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The Indian Penal Code has seen
only three amendments with re-

gard to crimes against women in the
last 150 years. In contrast, new eco-
nomic legislation in the shape of mar-
ket rules and regulations comes up
with unfailing regularity every two
to three months.

Is it any wonder then that crimes
against women are an everyday phe-
nomenon in India, occurring with sick-
ening frequency in all strata of soci-
ety and in every corner of the coun-
try? The National Commission for
Women, which is a statutory body,
hardly makes a difference.

But the speaker at the last meet-
ing, a former Chairperson of the Com-
mission, believes otherwise and has
shown how it can be done.

Dr. (Ms) Poornima Advani re-
vealed while speaking on “Crime
against women” that she had roped
in Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the then
President of India, and made him act
as the “dentures” of the “toothless”
National Commission for Women
(NCW).

The NCW was set up as a statu-
tory body some time after 1981 when
a separate Ministry for Woman and
Child was created (as against the ear-
lier Ministry of Social Justice). Its
reports had to be tabled in Parliament
but no one took them seriously.

It was then that she went to the
President and requested his assis-
tance. It was decided that whenever
there was any serious problem, any
policy decision or the need for an
amendment in the provisions of the
law, she would send him a report.

The President would forward
this to the government and ask for
an “action taken” report. This
novel approach succeeded in wak-
ing up the administration. It had
to furnish a reply to the First Citi-
zen, which meant that it had to
take some action in the first place.
It could not give a “nil” report.

“We could resolve many cases
with this method. Therefore, it largely
depends on the dynamics of the in-

stitution concerned. The National
Human Rights Commission is headed
by a retired Chief Justice of India;
hence it is in a better position to call
for reports.

“But mind you, the moment you
call for a report… the administration
is very clever in tampering with re-
ports. But if a committee goes to the
spot (of an incident)” then virtually
everybody was galvanised and the
truth invariably came out.

Dr. Advani was introduced by
Programme Chairman Nanik Rupani
as the only physiotherapist in India
to acquire a doctorate in law (from
Bombay University). A renowned ex-
pert in criminal and corporate law,
she was a Rotarian when she lived in
Bombay till some years ago.

Apart from narrating some of her
experiences as NCW Chairperson,
Dr. Advani also spoke of hope and a
brighter morrow, adding that it would
be possible only if women stepped
forward and took matters in hand.

She started her talk by stating that
“none of the statistics (about crimes
against women) that are reported are
worth even a pinch of salt”. In a vast
country with multiple dimensions
where 80% lived in rural areas, few
people were able to file an FIR.

It was difficult to locate a police
station that was not under the influ-
ence of local politicians and of money
and muscle power. Filing a truthful
FIR was even more difficult; further,
unless an FIR was filed, the criminal
law was not set in motion.

Some years ago, when she was ad-
dressing a meeting as NCW Chair-
person, someone from the back of
the hall asked whether she would care
to visit a building opposite the
Gamdevi (D.B. Marg) Police Station
without her protocol and official en-
tourage.

She took up the offer and reached
the place at 5 pm the next day. Also
present was the Chairperson of the
Juvenile Commission, the Chairper-
son of the Maharashtra State Com-
mission for Women, the NGO that
had arranged the visit and a journalist
from The Times of India.

At a stone’s throw from Gamdevi
Police Station was a Parsi fire temple
and behind it a pink building called
“Jamuna Mansion”. The people who
accompanied her quietly closed the
collapsible gates of the building and
placed locks on them.

“It was a four-storey building,
with 16 rooms per floor. And at 5 in
the evening on a working day we

Forthcoming
meetings

February 23, 2010
Rotary Public Awards to be dis-

tributed. The Somchand Parikh
Award for Best Teacher to be pre-
sented to Mr. Milind Jadhav of
Bharda School.

And the Anita Parikh Award for
Empowerment of Women to be
given to Ms Chetna Sinha. Ms
Sinha to speak on “Women and mi-
cro enterprises”.

March 2, 2010
Mrs. Rajyalakshmi Rao, mem-

ber of the National Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission, to
speak on “Medical negligence”.

March 9, 2010
Dr. G. Madhavan Nair, ISRO

Chairman, to be honoured with the
PP Sohrab Godrej Award for Sci-
ence and Technology.

March 16, 2010
The PP Taru Lalvani Environ-

ment Award of the Rotary Club of
Bombay to be presented to Dr.
R.K. Pachauri, Chairman of the
United Nation’s Inter-Governmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change.

When the President of India agreed to act as the ‘dentures’
of the ‘toothless’ National Commission for Women

She is the only physiotherapist in India to acquire a doctorate in law and to
head the National Commission for Women. Dr. Poornima Advani

addresses the last meeting of the Club

found 150 men with commercial sex
workers, 80% of whom were chil-
dren, students of the Eighth and Ninth
Standards.

“Parents are busy, attending so-
cial and commercial calls and duties.
But do they know where their chil-
dren go?

“After leaving school, in the garb
of going for tuitions, they reach
‘Jamuna Mansion’.”

Fortunately, there was no po-
lice officer in charge of the Gam-
devi Police Station at that time
because one man had just demit-
ted office and his replacement had
just taken charge. The four po-
licemen on duty were soaked in
tobacco and did not know what
they were saying.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
“They said to me, why are you

bothering, Madam? We have photo-
graphs of all the girls. And out came
two albums with photographs of each
and every girl who was there at
‘Jamuna Mansion’, her height,
weight… and every detail.”

Thus, right under their nose, and
with complete police knowledge, ex-
ploitation of minors as commercial sex
workers was taking place in south
Bombay, practically unknown to ev-
erybody.

Next morning, The Times of India
carried the news on its front page. It
caught the eye of the Governor. It was
a Sunday morning but he called a meet-
ing of the DG, the Police Commissioner
and the Home Minister (Mr. Chagan
Bhujbal was the incumbent at that
time). Dr. Advani was also called. The
incensed Governor asked, “How have
you licensed this?”

When she was asked her opinion,
Dr. Advani said it would be better if all
the men who had been caught in the
building were made to spend one night
in the police station so that parents
learnt about their sons and wives about
their husbands

Far from South Bombay, the speak-
er recalled, she had just reached Luck-
now station and received the news –
not reported by the newspapers – that
a three-month-old baby had been raped
in Lakhimpur-Kheri district.

Her team rushed to the village. The
baby was in a pathetic state despite
three operations. But no FIR had been
filed because the man who had com-
mitted the crime was politically influ-
ential.

With the help of Mrs. Sushma
Swaraj, the then Union Health Minis-
ter, Dr. Advani managed to get the
PMO involved. The then Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, took
interest in the case and the follow-up.
The baby was treated and taken care
of for about four months.

“But the issue is that many of these
crimes go unreported. We know of only
the few that are covered in the papers
and the electronic media. Thanks to
the investigative journalism of the elec-
tronic media, there is huge pressure on
the law-enforcement agencies to do
something.

“However, the electronic media
cannot substitute a law-enforcing
agency. And once it stops being hot
news, no one is bothered, unless it
is the Nithari killings or a few other
cases.”

Dr. Advani said another big prob-
lem concerned HIV and AIDS. Al-

though very few HIV cases resulted in
AIDS, knowledge of this fact was lack-
ing and often led to tragic consequences.
India had a National Aids Control
Organisation (NACOR) and similar
set-ups in the States (SACORs); but
this institutional mechanism, instead
of serving its purpose, sometimes went
against the very interests of women.

On a visit to Andhra Pradesh, she
was told that a girl had been burnt alive
in Kuppam; she had been diagnosed
with HIV and a SACOR representa-
tive had made a home visit.

But this visit was interpreted by
the villagers to mean that the woman
was “dangerous” and that she had to
be avoided. She was given no food,
nothing to eat, had nowhere to go and
her brother and his wife put her out-
side the hut.

When she started feeling cold, they
wrapped her in a gunny bag. Soon, she
started smelling and the whole village
started stinking. The upshot of all this
was that the municipality was told to
take her away. She was burnt alive.

This happened in the constituency
of Mr. Chandrababu Naidu when he
was the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh. But there was no report in
the media because it concerned the
CM’s district.

Such crimes against women were
occurring throughout the length and
breadth of the country. For example,
there were bonded labourers in some
rice fields in Tamil Nadu where the
women were branded for four to five
generations.

Some generations earlier, some one
had taken a loan of Rs. 50 and been
unable to repay it. The amount kept
on multiplying and had grown to lakhs;
the loan was “passed down” to four
generations. No one was ever going to
repay it. The women continued work-

ing (even two or three days after deliv-
ery) as bonded labourers and the own-
ers of the rice mills kept a little diary
listing the amount due and the names
of the victims.

“Such things are happening every
day in our country… what statistics
can you and I ask for or look into?”

Dr. Advani then turned to what she
called the “brighter” side.

Pointing out that women had grit
and could change things on their own,
she recalled visiting a woman who
earned a living by dancing, in a dark,
damp, god-forsaken village in Bihar.

A young girl emerged from an inner
room to say, “Good evening, Ma’am”.
She was shocked at this greeting. The
girl told her that she was doing her B.A.
(Hons.); her mother didn’t want her to
wear dancing bells, so she earned and
paid for her education. The girl was a
student of Delhi University.

“So it’s not the law-enforcing
agencies who will make a differ-
ence, it’s the mothers of this coun-
try who will make a difference. It’s
the mothers of this country who will
make a difference in every stream.
There is no end to the examples
that I can quote.”

When she visited a remote area near
the Sariska wildlife sanctuary in
Rajasthan, the women told her that
they did not want a police station to
be established in their village. They said
if ever there was a problem, they would
sit under a tree and would resolve it
before the sun set.

“They said they had the capacity
to resolve problems. Unfortunately,
in cities we don’t have the capacity.
We don’t have the courage to say
that we don’t need a police station.”

Dr. Advani recalled that as an LL.M.
student of Bombay University she and
a friend went to Azad Maidan Police

Station to see how it functioned. They
told the police that they wanted to file
an FIR on behalf of a friend who had
been beaten for dowry.

The first question that was shot at
them was, “Is she alive or dead?” The
girls said that had she been dead they
would have been at Chandanwadi cre-
matorium and not trying to file an FIR.

But the police told them in a very
matter-of-fact manner: “No, Madam,
come to us if she dies… we have this
book titled ‘Indian Penal Code’ and
it’s written that if she dies then you
can come here.”

It was this lack of sensitisation that
had to be addressed by the country’s
Planning Commission. It had to adopt
a gender-sensitive budget, whether for
the judiciary, the police or the admin-
istration. A lot of money was being
spent but it was not flowing in the
right direction and its beneficiaries were
ignorant about what was due to them.

On another occasion, Dr. Advani
said, she was at the government hos-
pital in Agra when a woman on the
verge of delivery reached there. The
child was about to be born but there
was no doctor. She was told to travel
another 100 km. to reach a hospital to
deliver. There were two journalists
from Dainik Bhaskar who said they
would not let her go and would see
that she delivered at that hospital.

It was learnt later that the doctors
appointed to that government hospi-
tal were illegally conducting private
practice, leaving the job of performing
deliveries to dais and ayahs who could
not handle complicated cases.

Dr. Advani and the others followed
the case and got the doctor suspended
in order to send out a stern message to
those not performing their duties. But
for how long could such a message
carry substance? Six to eight months?
And what if the person concerned had
political clout? He or she would not
even be suspended in the first place.

Having described some of her expe-
riences, the speaker then explained the
setting up of the Ministry for Woman
and Child and how she was able to
turn the “toothless” National Commis-
sion for Women into one that made the
administration work with the help of
the then President of India, Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam.

Finally, Dr. Advani narrated two
incidents of sati, one each in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan. The first was
an example of the callousness of the
district administration, while the sec-
ond showed what a woman who was
aware of the law could achieve.

(Continued on Page 6)

‘Mothers of India unite – you have nothing to lose but
your dependence,’ says former NCW Chief

The electronic media brings pressure on law-enforcement agencies to do
something, but it cannot substitute a law-enforcing agency, says

Dr. Poornima Advani while speaking at the last meeting
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At the last
meeting

(Held on February 16, 2010)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting Rot-
arians, Rotaryanns, guests and oth-
ers.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 108
Visiting Rotarians 5
Spouses/Rotaryanns 4
Guests 1
Total 118
Svc. box collection Rs. 6,450

It’s only women who can change the world. And they are already at it. Dr. (Ms) Poornima Advani (third from
right), former Chairperson of the National Commission for Women, snapped at the last meeting in the company of
(from right), Dilnavaz Variava, Dr. Nayna Dastur, Poonam Lalvani, Prof. Rohini Chowgule, Priyasri Patodia and

Rotaryann Dr. Renu Raina

So who’s sceptical and about what? Madan Menon (left) has already caught
the attention of Akil Hirani. But Apoorva Diwanji (centre) does not seem to

be convinced about the point he is making

Three wise men with a birthday boy. Deepak Kapadia, who celebrated his
birthday on February 21, seen in the company of Hans Khimji,

PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani and PP Dr. J.C. Kothari

An invitation
from Detroit

Come July, 2010, and the Ro-
tary Club of Detroit, USA,

will complete 100 years. And
guess who’s coming to the
party?

Ray Klinginsmith, the Rotary In-
ternational President for 2010-
2011, has agreed to attend the
meeting of the Rotary Club of
Detroit as it completes 100
years of service.

PP Jay Ganatra from Detroit, who
was a Visiting Rotarian at the
last meeting of the Club, has
invited the members of this
Club to Detroit to attend its cen-
tennial.

Birthday donations

President Nandan Damani stated
at the last meeting that an aggre-

gate amount of Rs. 12,001 has been
received as birthday donations from
various members.

While Mayank Kummar and
Prafulla Mogre have given Rs. 5,000
each, Hiren Kara has contributed Rs.
2,001.

Nandan thanked the members for
their generous donations.

For ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’

A donation of Rs. 25,000 has been
received from Mr. Sameer Soni

for the Bhavishya-Yaan project.
President Nandan Damani an-

nounced at the last meeting that the
donation had been received through
the kind courtesy of Manojj Kumar
Patodia.

Different men, different thoughts. While Bulletin Chairman PP Arun Sanghi
(centre) goes through the latest edition of ‘The Gateway’, Jagdish Malkani
(left) contemplates life over a glass of fresh lime and water and Natoobhai

Brahmbhatt is all smiles at right
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MEN’S DAY OUT – AT THE ‘MEN’S COOKOUT’

Several male members of the Club got together on Valentine’s Day to do something they had never done before. They took part in a ‘Cookout’ at the home
of President Nandan Damani. Among the ‘cooks’ who can be spotted here are Shivkumar Israni, Madhusudan Daga, Mudit Jain, PP Sandip Agarwalla

and Anand Dalal; Ashok Minawala, Alok Sekhsaria and Manojj Kumar Patodia; Abhinav Aggarwal, Kirit Kamdar, Hiren Kara and Sohail Shikari

This had better be good. Rachna Agarwal samples a dish proffered by Ashok Minawala. With her are Jayati Dasgupta, Komal Israni and Urvashi
Minawala. And while Arjun Jolly and Manoj Israni (centre) are ready with their dishes, Mehul Sampat (right) seems to be doing brisk ‘business’. He served

up some delicious ‘pani puri’ and had the women slurping away. All participants in the ‘Cookout’ came with their respective recipes and raw materials

It is reported that none of the cooks spoilt the broth and that no one suffered a 'Bombay belly'. PP Sandip Agarwalla seriously concentrated on getting his
'dosas' round; and Shyyamniwas Somani and Naresh Kumar Jain (who rustled up 'dahi wadas') were quite happy in the company of their spouses who

gave them moral support. In the last picture, Rajas Doshi tries the fondue as Arvind Agarwal, Nidhi Aggarwal and Vandana Daga await their turn

As the evening progressed, there was singing and dancing, too. After all, it was a Valentine’s Day party. Anita Parikh and Pradeep Chinai croon into the same
microphone while Dipan Mehta and PP Nalin Parikh look on in surprise. In the centre, PPs Arvind Jolly and Dr. Adi Dastur share some information, but

Nowroze Vazifdar and Bipin Kapadia focus elsewhere. Finally, First Lady Shreelekha Damani presents a prize to Rakhee Reshamwala
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The twelfth edition of the Terry Fox Run

On Sunday, February 14, hundreds of children from different schools turned up for the annual ‘Terry Fox Run’ arranged by PP Gul Kripalani along
Marine Drive. This was the twelfth time that the Rotary Club of Bombay associated itself with the event. Most of the young participants in the ‘Run’ wore

T-shirts with a picture of Terry Fox. They were flagged off by the city’s Police Commissioner, Mr. D. Sivanandhan (right)

Welcome to the Brabourne Stadium. Gul and Sabira Merchant welcome the participants at the stadium. In the centre is Mr. Mark Carney, Governor of the
Bank of Canada, addressing the youth. Finally, Sheila and Sabira (from right) are photographed with film star Tara Sharma. The collections from the

‘Run’ are given to the Tata Memorial Hospital for research on cancer in children

At ‘Discon 2010’, the 3140 District Conference

M aking their presence felt. Several members of the Ro-
tary Club of Bombay attended the District Conference

of R.I. District 3140 which was held on February 6 and 7.
Among those who can be spotted in these pictures are Nirav

Shah, Madhusudan Daga, Nowroze Vazifdar, Alok Sekhsaria,
Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni, Roda Billimoria, Sitaram
Shah, Manojj Kumar Patodia, IPP Ashish Vaid, President
Nandan Damani and President-Elect Pradeep Saxena.

The second picture also features Pranay Vakil, S.K. Mitra, the
Club’s Executive Secretary, Mr. Eruch Irani, and PP Sandip
Agarwalla.

As already reported, the Rotary Club of Bombay picked up
ten District Awards at ‘Discon 2010’ for its performance dur-
ing the year 2008-2009 under the stewardship of President
Ashish Vaid. These included seven trophies/shields and
three certificates of appreciation.

One of the highlights of the District Conference was the focus
on the Rotary Club of Bombay and its outstanding
‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ project.

The Club set up a special counter at the Conference venue
where it provided information about this project and an-
swered queries raised by the members of several Rotary
Clubs.
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THE INNER WHEEL CLUB AND ITS PROJECTS

Let cool water flow. A resident of Shivkar village near Panvel uses the new hand pump to draw water from the bore well installed in the village by the Inner
Wheel Club of Bombay recently. The ninth water project of the Club, this one was sponsored by Ms Gisela and Dr. Gerd-Bernd Mohr of Bochum,
Germany. Among those captured in the first picture are PP Raksha Mehta, the chief guest Ms Rita Steinau, Inner Wheel President Falguni Mehta,

PP Komal Israni, Hon. Secretary Geeta Kapur, Ms Dettha Pieters and Ms Soni Israni. In the second photo, Ms Rita Steinau proudly carries a steel vessel.
Also in the frame is Amita Haribhakti (behind Raksha Mehta)

And then it was time to take to the field. The Inner Wheel Club distributed kits for cricket, badminton and other games, as also stationery and sports attire
to the students of the residential school for tribal children at Shantivan, Panvel. Standing from left to right are Amita Haribhakti, Ms Dettha Pieters,
Sadhana Jain, Ms Soni Israni, Ms Mani Gandhi, PP Komal Israni, Ms Rita Steinau, PP Raksha Mehta, Falguni Mehta, Geeta Kapur, Mr. Shankar

Bagade and Mr. Kambli. In the second picture, members of the Club are snapped at the site of the soil and water conservation project which has been
sponsored by the Rotary and Inner Wheel Clubs of Lowestoft South, UK

(Continued from Page 2)
In Madhya Pradesh, the District

Collector knew that a woman was go-
ing to commit sati but did nothing about
it. On the contrary, he tried to give it a
different colour and insisted that it was
not a case of sati. However, a 12-year-
old girl spilled the beans.

She said in Hindi: “My mother
went to commit sati; she wore the red
clothes that she had worn when she
got married… the whole village went
with her, chanting Sati mata ki jai ho!”

In another incident in Rajasthan
around the same time, an attempt at
sati was stopped by a woman
panchayat member who was also the
chairperson of the district committee
because she was aware of the law.

“I think it is very important that
those of us who come in contact with
the powers that be impress upon them
the need to ensure that the beneficia-
ries know of the benefits and the insti-
tutional support that is available to

them. If you as Rotarians can get in-
volved in this movement, I’m sure that
a lot can be achieved.

“It is not just 33% women being in
Parliament that will resolve our prob-
lems. I think it is more important to
have 33% of time of Parliamentary
debate being devoted to these social
issues – because women can’t be iso-
lated from men – issues that envelope
the length and breadth of our country.

“The Indian Penal Code has seen
only three amendments regarding
crimes against women from 1860 till
date, whereas economic legislation…
SEBI comes out with rules and regula-
tions every two to three months...
That’s the kind of importance that en-
velopes the mind of an average politi-
cian and does not permit him to think
of areas that require thinking,” Dr.
Advani added.

The first question was asked by
Mudit Jain who wanted to know the
fate of those who visited prostitutes

the then Chief Minister, Mr. Mano-
har Parrikar. They put a stop to the
practice of men from the neighbouring
states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu leaving their wives
in Goa for three to four months dur-
ing the tourist “season” to work as
prostitutes and to earn money.

In a red-light area in Banaras, there
was a room with a red stole (chunari
or dupatta) which was visited by sev-
eral women to pray. On inquiring she
was told that there was a girl who
lived in that room, that a client had
fallen in love with her and wanted to
marry her. She said she would marry
him but on condition that he would
lead his baraat (marriage procession)
to the red-light district and take her
away.

“He did as she said and the girl’s
room came to be worshipped because
every woman wants the same future
for herself, for her daughter – and that
is to go with dignity. They are all

‘Parliament should devote 33% of its time to debate social issues’
as customers. Were they also con-
victed and sent to jail?

Dr. Advani said solicitation was
prohibited by law hence it was the
prostitutes who solicited who were
put behind bars. But there was no
law prohibiting customers; therefore
prostitution was proliferating and had
become one of the biggest businesses
in the country.

Making a pitch for legalisation of
prostitution, Dr. Shailesh Raina said
the condition of some of the women
whom he saw as a doctor was pa-
thetic. In countries where prostitu-
tion was legalised, the rate of infec-
tion of HIV and other ailments had
fallen and the women were better
cared for because they paid taxes.

Dr. Advani said she did not believe
in legalisation of prostitution; the
debate was endless and had been go-
ing on for centuries.

She recalled her effort to cleanse
Baina beach in Goa with the help of
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human beings; they are all victims of
violence in one way or another. It’s
poverty, the intractable poverty in
the country that they have to face.”

Burjor Poonawala asked about the
Ruchika Girhotra case of Chandigarh
(where a teenaged girl was molested
18 years ago and her family harassed
to such an extent that she committed
suicide). Would that girl ever get jus-
tice? The accused, ex-DGP S.P.S.
Rathore, was so influential that he
was not likely to serve even the short
sentence awarded to him.

Dr. Advani said there were many
Ruchikas who had not come in the
public eye.

“There are women who are
raped within the police station.
And if the Chief Minister also
holds the position of Home Min-
ister, you can be sure that that they
will not get justice.

“As for your question, I feel that
there will be some result because it is
now in the public domain; that causes
public pressure and compels people
to work even if they do not want to.
Rathore has now ruined (lost) the
kind of pull that he had earlier.”

PP Haresh Jagtani said he sup-
ported the legislations that empow-
ered and protected women, including
Section 498(a) of the Indian Penal
Code which dealt with the curse of
dowry. However, this was misused,
too. Why were women’ organisations
not speaking against such misuse?

Agreeing with him, Dr. Advani said
a truly happy woman would neither
use nor misuse any provision that
could ruin her life. Therefore, “some
disturbance” had occurred and she
had been advised by some one to use,
rather misuse, this section. But there
were many more that had used the
section legitimately, too.

She recalled a visit to Lucknow jail
where an unrepentant woman had
already spent 12 years for killing her
daughter-in-law. She defended herself
in a very simple manner by asking,
“What mistake did I commit? What
did I ask for? Only a TV and a scooter.
If she could not bring even that, then
why did she marry my son?” The

woman was extremely brazen about
the murder; and was still in jail.

Admitting that there were cases of
misuse, Dr. Advani said that when
they were threatened, those involved
in such cases admitted to their at-
tempt to misuse the provisions of
the law. “I have seen cases which go
from negative to positive. It all de-
pends on appropriate utilisation of
the provision, even using it as a
threat.”

Finally, Mr. Rahul Agarwal, a
guest, said it was ironical that the
media was becoming all-powerful and
“we seem to know about everything
that is going on”, whereas, according
to her, that was not actually the case.

Dr. Advani said, “You see only
40% (of what is going on), you do
not see 60%”. But in the ultimate
analysis it was up to the mothers to
educate their daughters and to bring
them up in such a way that they stood
on their own and got empowered;
that would lead to economic empow-
erment and to their independence.
That was the only way out.

As a parting shot, the guest
speaker decried the tendency of
having lavish birthday parties for
even kindergarten children which
“are becoming worse than a dowry-
filled marriage”. If this was the
culture and value system that moth-
ers were inculcating in children,
how would they ever know about
the way in which children in the
rest of the country were living?

“I think it is important to take them
in their vacations to places like
Lakhimpur-Kheri, to the interiors of
Kerala and Bihar, to interact with
those who do not have electricity and
water. I think that’s real education.
When a child understands that, then
he will also learn to switch off the
light when he is leaving a room.

“That part of their education is
sadly missing… I am saying this with
a heavy heart (my apologies to those
who may not agree with me), but it is
my deep feeling and I have to give
vent to it,” Dr. Advani concluded.

The vote of thanks was proposed
by Poonam Lalvani.

‘What is this culture in which the birthdays of kindergarten kids
are more lavish than dowry-rich marriages?’

And this is to remind you of the afternoon that you spent with us. President
Nandan Damani presents a memento to Dr. Poornima Advani, the guest

speaker at the last meeting
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Happy Birthday

Shiv Dev Gorowara
February 24

Ramesh Narayan
February 24

Roda Billimoria
February 28

Dickey Chothia
March 1

Spouses/Rotaryanns
Jinx Akerkar
February 23
Achala Shah
February 23
Indira Kotak
February 24

Aruna Jagtiani
February 26

Mr. Sasha Mirchandani
February 26
Dolon Ghosh
February 28

Nalini Bhagwati
March 1

Anisha Jolly
March 1

Smita Parekh
March 1

Harshbeena Zaveri
March 1

Visiting
Rotarians

Bombay East: Sanjeev Shah;
Bombay Mid-Town: Naren
Mohatta; Detroit:  Betsy
Ganatra, PP Jay Ganatra; Lon-
don: Suresh Chokshi.

Play Holi with flowers with the Jains

Naresh Kumar and Uma Jain have
invited all Club members and

their families to the annual Holi Fel-
lowship party that they host at their
Khar bungalow and which has be-
come a popular event on the Rotary
calendar.

This year, the Holi Fellowship will
be held on Monday, March 1 (be-
tween 10.30 am and 1 pm), and will
feature mouth-watering “Delhi

chaat” along with “bhaang”, “thandai”
and a live Indian band playing some
fantastic music.

Inviting all members and their fami-
lies to the Holi Fellowship, the Jains
have promised a heady party with
“gulaal” and a shower of flowers.

Members are requested to note
their address:

44 Ashok Bhavan, 14th Road,
Khar, Mumbai 400052.


