Svc. box collection Rs. 5,870

Receiving recognition and the rarest of rare honours – a special mention in
the U.S. House of Representatives. Mahendra and Asha Mehta snapped
just after their outstanding humanitarian activities were mentioned by

Representative Frank Pallone Jr. on October 9

A RARE US HONOUR FOR
MAHENDRA  MEHTA

A proud recipient of the PHF honour. Dr. Ramnath Nayak is presented with
the Paul Harris Fellow memorabilia by President Nandan Damani at the

last meeting

Mahendra Mehta and his spouse
Asha have received the rarest

of rare honours – recognition by the
U.S. House of Representative for their
outstanding humanitarian activities.

It happened in the course of the
first session of the 111th Congress of
the House on October 9, 2009, when
Representative Frank Pallone Jr. stood
up to make a special mention of the
couple from Bombay. The following
remarks were made by Mr. Pallone:

“Madame Speaker, I rise today to
honor two exemplary humanitarians,
Mr. Mahendra Mehta and Mrs. Asha
Mehta. Mr. and Mrs. Mehta are be-
ing honored by the Share and Care
Foundation with the Award of Excel-
lence for Humanitarian Services. This
prestigious award honors those who
have dedicated their lives to working
towards the welfare and development
of physically challenged children.
Through diligent, systematic method-
ology of accounting and the mobili-
zation of beneficiaries through local
government and private organiza-
tions, Mr. and Mrs. Mehta exemplify
the qualities that the Award of Excel-
lence for Humanitarian Services
seeks to recognize.

“Mr . and Mrs. Mehta have part-
nered with various charitable orga-
nizations and led the programs throu-
gh local networking. Through the
program “Food for Education”, they
have provided over 7,000 lunches to
children resulting in higher retention
rates and better academic results.

“Partnering with “Project Main-
stream”, Mr. and Mrs. Mehta have

helped to provide vocational and
small business training to the impov-
erished youth community. Over
50,000 children and young adults
between the ages of 14 and 23 have
been touched by their efforts and have
begun to lead economically indepen-
dent and dignified lives.

“Mr . and Mrs. Mehta’s Ratna Nidhi
Trust in Mumbai, India, organizes
camps all over the world aimed at
rehabilitating the physically chal-
lenged and hearing impaired. Their
efforts have aided over 75,000 of the
physically challenged including
landmine victims and children af-
fected by polio. At these camps, chil-
dren were fitted with prosthesis, re-
ceived tricycles for mobility, wheel
chairs as well as appropriate hear-
ing aids. These aids helped these chil-
dren gain confidence and start living
independently.

“Mr . and Mrs. Mehta have also
been spearheading the effort to iden-
tify children with cleft lips and pal-
ettes in the Gujarat state through a
partnership with Operation Smile of
the USA for future surgical camps.

“Madame Speaker, I sincerely
hope that my colleagues will join me
in congratulating Mr. Mahendra
Mehta and Mrs. Asha Mehta. Their
humanitarian efforts truly exemplify
their love and concern for their fel-
low men, a quality we all can strive to
achieve.”

The Gateway joins the Club mem-
bers in congratulating Mahendra and
Asha Mehta on receiving this rare
honour and recognition.

PHF Certificate
and medallion

presented
Dr. Ramnath Nayak was pre-

sented with the Paul Harris Fel-
low Certificate, medallion and PHF
lapel pin at the last meeting.

President Nandan, who made the
presentation, congratulated Ramnath
on becoming a Paul Harris Fellow and
hoped that more members would fol-
low his example.

Birthday donations

Tarjani Vakil heads the list of birth-
day donations this week, thanks

to her contribution of Rs. 5,000.
Announcing this at the last meet-

ing, President Nandan said contribu-
tions had also been received from
Kirit Kamdar (Rs. 2,500), Dr. Nayna
Dastur (Rs. 1,001) and Rotaryann
Nirmala Jain (Rs. 1,000).

Big boost for the cancer fund
Rotaryann Dr. Soonnu Balsara,

who had helped established the
Mrs. Aloo N. Dalal Endowment
for Cancer Treatment with a mu-
nificent donation of Rs. 10 lakhs,
has made another contribution of
Rs. 5 lakhs to boost its corpus.

Making the announcement at the last
meeting, President Nandan Damani
thanked Dr. Soonnu, the spouse
of Farokh Balsara.

Members will recall that the Rotary
Club of Bombay set up the en-
dowment in January, 2008, at the
prompting of Dr. Soonnu and her
father, Dr. Noshir Dalal, in memory

of her mother, the late Mrs. Aloo
Dalal.

The primary purpose of the endow-
ment is to provide financial assis-
tance for medication and treatment
to needy cancer patients.

Poor, needy patients who have al-
ready undergone (or need to un-
dergo) treatment and/or sur-
gery for cancer at a municipal,
government or other hospital
receive financial assistance at
the discretion of the Cancer Pa-
tients’ Treatment Committee
formed by the Club.

Club members and those belonging
to other Clubs in the District are
free to recommend poor, needy pa-
tients for such assistance. Since its
establishment, the endowment has
disbursed various sums to several
needy patients.
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Welcome to the biggest and the best party in town – it was clearly Fellowship like never before when the Rotary Club of Bombay hosted its annual Diwali
Night at Planet Godrej on October 30. The dress code was ‘Indian’ and almost all members came in ‘Indian’ attire. Some of the most excellent ‘kurtas’

were worn by the men; the women, not to be outshone, came adorned in brilliant ‘bandhni’ ‘leheriya’ and other traditional saris

Presidents, Past Presidents, new members, senior members, young members, not so young members… all of them made their mark felt both in attire and
in disposition. Of course, there were those who added a dash of bonhomie and chutzpah. ‘Dhotis’ from Calcutta, saris from Sanganer, jewellery from the

best ‘minakari’ workers. All of these and more were on display at the grand Diwali Fellowship

Not only Club members and their spouses, even family members, friends and well-wishers turned out to greet one another. Whether it was the Consul-
General of Turkey and his wife, or Dr. R.D. Lele, recipient of the Homi Bhabha Lifetime Achievement Award (above), Natoobhai Brahmbhatt in a colourful

Gandhi ‘topi’, or a rejuvenated Mahendra Mehta just back after being honoured by the U.S. House of Representatives

The next two Presidents were seen taking a close look at the festivities. Were they making notes or taking tips to make things even better when the baton is
passed on to them? Ask Pradeep Saxena or Paul George, seen in the second picture along with the District Group Coordinator PP Anil Chopra. In the last

picture, PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani and Ashokkumar take a break from discussing the Hasanali Tobaccowala Eye Centre
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Giving Ash a run for her cash. Vandana Daga and Radhika Kaji danced to a popular number from the film ‘Guru’. And then it was the turn of Malti Jain
to join the company of Nirav Shah and twinkle toes S.K. Mitra who was wearing a typical Bengali ‘dhoti’ and was clearly one of the surprise packages of

the evening. Finally, Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni and Komal make a radiant entry

Dance like a man. Yet another surprise package was the energy and the rhythmic movements displayed by the men who chose to dance. The star among
them was Ashwin Thakkar (being pointed at by the men in the first picture). The third surprise was the President. Nandan, unlike most of his predecessors

who sing like professionals, preferred to take the floor and to remain in what is called the ‘line-up of extras’ in movie parlance

The dancing women, of course, were simply out of this world. They displayed grace, radiated beauty and shone in bright, colourful outfits, specially
coutured for the occasion. Soon, the excitement on the stage spilled on to the floor below – and many of the members simply could not restrain themselves.

Among the revellers here are PPs Adi and Arun. And Nayna and Vijay Mansukhani

Three Honorary members graced the occasion, among them Mr. Ajay Piramal (at left in the first picture) and Mr. Adi Godrej (with First Lady Shreelekha
in the last). Mr Ravi Ruia could not be captured by the cameraman. But to continue with the story… as the Friday night fever spilled on to the floor below,

those on the stage also came down, some with their ‘dandiyas’, to continue the celebrations – which ended with some excellent food
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I f the above headline seems confus-
ing, don’t panic, for it’s the result of

the fevered imagination of an editor
snowed under the prodigious output
of the correspondents of the Rotaract
Club of H.R. College.

The young men and women who
constitute this premier Rotaract Club
of District 3140 seem to be in a hurry
to break their own record for maxi-
mum projects completed during the
year.

Like a man named Usain, they are
Bolt-ing all over the place, completing
one service project here, concluding
another programme there, and all in
the quest to do the utmost for the com-
munity that they are supposed to
serve.

Coming down to brass tacks, this
is a report on six different activities
taken up and completed by the H.R.
Rotaractors recently.

To start with, cricket. The  Rota-
ractors organised a cricket match

on a bright Sunday morning, pitting
themselves against H.R. alumni.

The idea behind the tie was to help
young Rotaractors interact with the
older alumni and also to enable the
latter to stay in touch with their Club,
their alma mater and those who now
occupied the backbenches that they
once haunted.

While the team of the alumni was
called “Hotties”, the Rotaractors called
themselves “Naughties”.

But the “Hotties” were too hot to
handle and snatched the match from
the “Naughties”.

The Rotaractors went to great
lengths to give the children living

at Seva Sadan and Anand Kendra an
opportunity to engage in “Star Wars”
at the Nehru Science Centre.

Interestingly, the children were
fetched from the two institutes in taxis
and members’ cars and were driven to
Worli to have a close look at the exhib-
its, experiments and simulators at the
Centre.

After being served snacks and re-
freshments, the children relaxed in the
verdant gardens at the Centre and then
took part in an interactive session in
which they described their experiences
in their own words.

It was “fun learning” and the smil-
ing children were later dropped back
at their respective institutes.

And to mark the festival of lights,
the Rotaractors arranged a Diwali

celebration for street children at the
Pavement Club. It was not a hurriedly
arranged event. A lot of thinking and
planning went into the arrangements
to ensure that the children went back
with a glow on their faces.

After they had played a few party
games, they were given some basic

information about the importance of
the festival and the culture and tradi-
tions associated with it.

When it was time to go outdoors, it
was the children who were placed in
the forefront and allowed to burst the
crackers themselves. They did so with
some surprise because it was perhaps
the first time they were handling such
crackers as part of a Diwali celebra-
tion.

Strangely, even though it was the
children who thanked the Rotaractors
for arranging such a great programme
for them, it was the latter who felt a
lump in their throats. Several of them
appeared to have realised for the first
time the worth of all that they pos-
sessed and that they had taken for
granted.

Every parent with a child in college
always wonders what that child

is up to in college and whether or not
he/she is doing something productive.

In fact, the parents of almost every
H.R. Rotaractor perpetually wonder
what their child does all day, going to
college early in the morning and re-
turning late in the evening.

To assuage all such doubts and to
lay their worries to rest, the
Rotaractors arranged a “Parents’
Night” which served as a platform to
help allay all doubts.

Basically, the parents wanted to be
reassured that their children were in
good hands and that they were not
whiling away their time and their par-
ents’ precious resources, or going
astray.

All concerns and queries raised by
parents were responded to by the Club
and by those associated with it. They
were informed that the Rotaract Club
of H.R. College was ensuring the ho-
listic development of their children and
that there was no reason to worry.

The College Principal, (Dr.) Indu
Shahani, and the Vice-Principal and
teacher in charge for Rotaract, Ms
Anilla Pillai, were among those who
spoke to the parents. All Rotaract
Directors and Chairpersons described
their respective activities.

After this, the parents introduced
themselves and participated in a ques-
tion-answer session. Once all their
doubts were cleared, it was time for
dinner and dispersal.

From parents to grandparents. The
Rotaractors came up with a bril-

liant idea to light up the lives of the
residents of Parukh Dharamshala, the
home for the aged at Khareghat Colony.

They went to the home on the
evening of October 23 with a DVD of
the Hindi film Andaz Apna Apna, con-
sidered by many to be a classic com-
edy.

(Continued on Page 8)

Cricket, star wars and Diwali – mix well with parents and
watch the movie in a melting pot!

Is that so? Parents at the special session arranged for them by the Rotaract
Club of H.R. College to answer their queries and clear their worries

None of the members of my Club whiles away his or her time. Every one of
them is working hard on various projects, says the President

The only thing that you need to fear is fear itself. H.R. Principal and the
Sheriff of Mumbai, (Dr.) Shahani, addresses the parents

Now we know better. A section of the parents who took part in the ‘Parents’
Night’ organised by the Rotaract Club of H.R. College
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(Continued from Page 2)
“Ask yourself, what kind of people

must they have been (those who at-
tacked Bombay on 26/11). Compare
your civilization and the work done
by your ancestors in the earlier years
which gave you the Hindu civiliza-
tion, the Indus civilization, which left
imprints all over the globe, from Ja-
pan to Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam,
Laos, Korea, Brazil, New Zealand.
(You will find) respect and understand-
ing for a different viewpoint.

“You will find a solid belief in plu-
ralism, in democracy and diversity. We
are not those who want everything to
be uniformly same, who want all
people speaking one language, reading
one book, wearing the same attire. No,
we love diversity.

“Let a million flowers with a
million fragrances bloom; if there
can be any such place in the world,
then that is Hindustan. No other
country can boast of this kind of
legacy which is so supportive of plu-
ralism, respecting different view-
points. We never had a Galileo
hanged for his beliefs.”

Taking a dig at the growing tribe of
peaceniks, Mr. Tarun Vijay said Rama
did not compromise with Ravana, tell-
ing him that he could take Janaki to
Colombo. And he, as a pace-loving
person, would return to Ayodhya
where the people would be so happy
that he had played peacenik and left
his wife behind, that they would wel-
come him and celebrate his return as
Diwali.

On the contrary, Rama cau-
tioned Ravana and when the lat-
ter remained adamant, he van-
quished Ravana. That was the
legacy of India, that of not com-
promising with the wicked.

Narrating another experience, Mr.
Tarun Vijay said that the renowned
businessman and philanthropist, Mr.
Bob Harilela, had told him that he
never cared about India when he was
a little boy. In fact, he hated the heat
and the poverty that he saw when he
came here at the age of 13.

But his mother told him that what-
ever he did and wherever he went, he
would not be able to erase the fact
that he was an Indian – it was “writ-
ten” on his face. In course of time
Mr. Harileela bought an apartment in
Bombay and now his largest spend
on charity was in India. He spent his
vacations in India and had taught his
children to respect their heritage.

The children would always remain
Indian, but “not on the basis of a gun,
or of gun powder” or colonisation.

“No one will remember a Gen.
Dyer in India with respect, or even
Queen Elizabeth. But Bhagat Singh,
who was only 23 years old when he
went to the gallows? Yes… This land
has always respected those who have
stood with their heritage, with their
civilization, and those who have stood
up at times of crisis to fight the en-
emy, to fight the barbarians so that
peace, pluralism and democracy can
be saved.”

On a visit to Riyadh in Saudi Arabia,
he saw that not a single shop in the
markets had a portrait of Osama bin
Laden because violence, extremism and
uncivilized behaviour never won re-
spect. History only remembered those
who spread the message of love and
compassion and it was such people
who were respected down the ages.

Buddha was “still alive” in spite of
the fact that his sculpture in Bamiyan
had been bombed out by the Taliban.

“The global vision of India cannot
be anything but to spread the message
that the gun never achieves success or
does any good for the people. It is the
power of love, compassion and char-
acter that does so. And that’s what I
have learned in my organisation, in the
RSS.”

Finally, Mr. Tarun Vijay quoted a
couplet by Akbar Allahabadi:
Tere lab pe hai Iraqo Shamo Misro

Romo Cheen
Lekin apne hi watan ke naam se waqif

nahin

Arre sabse pehle mard ban Hindustan
ke wastey

Hind jag uthe to phir saare jahan ke
wastey
(A loose translation: The names on

your lips are those of Iraq, Egypt,
Rome and China, but you don’t seem
to be acquainted with the name of your
own country; the first thing you need
to do is to become a man for Hindustan,
and once you rouse Hindustan, then
become a man for the whole world.)

Answering questions, Mr. Tarun
Vijay told Trilochan Sahney that he
did not agree that India was always
populated by invaders. In fact, even
the theory of “the Aryan invasion of
India” had been proved false, what
with American scientists finding that
the genes of the Aryans and the
Dravids living in India since ancient
times had a lot in common.

On the contrary, India had always
given shelter to those refused shelter
elsewhere and to every persecuted
community in the world. No other
country could boast of such a record.

But he agreed that Hindu society
was fractured by the caste system. In
this context the speaker quoted Swami
Vivekananda who had said that the
only ideal before Hindu society was
the ideal of Guru Govind Singh.

Sitaram Shah pointed out that the
word Hindu did not appear in any lit-
erature. Where had the word come
from? Secondly, all that the speaker
had said in praise of Hinduism was

Would we respect Rama or celebrate Diwali had he played peacenik
and allowed his wife to be taken away? asks Tarun Vijay

being maligned by the very people who
were talking of Hinduism.

Mr. Tarun Vijay said that the word
Hindu came from the Greeks. At that
time Indians were called “Aryas”,
“Vedics”, or “Sindhuputras”. But
since the Greeks had difficulty pro-
nouncing certain consonants, it so hap-
pened that Sindhus came to be called
Hindus.

However, changing the name of a
city or a land could not change the
basic character of the people who in-
habited that place.

“And the basic character of this land,
beyond the Indus, is that they love
nature, they don’t condemn it. When
Bachendri Pal became the first Indian
woman to reach the summit of Mount
Everest, she did not set foot on it till
she had placed vermillion and rice on
it as a ritual offering, thanking the god-
dess mother for giving her the strength
to reach the summit.

“On the other hand, Western moun-
taineers write that they ‘conquered’
Mount Everest; the word ‘conquered
nature’ does not appear in the Indian
language. This is the basic difference
in the worldview of our people. We
have respect for parents, for family
values, for pluralism. That makes us
different people. You may call them
Hindus, Indians, Bharatiyas, what-
ever, it means the same thing,” Mr.
Tarun Vijay added.

The vote of thanks was proposed
by Nanik Rupani.



Happy Birthday
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(Continued from Page 6)
The fun began as soon as the DVD

was inserted and the “play” button
pushed. A few of the residents were
reticent at first, but once the comedy
scenes came on screen there were none
who could restrain themselves.

Some smiled, some giggled, some
laughed, some laughed out loud and
some rolled over with huge belly
laughs. Popcorn, snacks and refresh-
ments were served as the movie un-
spoiled.

The Rotaractors called their prog-
ramme “Movie Mehfil” and a mehfil
it turned out to be, with the seniors
telling the juniors that they had had
the time of their lives and wouldn’t
they come more often with more mov-
ies?

The DVD was duly presented to
the Dharamshala so that the residents
could enjoy a few good laughs if they
ever felt depressed. The residents were
touched by the gesture and promised
that they would remember the
Rotaractors every time they watched
the movie.

Finally, the melting pot. At the call
of Rotaract Chairman Deepak

Kapadia, some members of the
Rotaract Club of H.R. College took
part in the “Oberoi Melting Pot”, the
annual fund-raising event organised by
the city’s Consular Corps in associa-
tion with the Oberoi Group of Hotels
and the Rotary Club of Bombay.

For most of the Rotaractors who
attended the programme at the Tri-

H.R. Rotaractors go to watch the
movie in a melting pot!

dent Hotel it was the first brush with
the diplomatic corps. And they came
away with myriad emotions.

While some of the Rotaractors
manned the reception desk, others as-
sisted at the raffle ticket counter and a
few worked at the silent auction desk
which witnessed a lot of activity.

All of them raved about the food,
the music and the dances representing
the 23 countries taking part in the
“Melting Pot”.

Those who received the hand fans
presented by the Chinese staff said
they would cherish these for ever.

Service Above
Self

Another donation
of Rs. 1 lakh
for HTEC

President Nandan Damani an-
nounced at the last meeting the

receipt of donations for various Club
programmes.

He said that a donation of Rs. 1
lakh had been received for the
Hasanali Tobaccowala Eye Centre
at Talwada from Ms Rhoda
Ghodiwala through the good offices
of PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir.

Nandan thanked Ms Ghodiwala
for the generous gesture and PP
Rumi for arranging the donation.

For ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’

M anish Reshamwala has do-
nated a sum of Rs. 25,000 for

the Bhavishya-Yaan project of the
Rotary Club of Bombay.

President Nandan, who made the
announcement at the last meeting,
thanked Manish for his generosity.


