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Forthcoming
meetings

October 27, 2009
The Mumbai Police Commis-

sioner, Mr. D. Sivanandhan, to
speak.

November 3, 2009
Mr. Tarun Vijay, Director of the

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Re-
search Foundation, to speak on
“Global mission of India”.

November 10, 2009
The Rotary Club of Bombay’s

Public Award for Social Service to
be presented to Dr. Shielu Srinivasan.

The State
Governor has
sent his cheque
– what about

you?
See report on

Page 3.

‘Diwali Nite’
at Planet
Godrej on
October 30

The grand “Diwali Nite” will be
held in the Club House of Planet

Godrej, Mahalaxmi, from 7.30 pm
onwards on Friday, October 30.

The Fellowship Committee is busy
making arrangements to make it a
memorable event, with some
members and a few Rotaryanns ex-
pected to present a “surprise
item”.

Members and spouses will be admit-
ted free of charge for the “Diwali
Nite”. The guest charges have been
pegged at Rs. 1,000 per head. The
dress code for the evening is “In-
dian”.

President Nandan Damani and Hon.
Secretary Shivkumar Israni have
requested Rotarians to attend the
“Nite” in large numbers and enjoy
the fellowship of their fellow mem-
bers.

‘My head hangs in shame that in the 21st century my brother in Vidarbha
has to end his life out of distress and I’m not able to do anything about it.’

Mr. Bharatkumar Raut, Shiv Sena MP and former Editor of
‘The Maharashtra Times’, speaks at the last meeting

Scribe-cum-Shiv Sena MP pleads for
adoption of Gandhi’s trusteeship concept
Just as bad currency pushes out

good currency from the market,
bad people take charge of government
and the good are rendered helpless,
unable to do anything.

But what is the way to keep “bad”
people out? Conscious, selfless
people will have to step forward; they
will have to ask questions and start
to exert control over the selfish bunch
that forms the government.

This is not a new postulation; in
fact, it is embodied in the Sanskrit
term Upabhog shoonya Swami
(meaning you are the owner but you
are not supposed to enjoy power)
and also in Mahatma Gandhi’s con-
cept of trusteeship.

“Let us become trustees of soci-
ety; if we do that, the people (at large)
will trust us more than they will trust
those who go to them every five

years, begging for votes… Let the
good currency work; for when it
works, it will definitely show re-
sults.”

The above thoughts were ex-
pressed at the last meeting (held on
October 20, two days before the
counting of votes in the election to
the Maharashtra Assembly) by Mr.
Bharatkumar Raut, former Editor of
The Maharashtra Times who is at
present Editorial Consultant to the
Times Group and a Shiv Sena Mem-
ber of Parliament (Rajya Sabha).

Mr. Raut was introduced by
Programme Chairman Nanik Rupani
as a well-known senior journalist who

had, among other things, helped set
up the Zee News television channel.

Apart from this, he was the re-
cipient of several awards and decora-
tions and was a popular face on the
current affairs programmes on many
TV channels.

But Mr . Raut stated at the be-
ginning of his talk on “Issues be-
fore Maharashtra” that he be-
longed to the old school of jour-
nalism which believed that a jour-
nalist should be read rather than
be seen or heard. Sadly, many jour-
nalists today were seen and not
read.

Hoping that a decisive mandate
would emerge when the votes were
counted on October 22 so that the
State would have a good, stable gov-
ernment, he said that the alternative
was “a hung Assembly (in which)
democracy is murdered every day”.

As he belonged to one side of the
political divide, he indulged in wish-
ful thinking about the party that he
backed coming to power and said that
“if that happens, I’m sure next time
you’ll not be coming here with wry
faces; you’ll be happy”.

Warming up to his subject, Mr. Raut
said his heart sank when he thought
about the condition of the State. Point-
ing out that rashtra meant nation and
Maharashtra meant bigger nation, he
said there was a time when people
were proud to belong to Maharashtra.
It was emotionally bigger than the
rashtra and gave support to it.

A cursory glance through history
from the 13th to the 20th century
showed that in every century there
were two to three examples of people
and/or movements from this part of
India that had helped the country re-
main intact and given it strength and
solidity.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
Equally clear was the fact that the

State was not progressing; rather, it
was regressing; and if it was allowed
to slide, then from being an asset
Maharashtra could become a liabil-
ity to the country.

Maharashtra had always been in
the forefront in almost all fields of
activity, whether in literature, culture,
industry, sports, social activities,
bureaucracy, theatre, dance or the
other performing arts.

When the first National Film
Awards were announced, the best
film award went to Shyamchi Aai, a
Marathi film; the first Indian Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank of India was
from Maharashtra; the first Indian
Chief of the Indian Army was from
Maharashtra; the top bureaucracy of
India was from this State.

Mr. Raut pointed out that at one
time as many as seven members of
the Indian cricket team were from
Maharashtra. Today, if Sachin
Tendulkar was unwell and did not
play, then the Indian team took the
field without anyone from
Maharashtra.

“I am not saying all this only
because I am a Marathi-speaking
person, but to be the son of this
soil makes me proud. Charity be-
gins at home. If I have to be a proud
Indian, I first have to be a proud
Maharashtrian. If I am not proud
about my own family, about my
own State, I cannot be proud about
the nation.”

Reverting to his theme about
Maharashtra and Bombay being in
the forefront, Mr. Raut said that the
city had been on the global map all its
life, especially from the 15th century.

In an oblique reference to the bick-
ering over its name, he said whether
it was called Bombay, Mumbai or
Bambai, the city had always been the
urbs prima in the real sense of the
term. It was among the few cities of
the world that fit the concept of a
metropolis (like New York and Lon-
don).

“With due respect to all other cit-
ies in India, I would say that they are
overgrown and enlarged villages. But
Bombay, right from its inception, has
had all the characteristics of a me-
tropolis, one that encompasses all
castes and creeds, gives an opportu-
nity to all and a city that generates
money, that generates wealth.

“In many other cities, money only
exchanges hands. Here, money is gen-
erated, wealth is generated. That’s

why it is a real metropolis. And it is
our duty and responsibility to en-
sure that the significance and impor-
tance of this metropolis is preserved
and enlarged.

“Unfortunately, thanks to the gov-
ernment on the one hand and the to-
tal apathy of its residents on the other
hand, the pride of this city is shrink-
ing.”

Mr. Raut said that the floods of July
26, 2005, not only wreaked havoc on
the city and its citizens; they devas-
tated the pride of Bombay. Leave aside
turning it into a global financial hub,
into another Shanghai or Paris, Bombay
had turned from a dream city into a
drainage city or a slum city.

Unless people with the responsi-
bility of thinking about the city, the
State and the nation woke up and
started to think outside their family,
their business and their industry,
things would not improve.

What were the main issues before
Maharashtra which was going
through a dark phase (“and unfortu-
nately, I don’t see light at the end of
the tunnel”)?

First, there was the issue of sui-
cides by farmers. In Vidarbha, every-
day for seven years since 2003, on an
average 3.2 farmers were committing
suicide. They were not doing so be-
cause of family trouble or because
they were mentally ill but because
they were overburdened by agricul-
tural loans.

The Prime Minister had given a
relief package of Rs. 6,000 crores for
the farmers yet the suicides contin-
ued. “My head hangs in shame that
in the 21st century my brother in
Vidarbha has to end his life out of
distress and I’m not able to do any-
thing about it.”

The farmers had taken loans from
local moneylenders (sahukars), or the
co-operative financial institutions, co-
operative banks and nationalised
banks (private banks gave no loans to
farmers).

However, their crop was left to
the mercy of the rain gods. Some-
times there was a drought and some-
times there was flooding, thus leav-
ing the farmer at the mercy of the
Almighty.

But whether the crop was washed
away or had dried up, the farmer still
had to repay the loan he had taken
for the purchase of seeds, fertilisers
and so on. But he had money for nei-
ther. So when he went to the bank for
a loan the following year, he was told
to first clear his arrears.

This left him with no other re-
course than to approach the bigger
farmers who also lent money (the
sahukars). He pledged his land to the
latter and proceeded to till his land.

But if the rains played truant in
that year, too, then in the third year
the sahukar seized his land – and the
farmer, who had been tilling his own
land, suddenly turned into a landless
labourer.

Mr . Raut once again pointed out
that an amount of Rs. 6,000 crores
was earmarked for the relief of
such farmers – and perhaps it was
distributed, too – but where had
the money gone?

“You and I, the elite, the edu-
cated people, people from Bombay,
Pune, Nasik and other urban ar-
eas, should ask this question to
the government and to the govern-
ment machinery –where has all
that money percolated? Who has
become richer? Who has taken a
share in the poor farmer’s dues?

We don’t ask this question and that
is the problem.”

The second problem was electric-
ity. In 1999-2000, Maharashtra had
a surplus in power and generation. It
was selling electricity to Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Goa and the
electricity board was making money.

But today there was a deficit of
over 7,000 megawatts (MW) because
in ten years the State had not gener-
ated even one extra MW of power
even as the demand had doubled. In
the last ten years, instead of doubling
the generation of power, Maharashtra
had not generated even one extra MW.

In towns adjacent to Bombay such
as Thane, Dombivli, Kalyan and
Vasai, there was power staggering for
two to four hours. But in the remote
areas of Maharashtra there was load
shedding for over 14 hours.

Despite power shedding for 14
hours, Maharashtra was called an
“industrial State”!

It was a terrible situation, where
there was manpower, there were ma-
chines and there was work to be done
– but there was no electricity to run
the machines for 14 out of 24 hours.

Industry could not survive in these
conditions and that was the reason
why industrialists were not coming
to the State.

Referring to the Enron power
project of the late 1990s, Mr. Raut
said that because of the bitter power
feud between the Shiv Sena-BJP on
the one hand and the Congress on the
other, Enron remained in cold storage
for seven years, during which time
the project cost had tripled.

When it finally got going, Enron
went bankrupt in the USA whence it
had come to India. Enron was sunk
and all that remained was its wreck-
age. Nothing was done thereafter to
generate power.

Leave aside creating new capacity,
the State had failed to carry out the
required repairs and replacements for
the generating sets at its thermal
power stations in Chandrapur, Ko-
radi and Bhandara. Most of these
power-generating sets were estab-
lished in the late 1970s. But they had
worn out in the early part of this de-
cade and no replacements had been
received.

Yet, the Maharashtra government
had filed an affidavit before the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority to say that
the State had enough power and did
not need any new power station!

(Continued on Page 7)

‘The floods of July 26, 2005, not only wreaked havoc on the city and
devastated the pride of Bombay, they turned it from a dream city into a

drainage city or a slum city.’ Mr. Raut addresses the ‘Issues before
Maharashtra’

‘Call it Bombay, Mumbai or Bambai, this city has always
been the urbs prima in the real sense of the term’
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At the last meeting
(Held on October 20, 2009)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, visiting Rotar-
ians, Rotaryanns and guests.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 134
Visiting Rotarians 3
Spouses/Rotaryanns 5
Total 142
Svc. box collection Rs. 4,480

And how have you been? PP Darshana Doshi of the Rotary Club of Cuffe Parade snapped with Kahan Narang and Sitaram Shah. In the second picture,
Madhusudan Daga is delighted to meet Paul George and Naresh Kumar Jain (centre)

The President’s not in the dark. Nandan Damani snapped with Navaz and Jimmy Pochkhanawalla, First Lady Shreelekha and Ms Shireen
Pochkhanawalla, who is a solicitor with Mulla and Mulla. In the second photograph, Suryakant Dalal greets Sitaram Shah

3140 District
Conference in
February, 2010

The next District Conference will
be held at the Renaissance Hotel

in Powai on February 6 and 7, 2010.
Being hosted by the District

Governor’s Club, that is, the Rotary
Club of Deonar, it is poised to be an
outstanding event. And the hosts are
making every effort to make it a grand
success.

While the registration charges are
Rs. 5,500 for an individual Rotarian,
a Rotarian couple would have to pay
Rs. 9,000 for registration. Non-
Rotarian couples would be registered
against a payment of Rs. 11,000.

The Renaissance Hotel is offering
a discounted stay at the hotel for one
night at a rate of Rs. 17,500. A two-
night stay will cost Rs. 25,500.

District Governor Raju Subra-
manian has appealed to members of
the Club, which he calls the leading
Club of the District, to register in large
numbers for the forthcoming District
Conference.

Birthday donations

President Nandan Damani at the
last meeting thanked the mem-

bers who had made birthday dona-
tions. He said IPP Ashish Vaid had
sent a cheque for Rs. 11,000, while
his predecessor PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
had donated Rs. 10,000.

Vijay Jatia had contributed Rs.
5,100; Dr. Asad Karim Khan and
Sohail Shikari Rs. 5,000 each; and
Pashupati Advani and Rita Dalal Rs.
3,001 each, Nandan added.

The State Governor has
sent his cheque

– what about you?
All members are aware of the fact that the Governor of Maharashtra,

the Hon’ble Mr. S.C. Jamir, is also an Honorary Rotarian of the
Rotary Club of Bombay.

But not many seem to have grasped the fact that he has done some-
thing worth emulating by all members of the Club.

It happened this way.
A routine circular was sent sometime back to all members requesting

them to make individual contributions of Rs. 12,000 each towards
sponsorship of the Fellowship events to be arranged during the current
Rotary year. Several members responded by sending their cheques.

But what surprised the Rotary Secretariat most was the prompt-
ness with which the Honorary Rotarian, Mr. S.C. Jamir, sent in his
cheque.

As a result, when the list of contributors was published on Page 3 of
The Gateway dated October 6, the first name was that of Mr. Jamir.

The query now posed by President Nandan Damani to all members
is as follows: “If the Governor can do it, why can’t you?”

The names of all contributors will be published in forthcoming is-
sues of The Gateway.

So when are you sending your cheque for Rs. 12,000?
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The Rotaract Club of H.R. Col
lege organised, for the eighth year

in a row, one of its most significant
and touching annual projects – the
“UTSAV Navaratri Celebrations
for the Visually Impaired” at the
Victoria Memorial School for the
Blind at Tardeo on Thursday, Oc-
tober 1.

Working under the leadership of Presi-
dent Chirag Tekchandaney, the
Rotaractors made excellent ar-
rangements that enabled over 140
visually impaired children of the
school to enjoy the “Dandiya”
beats and the dance that marks the
festival of Navaratri.

The Rotaractors interacted closely
with the children, guiding them
to hold their “dandiyas” and to
join in the rhythmic steps as a
DJ played out their favourite
tracks.

Several popular as well as upcoming
singers have, in the past, re-
sponded to the call of the H.R.
Rotaractors to attend and perform
at the UTSAV celebrations and
have belted out one favourite num-
ber after another to the delight of
the children.

By helping them to overcome their
handicaps, the Rotaractors give the
children the opportunity to show
to society that nothing is impos-
sible for them.

Many friends and well-wishers of the
Club have marvelled at the

‘UTSAV’ – Navaratri
celebration for

the visually impaired
children’s enthusiasm and have en-
couraged the Rotaractors by open-
ing their hearts and their purse-
strings to help defray the costs of
the event.

As a result, when Navaratri is cel-
ebrated all over the city, the Victoria
Jubilee School for the Blind does
not remain an island of darkness.
It is decorated as brightly as pos-
sible and the programme that is
organised here is worth going miles
to see.

Interestingly, most of the members
of the Rotaract Club of H.R. Col-
lege are between 16 and 21 years
of age and they look forward to
UTSAV not as a challenge but as
an opportunity to help make a dif-
ference to the lives of the less for-
tunate.

The Club undertakes several projects
that are socially as well as profes-
sionally relevant and which help
in the all-round development of its
members.

The Club’s motto is “Achieving
Milestones” and it usually
completes between 400 and 500
projects during the 365-day
tenure of successive Presi-
dents.

No wonder, the Club has earned an
unbeatable reputation for itself
and is usually acknowledged as
the “Number One Club” in the
city.

Keep it up, “R.C.H.R.”

Greeting all comers. The floral ‘rangoli’ that welcomed all visitors to the
‘Utsav Navaratri Celebrations’ arranged by the H.R. Rotaractors

The chief guest, Ms Shaina N.C., exhorts the residents of the Victoria
Memorial School for the Blind at Tardeo to overcome their handicaps

Enabling them to enjoy themselves. The H.R. Rotaractors helped the
visually impaired children to hold their ‘dandiyas’ and dance to the beats

It was for the eighth year in a row that the Rotaract Club of H.R. College arranged the annual ‘UTSAV Navaratri Celebration’. And the children, as these
pictures show, had a good time dancing to the beats generated by a hyperactive ‘DJ’
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The Rotaract Club of H.R. Col
lege has been organising one sig-

nificant project after another. On
September 20 and 21, it organised the
9th annual inter-school event styled
“We are the World 2009” (an “Inter-
national cultural extravaganza”) in
association with Reliance Mobile and
Vardhaman Fantasy.

Held at St. Mary’s School (ICSE),
Mazgaon, it saw participation by 20
schools. There were 1,800 partici-
pants, 600 non-participants, 140 Club
members and a number of celebrities
and members of the consular corps.

Participating schools chose a coun-
try and then proceeded to represent
it through its national anthem, cul-
ture, dance, music, fashion, mascots
and so on. None of this being pos-
sible without a serious study it took
the children closer to that country
and thus engendered appreciation and
understanding of its social and cul-
tural mores.

Apart from this, there were events
based on international themes and
current affairs, including quiz con-
tests, debates, management and strat-
egy games and so on.

“Thunder Thump”, a pop and rock
music competition, saw several
schools taking part and the band from
Queen Mary’s School emerging win-
ners. It won an unusual prize – 12
minutes of airtime on Canadian Ra-
dio.

Other events at this year’s “We
are the World” programme were
“Spectacular Strides” and “Parade”
(wherein every participating school
marched with 30 students and the
contingent leader dressed like a sol-
dier of a country and carrying its flag).

The atmosphere in the auditorium
was electrifying. All the students
seemed to be on the edge of their seats,
cheering their schools. The loudest
cheers came from the students of Villa
Teresa High School (with a contin-
gent of over 300), Queen Mary’s High
School, St. Mary’s High School and
Campion School.

1,800 participants from
20 schools throng to
‘We are the World’

One of the underlying themes was
“Peace and Anti-Terrorism”, espe-
cially in the wake of 26/11. Candles
were lit and placed in the foyer of the
venue as a mark of respect for those
who died in that dastardly carnage.
With September 21 designated as “In-
ternational Peace Day”, the theme
became even more poignant.

Almost every participating stu-
dent offered a suggestion to curb ter-
rorism and many took part in an art
competition which required the blend-
ing of two themes (war and peace)
with the help of a third painting.

In another event with a difference,
all lights were switched off and the
students asked to light up the audi-
torium with their mobile phones as
they sang the popular number, We
are the world. Candles were placed
in such a way that they spelt out
the letters WATW (for “We are the
World”).

At the end of the two-day
programme, Campion School, which
represented Spain, walked away with
the trophy for best school.

Villa Teresa, which represented
Scotland and which had won the top
award last year, was disappointed on
being declared runners-up.

Bombay Scottish, making its first
appearance (representing Bangla-
desh), won the third prize to
everyone’s surprise.

A disappointed but enthusiastic
girl fr om Villa Teresa commented:
“W e worked hard for two months,
we put our heart and soul into it
in order to keep the trophy with
us, but… We will be back with a
bang next year and will reclaim
the trophy.”

Among the judges for different
events were Sanjit Bedi, Dolly
Thakore, Bhisham Mansukhani,
Jimmy of the Aasma band, Rashmi
Nigam and Shilpa Anand.

Rotaract Chairman Deepak
Kapadia and Interact Coordinator
Mrs. Pereira also attended the two-
day programme.

‘We are the world,’ they crooned, and the world seemed to agree. The pop
and rock music competition arranged as part of the WATW programme

Students from 20 schools took part in the WATW which was organised by
the Rotaract Club of H.R. College at St. Mary’s School (ICSE), Mazgaon

There were 600 non-participants, 140 Rotaractors of H.R. College, several
celebrities and members of the consular corps at the WATW fete

This was the 9th annual inter-school ‘International cultural extravaganza’,
organised in association with Reliance Mobile and Vardhaman Fantasy
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1950 An enactment to delete the word “male” from the Standard Rotary
Club Constitution is proposed by a Rotary Club in India for the Council on
Legislation meeting at the 1950 R.I. Convention;
1964 The Council on Legislation agenda contains an enactment pro-

posed by a Rotary Club in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) to permit the admission
of women into Rotary Clubs. Delegates vote that it be withdrawn. Two
other proposals to allow women to be eligible for honorary membership are
also withdrawn;
1972 As more women begin reaching higher positions in their profes-

sions, more Clubs begin lobbying for female members. A U.S. Rotary Club
proposes admitting women into Rotary at the 1972 Council on Legislation;
1977 Three separate proposals to admit women into membership are

submitted to the Council on Legislation for consideration at the 1977 R.I.
Convention. A Brazilian Club makes a different proposal to admit women
as honorary members;

The Rotary Club of Duarte, California, USA, admits women as
members in violation of the R.I. Constitution and Standard Rotary Club
Constitution. On account of this violation, the Club’s membership in Ro-
tary International is terminated in March, 1978, only to be reinstated in
September, 1986;
1980 The R.I. Board of Directors and Rotary Clubs in India, Sweden,

Switzerland and the United States propose an enactment to remove from
the R.I. and Club Constitutions and Bylaws all references to members as
“male persons”;
1983-86In a lawsuit filed by the Duarte Club in 1983, the California

Superior Court rules in favour of Rotary International, upholding gender-
based qualification for membership in California Rotary Clubs;

In 1986, the California Court of Appeals reverses the lower court’s
decision, preventing the enforcement of the provision in California. The
California Supreme Court refuses to hear the case and it is appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court;
1987 On May 4, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that Rotary Clubs may

not exclude women from membership on the basis of gender. Rotary issues
a policy statement that any Rotary Club in the United States can admit
qualified women into membership. The Board “encourages all Clubs in the
U.S. to give fair and equal consideration to candidates for membership
without regard to gender”;

The Rotary Club of Marin Sunrise, California (formerly Larkspur
Landing), is Chartered on May 28. It becomes the first Club after the U.S.
Supreme Court ruling to have women as Charter members. Sylvia Whitlock,
of the Rotary Club of Duarte, California, becomes the first female Rotary
Club President;
1988 In November, the R.I. Board of Directors issues a policy statement

recognising the right of Rotary Clubs in Canada to admit female members
based on a Canadian law similar to that upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court;
1989 At its first meeting after the 1987 U.S. Supreme Court decision,

the Council on Legislation votes to eliminate the requirement in the R.I.
Constitution that membership in Rotary Clubs be limited to men. Women
are welcomed into Rotary Clubs around the world;
1990 As of June, there are about 20,200 female Rotarians worldwide;
1995 In July, eight women become District Governors, the first elected

to this role;
2005 Carolyn E. Jones begins her term as the first woman appointed as

Trustee of The Rotary Foundation, serving from 2005 to 2009;
2007 In July, 63 women begin terms as District Governors. Women are

members of 25,227 Clubs around the world. There are 177,859 female
Rotarians;
2008 Catherine Noyer-Riveau begins her term as the first woman ap-

pointed to the R.I. Board of Directors. She will continue to serve through
June, 2010;
2009 There are 187,967 female Rotarians worldwide – and 63 serve as

District Governors.

A HISTORIC MILESTONE – WOMEN
COMPLETE 20 YEARS IN ROTARY

The 1989 Council on Legislation
vote to admit women into Ro-

tary Clubs worldwide remains a
watershed moment in the history
of Rotary.

“My fellow delegates, I would like
to remind you that the world of
1989 is very different to the world
of 1905. I sincerely believe that
Rotary has to adapt itself to a
changing world,” said Frank J.
Devlyn, who would go on to be-
come R.I. President in 2000-2001.

The vote followed the decades-long
efforts of men and women from all
over the Rotary world to allow for
the admission of women into Ro-
tary Clubs and several close votes
at previous Council meetings.

The response to the decision was
overwhelming – by 1990, the num-
ber of female Rotarians had sky-
rocketed to over 20,000.

And 20 years after the Council on
Legislation’s vote, Rotary has
nearly 188,000 female Rotarians.
Women have served in leadership
positions as high as the R.I. Board
of Directors and The Rotary Foun-
dation Board of Trustees.

Here is a special compilation,
“Timeline of women in Rotary”:

And here are some comments on the
above article posted on the Ro-
tary website:

Tracy Carroll writes that her husband
had just joined Rotary in Florida,
USA, when his Club’s first woman
was admitted. The local newspa-
per ran a political cartoon with a
woman walking to the podium and
the Club President saying: “We
welcome our first woman mem-
ber. I take my coffee with sugar...”

“Not funny! I am now the President
of another Florida Club, with 50%
women members, my Board is
75% women and my District sent
twice as many girls as boys out on
Youth Exchange. Thank you, Ro-
tary. We’re here to stay!”

District Governor Debbie Brinkley
says she is pleased to be one of
the 63 female Governors this year.
“It is the most awesome experi-
ence of my life. Thank you, gentle-
men, for allowing us to be a part of
this great organisation.”

And PDG Bill Pollard of District
7600 (VA, USA), writes:

“I joined Rotary in 1988 and two
years later I invited my mom to
join Rotary. Her grandfather, my
great-grandfather, was a Rotarian
with the Asheville, NC Rotary
Club.

“She has been a great Rotarian with
perfect attendance since she joined
and has attended at least ten con-
secutive District Conferences. She
served as our District Family of
Rotary Chair last year during my
term as Governor.”

Finally, Patrick Carlton, Assistant
Governor, District 5300, says that
a positive change had occurred in
the climate of Rotary since his in-
duction in 1975.

The sturm und drang of those con-
tentious days had passed and tal-
ented women were now making
major contributions to the Rotary
mission of “doing good in the
world”.

Sister and brother Rotarians were now
united in a common effort to uplift
mankind. “Now there’s a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished”
(Shakespeare).

Past Rotary Foundation
Trustee Carolyn Jones
addresses a meeting
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(Continued from Page 2)
As a result, even though Bombay

High generated gas just off the coast
of Bombay, the gas was piped to
Rajasthan via Gujarat because
Maharashtra had stated that it did
not want power plants based on gas.

Mr. Raut said the third biggest is-
sue was the lack of employment, not
only in rural but even in urban areas.
Young graduates from different
streams were finding no openings
when they completed their studies.

The former President of India, Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, had talked about
“Wings of fire” (or agnipankh), but
these wings were of no help as the
youth attempted to fulfil their
dreams.

“We have not had even one large
industry in the State in the last ten
years. Where does this manpower go?
Do we want to make them clerks,
thieves or gangsters? What do we
want to make them? Maharashtra
doesn’t have planning. Therefore,
such problems arise.”

Mr. Raut said it was necessary to
implement long-term plans otherwise
the State would be ruined. But the
government would not implement
any plan unless “pressure groups like
Rotary, Lions and Chambers” became
active and forced it to act.

He said the political class was most
unlikely to deliver. The people’s rep-
resentatives, the MLAs and MPs,
were busy recouping the money they
had spent on their election and col-
lecting money for the next elections.

The bureaucracy had become so
corrupt that it had lost its strength,
will and desire to deliver.

As for the middle class, it was “now
living from hand to mouth”. But most
of the people in this class aspired to
go up in life. A person with a two-
wheeler wanted a car; a car-owner

The social fabric of Bombay has been tarnished so badly, says
Bharatkumar  Raut, that he’s afraid of his own shadow

wanted a Skoda car; and one with a
Skoda wanted two cars. Those living
in apartments wanted more space and
then to own a farm house just out-
side Bombay.

From a holiday in Khandala-
Lonavala to one in Switzerland (via
Simla-Manali, Kathmandu and Co-
lombo) – this was the mantra of the
middle class.

“This is a natural process. I’m not
blaming anyone. It is a natural desire
to add one more zero to your income,
not monetary income but in every-
thing else in life.”

Similarly, Mr. Raut said, nothing
could be expected from the poor. They
were the most affected by the cur-
rent state of affairs and deserved all
help and support.

Therefore, in a situation where
nothing could be expected from any-
one, whether the poor, the middle
class, the politicians, the government,
the bureaucracy or the MLAs and
MPs, it was up to the educated, elite
class to become the “conscience” of
society and to act as a selfless pres-
sure group to control the working of
the government.

“If this city dies, then the nation
will die because we are the heart of
the nation. If the country has to sur-
vive, then this city has to survive.
And survival of the city does not
mean big malls or huge skyscrapers.
Survival of the city means a good fab-
ric of socio-cultural life. That is dy-
ing and that’s my worry as a member

of society – that social culture is dy-
ing.

“At one time I was not worried
about who is my neighbour; I was
not worried when my son went to
school. Today, I am not only wor-
ried about who my neighbour is, I
am worried about who is sitting
next to me in the bus, in the train.
I am scared of my own shadow.

“When my wife goes to office and
does not return by 7 o’clock when
she is supposed to be back, I am
scared. When the husband goes to
office and comes late (perhaps he has
been to a club), his wife prays to God
ten times for his safety. All this is
happening because the social fabric
of the city is being tarnished.”

But the politicians would never
work to repair it because the more
the people were scared, the happier
they would be. The more the people
were divided, the more they would
be benefited. The more the people
fought among themselves, the more
they (the politicians) would turn out
to be the winners.

Therefore, conscious citizens had
to make a conscious effort to control
things.

A major point they had to contend
with was that even though the city
gave the maximum tax to the govern-
ment of India, the Centre did not re-
turn even 2% to Bombay for its de-
velopment.

On the other hand, Delhi (which
paid less tax) saw 26% of the tax paid

being returned to it last year. If Delhi
could have 26% returned, why was
Bombay deprived of its share?

The result of this was the pathetic
state of affairs in the city, whether
medical facilities, the condition of the
roads, electricity issues, sewage prob-
lems and so on – the city had been
neglected because those who could
fight for it thought more about their
own homes, their own land, their own
garden and their own market.

“We need to think about the city
as a whole and if we think of the city
as a whole, then we will be able to
think of the State and of the nation as
a whole. On every count, in every
area, there is a problem, there is a
lacuna, whether it is farmers’ issues,
water supply, electricity, safety or
security of the people.

“Therefore, I request you to rise
and, whichever government may
come to power, to remember that
government is made of people, of
selfish people. And it is our prime
responsibility and duty entrusted
upon us by the Almighty to at least
keep the steering wheel in our hands.
Then you will find a change.”

Mr. Raut concluded by quoting the
Sanskrit term Upabhog shoonya
Swami (meaning you are the owner
but you are not supposed to enjoy
power) and Mahatma Gandhi’s con-
cept of trusteeship (as elucidated at
the beginning of this report).

The vote of thanks was proposed
by Pranay Vakil.

Are you a satisfied consumer?
If you have any grievance/

complaint against any
company/firm for defective

products/services, lodge your
complaint with CFBP

We shall try to help you in
redressing your grievances

Contact for details:
Council For Fair Business

Practices

Great Western Building,
130/132, S.B. Road,
Mumbai - 400023.

Tel.: 2288 5249 / 2284 2590
Fax: 2284 4783

E-Mail: cfbp@mtnl.net.in
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PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary TreasurerIshraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney

Spouses/Rotaryanns
Dr. Bomi Mehta

October 27
Snehal Jalan
October 28
Uma Mehta
October 28

Madhuri Dalal
October 29
Vina Mehta
October 30

Reshma Shikari
October 30

Dr. Narges Mahaluxmivala
October 31

Nita Ambani
November 1
Nirmala Jain
November 1

Kusum Mahadevia
November 1

He Profits
Most Who
Serves Best

Dr. Vandana
Bulchandani
October 27

PP Ajay Kanoria
October 27

Dr. Nayna Dastur
October 29

Surendra Dempo
October 29

Rasik Ajmera
October 30

Jehangir Irani
October 30

Dr. Dev Saksena
October 30

Tarjani Vakil
October 30

Dr. Paresh
Ichhaporia

November 1

Bipin Kapadia
November 2

‘World Polio Day’ celebrated
on October 24

This October marks 95 years since
Jonas Salk, developer of the first

safe and effective polio vaccine, was
born. And Saturday, October 24, was
celebrated as “World Polio Day” –
giving Rotarians a perfect opportu-
nity to join the fight to end the dis-
ease.

As all Rotarians are aware, Rotary
International is committed to raising
$200 million to match the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation’s $355
million in grants by June 30, 2012.

Here are some ways in which R.I.
and Rotary Clubs are going about the
task:

(1) Organising a fund-raising event
such as an auction, a walkathon or a
purple pinkie project. Rotary Clubs
are being asked to contribute at least
$2,000 each annually for three years;

(2) The sale of reprints of the il-
lustrated Amazing Stories of Polio!
for distribution to new and prospec-
tive Club members and to local schools
and libraries through shop.rotary.org;

(3) Arranging a screening of The
Final Inch at a theatre. This Acad-
emy Award-nominated, 38-minute
documentary follows health workers,
including Rotarian volunteers, as they
immunise children in India. The DVD
is available at www.thefinalinch.org;

(4) Creating a link from a Club’s
website to the Rotary International
YouTube channel, which includes
videos and public service announce-
ments on eradicating polio;

(5) Making individual donations to
Rotary’s $200 Million Challenge.

(6) Purchasing tickets for the Con-
cert to End Polio, a one-night only
performance by violinist and polio
survivor Itzhak Perlman.

Harry with a dear friend. PP Harry Singh Arora shakes the hand of a
beaming Natoobhai Brahmbhatt


