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‘Oberoi Melting
Pot’ on

October 25...
The annual international event, the

“Oberoi Melting Pot”, will be
held in the Regal Room of The Tri-
dent Hotel on Sunday, October 25,
2009.

PP Gul Kripalani, who has been
arranging the event for many years
with great dedication and commit-
ment, has appealed to members to
take part in it with their usual fervour
and to contribute to a noble cause.

President Nandan Damani has re-
minded members that the event is a
regular feature on the Club’s calendar
and has appealed to them to attend in
large numbers.

The “Oberoi Melting Pot” is org-
anised by the diplomatic community
in the city in association with the
Oberoi Group of Hotels and the Ro-
tary Club of Bombay. It features a
thrilling medley of food, drinks, mu-
sic, dance and other forms of enter-
tainment from the countries that form
the diplomatic corps in the city.

It is a unique opportunity for pur-
poseful fellowship and the proceeds
are earmarked for a noble cause. Last
year, it helped collect a sum of Rs. 23
lakhs which was given to the NGO
“Childline”.

The donor passes are priced at Rs.
3,000 each and are available at the
Rotary Secretariat.

District Governor’s official newsletter calls
‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ the ‘Project of the month’

A facsimile of the new item describing ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ as the project of the
month in the GML (Governor’s Monthly Letter) for September, 2009

Forthcoming
meetings

October 20, 2009
Mr. Bharatkumar Raut, Shiv Sena

Member of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha) and Editorial Consultant to
the Times Group, to address “Is-
sues before Maharashtra”.

October 27, 2009
The Mumbai Police Commis-

sioner, Mr. D. Sivanandhan, to
speak.

The latest edition of the District
Governor’s GML (or Governor’s

Monthly Letter) has conferred the
title of “Project of the Month” on
the Bhavishya-Yaan project of the
Rotary Club of Bombay.

Members will recall that when Dis-
trict Governor Raju Subramanian
made his Official Visit to the Club on
August 18, 2009, he had lauded the
project and said that “if all Clubs in
the District followed the lead given
by the Rotary Club of Bombay, they
would be doing a great service in the
field of literacy and education”.

Following his Official Visit, the DG
highlighted the project in the very next
GML (for the month of September).

The GML is the official newslet-
ter that the DG pens every month
and which is sent to all Clubs in the
District, to all Officer-Bearers at the
District level, to Governors in other
Districts all over the country, as also
to the Asian Regional Office in New
Delhi and to Rotary International in
the USA.

Headlined ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ – A
mission to a brighter future, the
article quotes DG Raju as saying that
it is “An outstanding literacy project
with a tremendous potential for
growth and (which) can in fact be a
movement, a trendsetter”.

The report is based largely on in-
puts provided by the Club and its
Education for All Committee which
has Alok Sekhsaria as Chairman and
PP Arun Sanghi as Co-Chairman.

And this is how the Governor has
introduced the project: “The Educa-
tion for All Committee of the RC
Bombay has initiated Bhavishya-Yaan
(a mission to the future), inspired by

India’s Chandra-Yaan (a mission to
the moon), a skills enhancement
programme that could address this
situation at a micro level and set the
stage for it to be scaled up and emu-
lated at various locations and levels.”

Thank you for the encomiums, DG
Raju. We hope that we will achieve
the goals that have been set for this
unique mission.

...And ‘Diwali Nite’ on October 30
This year’s grand “Diwali Nite” is scheduled to be held at one of the best

new venues in the city.
The Club and its Fellowship Committee are busy making arrangements

for the memorable event to be held in the Club House of Planet Godrej,
Mahalaxmi, from 8 pm on Friday, October 30.

According to Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni, the dress code will be
“Indian”. While members and spouses would not have to pay anything for
the “Nite”, the guest charges have been pegged at Rs. 1,000 per head.

President Nandan and Shivkumar have requested all Rotarians to attend
in large numbers.
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NEW INTERACT TEAM TAKES OVER AND GETS
GOING AT FORT CONVENT

The new team of office-bearers of the Interact Club of Convent of Jesus and
Mary with their Principal, Sr. Arina Ghosal, and the Moderator,

Mrs. Samiksha Mundhe

Lead, kindly light. Poonam Lalvani, Chairperson of the Women’s
Empowerment Committee, lights a lamp to inaugurate the career guidance

programme organised by the Andheri RCC for SSC and HSC students

A new team of office-bearers has
been installed at the Interact Club

of Convent of Jesus and Mary
School, which is more popularly
known as Fort Convent.

The formal installation, conducted
in the presence of the Principal, Sr.

Arina Ghosal, and the Moderator,
Mrs. Samiksha Mundhe, saw the
hard-working team led by outgoing
President Shreya Sharma handing
over charge to a new set of office-
bearers.

Dipti Kolhatkar is the new Presi-
dent and she is working in coordina-
tion with Mariam Mahadwala as Sec-
retary, Mansi Shah as Director and
Purvi Gupta as Treasurer.

The new team did not waste time
in getting down to brass tacks. It
quickly got into service mode and
organised its first project for the year,

the “Newspaper drive”. Children of
all classes, from Kindergarten to Std.
X, took active part in the drive that
yielded a sum of Rs. 8,346 which was
immediately deposited in a bank for
the welfare of the helpers employed
by the school.

On an invitation from the Rotary
Club of Bombay, the Interactors at-
tended its meeting of August 4 at the
Taj Mahal Hotel when the politician-
cum-designer, Ms Shaina N.C., gave
a talk on “Fashion and politics”. They
heard her speech in rapt attention.

At that meeting, the Rotary Club
of Bombay presented cash awards
and certificates to the winners of the
Fourth National Essay Competition
on the subject, “Can the Rotary Four-
Way Test be my mantra for success?”

As one of the participants in the
competition, the Interact Club of Fort

Convent received a certificate of par-
ticipation and a set of books as a gift.

In another project aimed at spread-
ing awareness about environmental
pollution, the Interactors made charts
highlighting the ill-effects of
thermocol and other plastic products.
They also suggested the use of eco-
friendly material during the annual
Ganpati festival.

Some of the children, especially of
Std. IX, are collecting funds which
they propose to donate to the Spas-
tics Society to help disabled children.

In future, the Interactors plan to
visit a home for the aged and also an
orphanage and to offer a helping hand
to the residents. They are also eager
to take part in environmental pro-
gram-mes and in campaigns to spread
social awareness among the people.

Good luck to the Interactors of the
Convent of Jesus and Mary School.

Women’s
Empowerment

Committee
hosts ‘Career

Guidance’
programme

Poonam Lalvani, Chairperson of
the Women’s Empowerment

Committee, presided over an inter-
esting career guidance programme
organised recently for SSC and HSC
students at the Pant Foundation Hall,
at Meghwadi in Jogeshwari (East).

Arranged by the Andheri RCC, the
event had well over 150 eager stu-
dents and parents lapping up every
word uttered by Poonam who inau-
gurated the programme and offered
advice about the new opportunities
now available to students.

Mrs. Vandana Nagargoje, who
served as the resource person for the

career guidance programme, provided
a lot of information about various
streams of study, as also about ca-
reers, courses and professions.

The talk was followed by an open
discussion in which both students and
parents shot off one query after an-
other to seek clarifications about the
new courses and careers that were
opening up before the youth.

All questions were answered to the
students’ satisfaction and they went
away with a better idea about the
vocations/professions they could take
up after passing the required qualify-
ing exams.

Light snacks were served to all the
participants, students, parents and
so on at the end of the programme,
which was coordinated by the Club’s
social worker, Mr. Narayan Sawant.

He Profits
Most Who
Serves Best
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Happy Birthday
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OFFICE-BEARERS 2009/10

PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary TreasurerIshraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney

Spouses/Rotaryanns
Deenaz Irani
October 24

Miloni Sampat
October 26

Jalaj Dani
October 20

Jimmy
Pochkhanawalla

October 20

Dipan Mehta
October 21

(Dr.) Saryu Doshi
October 22

Dr. Vikram Lele
October 23

Vijay Kumar Taparia
October 26

IPP Ashish Vaid
October 26

Feroze Patch
October 25

Service
Above
Self

Visiting Rotarians
(On October 6, 2009)

Bombay Cuffe Parade: PP
Darshana Doshi; Bombay East:
PDG Manibhai Doshi; Deonar:
PP Gautam Bhattacharya, PP K.
Ramachandran; Madras: Arun
Bewoor; Ottapalam: Ram
Mohan.

October, 2009
My fellow Rotarians,

There are many service organisa-
tions in the world today, but none

so old or so successful as Rotary.
There are many reasons for this and
Vocational Service is one of them. This
year, I wish you to place special em-
phasis on Vocational Service which is
sometimes the forgotten Avenue of
Service in Rotary.

High ethical standards in business
and personal life are still as important
today as they were in 1905. Indeed,
many of the problems our world is
facing today have been caused by the
failure to observe such standards in
business affairs.

Vocational Service, in Rotary, means
that we are committed to honest busi-
ness and unassailable ethics and that
we are equally committed to using our
vocational skills and advantages to help
others. The idea is simple enough but
it is unique to Rotary.

Many service organisations are
open to anyone who wishes to join.
That has never been the case in Ro-
tary. Rotarians only seek out as mem-
bers those who are qualified – those
who have the character, the ability and
the resolve to make a real contribution
to the Club.

I have long believed that the bed-
rock of Rotary is our commitment to
ethical behaviour. It has been putting
what’s right above what’s convenient
and Service Above Self has made
Rotary different from the rest. That is
why we must always remember that
whatever we do, we are each the pub-
lic face of Rotary. We are each the stan-
dard-bearers of our organ-isation.
What one member does, for good or
for ill, reflects on all of us.

So much of what we’ve achieved as
an organisation has come about because
of the trust the world has in Rotary
and in Rotarians. That trust has been

R.I. President places special
emphasis on ‘Vocational Service’

a major part of our success in polio
eradication – the fact that we are known
in every community and known to be
people of goodwill and good hearts.

If we wish to see our organisation
grow and prosper, we must keep Vo-
cational Service front and centre in our
minds and actions. We must seek out
skilled and determined men and women
of character. We must do what is right,
even when it is inconvenient. And we
must always, always, put Service
Above Self.

John Kenny
President

Rotary International

Mahabaleshwar
Fellowship in

February
The Fellowship Committee is

organising a fun-filled Fellow-
ship weekend at The Club, Maha-
baleshwar, from February 12 to
14, 2010 (two nights).

The accommodation at The Club,
Mahabaleshwar, is restricted and
the demand is usually quite high
at that time of the year. While
those who are members of The
Club are requested to directly
book rooms on the above dates,
non-members are requested to
register for the event as soon as
possible.

According to Jimmy Pochkhana-
walla, who is helping the Fellow-
ship Committee with the arrange-
ments, about 15 rooms are likely
to be available for those who are
not members of The Club and
who wish to enjoy the salubrious
environs of Mahabaleshwar.

Members interested in the Fellow-
ship are requested to register as
soon as possible by contacting
Chairman Madhusudan Daga,
Anand Dalal or Mr. Eruch Irani
at the Rotary Secretariat.

Block bookings made in advance will
ensure that the members going to
Mahabaleshwar get suitable ac-
commodation in rooms that are
in close proximity to one another.


