
Vol. 53 Issue No. 25 Mumbai             December 20 to December 26, 2011 Pages 8 Price Rs. 3/-

For Private Circulation Only www.rotaryclubofbombay.org

THE BULLETIN OF  THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOMBAY

THE GATEWAY

Forthcoming
meetings

December 20, 2011
Lord Dolar Popat, Chief Execu-

tive of the TLC Group which
specialises in healthcare and hospi-
tality, to address the Club.

December 27, 2011
Christmas Fellowship at the Taj

Mahal Hotel from 12.30 pm.
January 3, 2012

New Year Fellowship, also at the
Taj Mahal Hotel and also from
12.30 pm.

Rajnikant Mody
passes away

Senior member Rajnikant
Mody, who filled the Classi-

fication Mfg./Mktg.: Tiles when he
was admitted to the Club, passed
away on December 8.

President Paul George recalled
at the last meeting that Rajnikant
had been admitted to the Club way
back on May 2, 1981.

He was a Senior Partner with
Raval & Co. and possessed a
friendly disposition. Although he
had been unwell for some time, he
continued to sport his pleasant
smile whenever he attended Club
meetings.

Members observed a minute’s
silence in memory of Rajnikant
Mody.

The Club also offered its
condolences to Ramesh Mehta,
whose spouse Mira passed away
on December 10. Meera was
extremely active in the Inner
Wheel movement and had
served as District Chair some
years ago.

And here are the Directors elected for the Rotary term 2012-2014. From left
are new Directors Dr. Percy Chibber and Sunny Pariyaram, Ramesh

Narayan, President-Elect Nowroze Vazifdar, new Director Shernaz Vakil,
incoming Hon. Joint Secretary Hiren Kara, new Director Madhusudan

Daga and President-Nominee Nirav Shah

They will lead. President Paul George (second from right) snapped with his
designated successors elected at the 82nd Annual General Meeting.

To his right is President-Elect Nowroze Vazifdar and to his left is President-
Nominee Nirav Shah. At extreme left is Ramesh Narayan, chosen

unanimously to lead the Club in 2014-2015

Nirav Shah will serve as Club President in 2013-14;
to be succeeded by Ramesh Narayan in 2014-15

The 82nd Annual General Meet-
ing of the Rotary Club of Bom-

bay was successfully held at the Taj
Mahal Hotel on Tuesday, December
13, 2011.

All resolutions moved by the chair
were adopted unanimously and the
Office-Bearers for the Rotary year
2012-2013 along with four Directors
for the term 2012-2014 were declared
elected without a contest.

Nirav Shah was elected unopposed
to serve as President of the Rotary
Club of Bombay in 2013-2014.
Ramesh Narayan will succeed him as
President in the Rotary year 2014-
2015.

With the election of Nirav and
Ramesh, the line of succession in the
Club has been established. When Paul
George demits office at the stroke of
midnight on June 30, 2012, Nowroze
Vazifdar will succeed him as Presi-
dent and his team will include Nirav
Shah as President-Elect and Ramesh
Narayan as Vice-President.

President Paul, who conducted the
AGM, handled the proceedings with
his customary aplomb. Among those
seated on the head table were IPP
Pradeep Saxena, President-Elect
Nowroze Vazifdar, Vice-President
Nirav Shah, Hon. Secretary Jagdish
Malkani, Hon. Joint Secretary

Sitaram Shah and Hon. Treasurer
Ishraq Contractor.

The agenda included adoption of
the annual report of the Club and its
accounts, the accounts of the Chari-
ties Trust No. 3 and the reappoint-
ment of the auditors, M/s Sudit K.
Parekh & Company, for both the Club
as well as the Charities Trust.

(Continued on Page 2)

President Paul George invited
members at the last meeting to

enjoy the annual Christmas Fellow-
ship luncheon along with their spouses
on Tuesday, December 27.

He said that the Fellowship Com-
mittee was organising the event which
was being sponsored by a number of
Rotarians.

The afternoon’s luncheon
programme, including wine and beer,
would begin at 12.30 pm and all mem-
bers were invited to bring their
spouses along to enjoy the Christ-
mas Fellowship.

Paul said at the last meeting, which
also featured the Annual General Meet-
ing, that the Christmas Fellowship
luncheon would be followed by an-
other special event.

That event would be the New Year
Fellowship lunch which was being
sponsored by PP Nalin Parikh.

The New Year Fellowship lunch
would also begin at 12.30 pm and all
members were invited to bring their
spouses along to enjoy the Club’s
famed Fellowship.
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(Continued from Page 1)
PP Arvind Jolly, who later pro-

posed the annual report of the Club
for approval, first sought and received
permission to make a few comments.

He said that the issue of the ex-
penses on the Club’s weekly bulletin,
The Gateway, still rankled. It was said
every year that the bulletin would pay
for itself, but every year the losses
appeared to grow.

Every member was paying for the
bulletin, yet there was a loss on this
account. Perhaps it was time to use
the funds for some service activities.
As times were changing, perhaps it
was time for the Club to keep up with
the times and not live on past glory.
This was a suggestion for future lead-
ers to consider.

Responding to his comment, Presi-
dent Paul said that this had indeed been
an area of concern and the Board as
well as the Office-Bearers had dis-
cussed it at several meetings. Request-
ing IPP Pradeep Saxena to give his
views, Paul offered the mike to him.

Pradeep said that a lot of thought
had gone into making the bulletin self-
sustaining. “And I am very happy to
say that this year you will see a differ-
ent figure.”

Picking up the thread from there,
Paul said that this year the bulletin
would more than cover the costs. In
fact, there was even likely to be a sur-
plus.

All this was due to the generosity
of the members. They had contrib-
uted generously, not only in adver-
tisements but also as donations. The
situation regarding the bulletin was
“always on the table”.

Paul pointed out that the bulletin
also served “the purpose of being the
mouthpiece of this great institution of
well over 82 years. We felt there is a
need... it goes out to members, to
corporates, to a whole lot of people
and we are able to talk about our
programmes, our activities which, in
turn, get us money.

In the first six months of this year,
the Club had been able to collect about
Rs. 6 lakhs for the bulletin. Besides,
there were commitments for another
Rs. 2.50 lakhs.

“We will make an effort to see that
this continues, that this will not be a
one-off achievement. A conscious ef-
fort will be made by Nowroze and by
Nirav... Our efforts will be redoubled
in getting finances to support the bul-
letin.”

When Arvind suggested greater
emphasis on the online version of the
bulletin, Paul assured him that it was
being done.

The resolution for approval of the
annual report of the Club for the pe-

Nirav Shah will serve as Club President in 2013-14;
to be succeeded by Ramesh Narayan in 2014-15

riod July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011,
was then moved by the chair. It was
proposed for approval by PP Arvind
Jolly and seconded by PP Dr. Adi
Dastur. It was adopted unanimously.

Next on the agenda was the adop-
tion of the Rotary Club of Bombay’s
accounts for the period July 1, 2010,
to June 30, 2011. The proposal to this
effect was proposed by PP Ajay
Kanoria and seconded by Shivkumar
Israni and carried unanimously.

The third resolution, which was for
the adoption of the accounts of the
Rotary Club of Bombay Charities
Trust No. 3 for the period July 1,
2010, to June 30, 2011, was proposed
by Vinod Juneja and seconded by
Mehul Sampat. It was also carried
unanimously.

The reappointment of auditors was
the next item on the agenda.

PP Rajnikant Reshamwala pro-
posed the resolution that was moved
for the reappointment of M/s Sudit
K. Parekh & Co. as auditors of the
Rotary Club of Bombay for the Ro-
tary year 2011-2012. He was sec-
onded by Hariprasad Nevatia. The
motion was carried unanimously.

Meera Alreja proposed for ap-
proval the resolution to reappoint M/
s Sudit K. Parekh & Co. as auditors of
the Rotary Club of Bombay Charities
Trust No. 3 for the Rotary year 2011-
2012. She was seconded by Hiren
Kara. This motion was also carried
unanimously.

Paul then turned to the election of
Officers for the Rotary year 2012-
2013 and of four Directors for the
Rotary year 2012-2014. He an-
nounced that since only one nomina-
tion had been received for each of the
vacancies, those nominated were de-
clared elected unopposed.

Accordingly, Nirav Shah was
named President-Elect; Ramesh
Narayan Vice-President and President
Nominee; Sitaram Shah Hon. Secre-
tary; Hiren Kara Hon. Joint Secretary;
and Ishraq Contractor Hon. Treasurer
for the Rotary year 2012-2013.

Paul added that Ishraq had requested
that he be relieved of the responsibil-
ity of acting as Hon. Treasurer at the
end of his next term. He had already
served the Club for more than eight
years and wanted a break.

As for the Directors for 2012-2014,
the four members declared elected un-
opposed were Shernaz Vakil, Dr. Percy
Chibber, Madhusudan Daga and
Sunny Pariyaram.

With that, the business of the 82nd
Annual General Meeting of the Ro-
tary Club of Bombay was concluded.

President Paul offered congratula-
tions to President-Elect Nowroze
Vazifdar and his team.

Please enlighten me. PP Arvind Jolly raises a query at the Annual General
Meeting of the Club regarding the losses incurred on the weekly bulletin

He’s really the tallest one. Ishraq Contractor (left), who has served several
terms as Hon. Treasurer, with IPP Pradeep Saxena and Dev Thukral

Sandip’s smile seems to be have been sandwiched. PP Sandip Agarwalla is
flanked by Roda Billimoria and Preeti Mehta at the last meeting of the Club

You expect me to take to the greens so early in life? Hon. Joint Secretary Sitaram
Shah asks Moy Biswas as reigning golf champion Dev Thukral looks on
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At the last meeting
(Held on December 13, 2011)

PRESIDENT Paul George
called the meeting to order and

welcomed members to the 82nd
Annual General Meeting of the
Rotary Club of Bombay.

BIRTHDAYS
Members celebrating their birth-

day during the week were felici-
tated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 109
Visiting Rotarians 3
Rotaryanns 2
Total 114
Svc. box collection Rs. 3,400

Two new Rotarians, Vandan Shah
and Dileep Madgavkar, were for-

mally inducted as members of the
Rotary Club of Bombay after the con-
clusion of the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Club on December 13, 2011.

While Vandan, who is the son of
the veteran Sitaram Shah, has been
loaned the Classification “Export of
Aluminium Castings”, Dileep will fill
the slot reserved for “Finance: Port-
folio Management”.

Hariprasad Nevatia, who did the
honours for Vandan, said it was a joy-
ous occasion for him because 21 years
ago he had also introduced his father
to members of the Club. (This state-
ment elicited loud applause.)

Vandan was the Managing Director
of Sipra Engineers Pvt. Ltd., which
had won several awards for its export
performance. M/s Sipra had four
plants in Nashik and employed about
500 people. It supplied castings to
Tata Motors, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Piaggio, Mercedes and Land Rover,
among others.

Hariprasad said Vandan had stud-
ied at La Martiniere, Calcutta; the
Doon School, Dehradun; St. Xavier’s,
Bombay; and R.V. Engineering Col-
lege, Bangalore, where he had com-
pleted his B.E.

An active member of the CII (Con-
federation of Indian Industry), he used
to be a debating champion at college
and was a member of the winning
water polo team at junior college.

Interestingly, Hariprasad added,
Vandan had a farm near Sula Vineyards
at Nashik, “so we can hope for a Fel-
lowship programme there”.

Vandan was married to Ekta and
the couple had two daughters, Suditi
and Meha.

Hon. Secretary Jagdish Malkani
formally introduced the second new
member, Dileep Madgavkar, an invest-
ment management professional.

Since May, 2008, Dileep had been
the Head of Fund Advisory at Global
Investment House India Pvt. Ld., who

TWO NEW MEMBERS FORMALL Y INDUCTED
were investment advisers to the Mayur
Hedge Fund. A member of the Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants of In-
dia, he had a B.Com. from St. Xavier’s
College, Calcutta.

He started his career with Bank of
America as a dealer in foreign exchange
and fixed income. He then went to
ANZ Grindlays Bank where he served
as Head of Portfolio Management.

Moving on to Prudential ICICI
Asset Management Company in
1998, he served as Chief Investment
Officer and was responsible for funds
worth about $3.5 billion across debt
and equity products.

While at Prudential ICICI, Dileep
headed the Derivatives Committee of
the Association of Mutual Funds of
India and also served on its Debt Valu-
ation and Best Practices Committees.

In 2004, he moved to Hong Kong
as Investment Director with Pruden-
tial Asset Management, helped over-
see equity investments in Asia and
directly managed the Dragon Peacock
Fund (an Indo-China fund) and an In-
dia-dedicated fund launched in Japan.

Jagdish added that Dileep was mar-
ried to Anu and the couple had two
children, Devika and Rahul.

Following the introductions, Presi-
dent Paul conducted the formal induc-
tion ceremony, which included affix-
ing a Rotary pin on the lapels of the
new members and presenting them
with a copy of the new Club Roster,
Four-Way Test placards and other
Rotary literature.

Welcome to the Rotary Club of
Bombay, Vandan and Dileep.

Dileep Madgavkar was the second new member to be formally inducted at
the last meeting

Welcome to the Rotary Club of Bombay. President Paul George attaches a
Rotary pin to the lapel of new member Vandan Shah

First Lady Sheila and President Paul George, together with
Sabira and Ahmedhusein Merchant, Annie and Jacob Abraham,
Meenakshi and George Mathew, Lovey and Sunny Pariyaram,

Suresh Goklaney, Lalita and Joseph Koshy, Sandra and Aliakbar Merchant,
Marzena and Marek Dziki, Sheila and PP Gul Kripalani,

Pineka and Bernd Schneider, Sheila Bulchandani, and Rashna and Soli Cooper

are pleased to invite you and your spouse to a Fellowship Christmas Lunch
on Tuesday, December 27, 2011 at 12.30 pm at the Taj Mahal Hotel, Mumbai

Please join in the good cheer and come and enjoy the scrumptious ’XMAS fare
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HAVING SERIOUS FUN, a la SACHIN TENDULKAR

They reached there in groups. But the first thing that guests at the Jatias’ Fellowship in Khandala did was to have fun. The atmosphere was perfect,
the mood just right and the company excellent. Ashok Jatia, along with his spouse Vatsala, had made excellent arrangements

Many outdoor games, some of them long forgotten, had been arranged. And members took part in them with great gusto and zeal. As if they were taking
part in an event at the Olympics Games. But even Sachin Tendulkar is said to be very, very serious when he is having fun

The music offered by the strummers was just in keeping with the mood of the day (Sunday, December 4). Soft, tuneful and lilting, as if in keeping with
the cool, dry breeze that wafted up from the valley and spread all over the Jatias’ bungalow

A sumptuous brunch welcomed the members as they reached Khandala. Some of those who had partaken of it preferred to sit in the shade to digest what
they had consumed and even egged on those who were participating in the games on the lawns
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HAVING SERIOUS FUN, a la SACHIN TENDULKAR

Captain courageous and the Hon. Sec.! Paul George and Jagdish Malkani take off during one of the events. In the picture at right, Vinod Juneja and
Arin Master seem to be goading on Bharat Taparia to don a straw hat to protect himself from the sun’s ultraviolet rays

Was the umpire acting in a biased manner? Was he cheating? Or, as some wondered, was he indulging in a bit of ‘match fixing’? A question asked in jest
and answered with a loud guffaw. Most of the grey heads at the Fellowship showed that they were children at heart

Percy, poor Percy! There was Percy Master trying to organise things as the contest for ‘Master Chef’ got underway, and there, at left, was Sitaram Shah,
enjoying a glob of mashed ice. But he quickly got down to brass tacks with Percy, Meera Alreja and Ashwin Thakkar

Trust Paul to prove the world wrong. People may insist that too many cooks spoil the broth. But when President Paul George is in charge, too many cooks
win the prize! Paul led the team that won the ‘Master Chef’ contest. It was, at the end of the day, a terrific Fellowship
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With Rotary friends. PP Kalpana Munshi and Naresh Jain, along with their families, went on a seven-nation cruise
of the Far East when the crew arranged a meeting of Rotarians on board. From left are Michael Clark of the
Rotary Club of Aloha, District 1010; Naresh; DGN Valerie Wafer from Canada; Kalpana; John Davies of the

Rotary Club of Douglas; Ernie Chambers of Beeston, District 1220 (UK); Juanita Barber of Minnamurra, District
9750 (Sydney); and friends. (Right) Naresh and Kalpana with DGN Valerie and Juanita

They raised a
toast to the
Rotary Club
of Bombay

Two members of the Rotary Club
of Bombay, PP Kalpana Munshi

and Naresh Jain, collected uncounted
encomiums for the Club in the course
of a 16-day cruise of seven countries
starting from China and touching
South Korea, Vietnam, Hong Kong,
Thailand, Japan and Singapore.

Although it was private visit along
with their respective families, it was
turned into a Rotary event for some
time when the crew organised a spe-
cial Rotary meeting over tea for all the
Rotarians on board hailing from India,
the USA, the UK, Scotland, Canada,
South America, Japan and Australia.

The Rotarians who attended the
meeting introduced themselves and
spoke about their respective Clubs,
Districts and activities. They also ex-
pressed a desire to collaborate on an
international basis and to have joint
projects and Fellowships.

One of the Rotarians at the meeting
was District Governor Nominee

Valerie Wafer from Canada. She spoke
about her District and her country.
That prompted Kalpana to mention
the Canadian Slumber Kit project on
which Clubs in India had been col-
laborating for several years with their
Canadian counterparts.

On learning about suspension of the
collaboration, Valerie said she would
look into it and see that it continued.

When Kalpana described the struc-
ture, composition and working of the

Rotary Club of Bombay, there were
surprised faces all around.

Few could believe that it had a
membership of about 330 and that it
had no less than 50 Committees ac-
tively engaged in different service ac-
tivities as prescribed by the Rotary
movement.

The fact that the Club had spon-
sored 28 Interact Clubs, five Rotaract
Clubs and 15 Rotary Community
Corps elicited even more surprise. In-

formation about the association with
two hospitals and the adoption of four
municipal schools under the
Bhavishya-Yaan project left the
Rotarians speechless.

But they regained their compo-
sure and, before long, Rotarians
from different parts of the world
were raising a toast to the Rotary
Club of Bombay.

Thank you for bringing us the
news, Kalpana.

That’s how you do it. Ms Julia Silverman explains the working of ‘sOccket’, a
mini-generator in the form of a football as Mudit Jain and Hiren Kara look
on in surprise. (Right) Just kick the ball and it generates power. President
Paul George and Hon. Joint Secretary Sitaram Shah are taken in by the

simplicity of the ‘sOccket’

KICK A BALL  TO LIGHT  A LAMP

Students of elementary physics
know that when an object moves

with speed from one point to another,
there is production of kinetic energy.
Thus, when a football is kicked, it is
given motion; that motion is converted
into energy (which is called kinetic en-
ergy). But can someone kick a football
and actually produce sufficient energy
to light a reading lamp, to work a water
purifier, or to switch on a cell phone
charger?

What was a distinct possibility in
the textbooks has now been converted
into a reality.

At the meeting of the Rotary Club
of Bombay on November 29, 2011, a
young visitor from the USA was led in
by Mudit Jain and introduced to Presi-
dent Paul George and others.

Ms Julia Silverman carried what was,
for all practical purposes, a football but
with a hidden aperture into which a
reading lamp was plugged and... Lo,
and behold! It lit a lamp!

When the lamp flickered, it was dis-
connected, the aperture closed, the foot-
ball dropped to the floor and kicked. A
kick or two later, it was picked up and
the lamp reattached. It gave normal light
once again.

The surprised look on the faces of
Paul and the others said it all. The gap
between science fiction and science fact
had been bridged. But that was only
for a short while, till realisation dawned
that kinetic energy was yet another one
of the several non-conventional sources
of energy which were being tapped all

over the world (thanks to the shrinking
of fossil fuel reserves).

Ms Silverman, who is the Co-
Founder of Uncharted Play Inc., which
created the special football, said the
“sOccket” had been designed as a cut-
ting-edge energy solution.

“It’ s a mini-generator in the form of
a football. The invention was specifi-
cally designed for use in developing ar-
eas where electricity is often inacces-
sible or non-existent. During play with
the ‘sOccket’, an internal mechanism
captures and stores the energy from
the movement of the ball so that it can
be used later to power critical accesso-
ries like a reading lamp, water purifier
or cell phone charger.”

She and Ms Jessica O. Matthews,
who jointly invented the “sOccket”
when they were undergraduates at
Harvard University, focused on devel-
oping countries because football or soc-
cer was very much the rage there and it
would not require much effort to make
the device acceptable and popular.

Ms Silverman claimed that the foot-
ball would have a life of about three to
four years even after the generator in-
side it stopped functioning.

Uncharted Play was a social enter-
prise that served those in need by manu-
facturing and distributing “sOccket”
balls to resource-poor communities
around the globe. It hoped to bring the
movement to India and was looking for
funding to achieve the goal. It can be
contacted at info@unchartedplay.com
for more details.
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L ord Dolar Popat, a British Asian
businessman and politician, be-

came a member of the House of Lords
as a Life Peer in 2010 and is the first
Gujarati to represent the Conserva-
tive Party in the House.

President of the Harrow East
Conservative Association, he is a
member of or adviser to various
Asian groups within the Conserva-
tive Party. Now Chief Executive of
the TLC Group which specialises
in healthcare and hospitality, he will
address the Club on December 20.

Born and brought up in Uganda
as one of eight siblings, Lord Popat
emigrated to Britain in 1971 during
the expulsion of Asians from Idi
Amin’s country with only £10 in
his pocket. He financed his studies
at the Kilburn Polytechnic night
school by taking on various jobs,
including working as a dishwasher,
waiter and grill chef at Wimpey.

He qualified as a Member of the
Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants (CIMA) in 1977 and

Lord Dolar landed in London with
just ten pounds in his pockets

married Lady Sandhya Popat in
1980 (they have three sons, Rupeen,
Paavan and Shivaan).

After completing his studies,
Lord Popat held a number of posi-
tions, including trainee accountant
at Abagjan Ltd., UDT Finance (Bar-
clays), Rockware Glass and as per-
sonal accountant to Mr. Peter Par-
ker. Practising as an accountant, he
specialised in business and corpo-
rate finance.

Lord Popat diversified into the
healthcare sector in the late 1980s
and the hospitality sector in the late
1990s and secured a master fran-
chise with Holiday Inn and Express
by Holiday Inn in the UK.

An advocate of community co-
hesion and reconciling different cul-
tures under the UK’s central demo-
cratic process, he has been actively
involved with the Conservative
Party since the 1980s, serving two
Party Prime Ministers – Ms Mar-
garet Thatcher and Mr. John Ma-
jor.


