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Minister, the shorage R
Of eIeCtrICIty WI" SOOn Sources such as solar and hydro

t a time when every industrial- power were also being looked at and

ist, entrepreneur and citizen is b th f th t would be tapped if necessary
worried about power cuts and the e a- In O e aS Apart from the Central Electricity

shortage of electricifythe countrys Authority and the government of
Minister for PowerMr. Sushilkumar ~ But he added an important ca- ond, with a capacity of 1,300 mw India’s own machinetyhe had also
Shinde, has held out hope. veat — “the power sector is fully a would start by March; and by Octo- appointed a committee of experts for
He says that the shortage inconcern of the $ate governments; ber all three units would be opera-plant-wise monitoring. The experts
Maharashtra will end in two years;it is on the concurrent list of the tional. visited each project site every fort-
that Bombays power woes will be Constitution of India and power Further, since suficient space night. This had never been attempted

solved with the help of a 200-mega-has to be generated by thet&tes; was available in the area, it was before.

watt plant at Ratnagiri; and that ev-the Centre has to just supplement” decided to have an additional plant ~ Another committee, comprising
ery Indian will have electricity by their efforts. with a 200-mw capacity “so that former Secretaries in the Ministry of
2020 under the Rajiv Gandhi Gramin  Sadly over the last two decades itBombay’s problem is solved”. Power and representatives of indus-
Vidyutikaran (rural electrification) had come to be assumed that it was Mr. Shinde stated at the outset thatry bodies such as Cll and FICCI,
Scheme started in 2005. the Central government that was rehe was the Governor @gfndhra had been appointed as advisers to the
Pradesh when he was invited to joinPower Minister

the Union Cabinet on December 29, (Continued on Page 2)
2006 At that time, more than half of r

theTenth Five-¥ar Plan period had
passed hyThe Tenth Plan had en-
visaged a capacity addition of 42,00
mw, but only 21,000 mw was added.

When he and his team tried to find
out what exactly had gone wrong, i
was learnt that there was a shortag
of fuel, of gas and of equipment, too. Change of venue:
In fact, orders for the same had not Lakshmi Mittal to

been placed on time.

‘This was a sorry state of affairs, speak at the Oberoi
given that the Electricitict of 2003 on January 21

allowed “open access” to the power

' ) sector Yet, despite the tget of r. Lakshmi N. Mittal, who is
What has the Central government got to do with powera ttoncern of the 42 000 mw only 21,000 mw was M scheduled to address the

Sates, says MiSushilkumar Shinde, who was agthing the Club last week gdded. meeting of the Rotary Club of

: 3 sponsible for power generation and Following discussions with the Bombay to be held onThursday,
Forthcoming meetings that the States had little to do in thePlanning Commission, the target january 21, 2010, will do so at the
January 5, 2010 matter for the Eleventh Five-¥ear Plan  Trident Hotel (the Oberoi) and not
A presentation on trghavishya Mr. Shinde, who was speaking atwas fixed at 78,757 mw at the regularvenue, theTaj Mahal
Ya_al_?]pr?_JleCt- Rotarian. M the last meeting on the power situa- This, despite the fact that total e ’
e Honorary Rotarian, i i i ~ 4 : - .
S Parek)rg i tion, said that efforts were on to re-capacity addition during the According to President Nandan
p , ! store the Dabhol power plant, re-Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Plans Damani. the meeting is scheduled
Rl O CREUCHCRUCROTANEY  christened Ratnagiri Power Project(over a period of 15 years) was a b held at 4 t?h Roofton of
ACCEAERUCECHRLEINY  Gespite several hindrances. mere 56,000 mw 0 e held at < pm at the Rooftop 0
andAnita Parikh. The government had paid Rs. This was a huge challenge and h&e Trident.
QUCEEMENIAIEEE PR 16 000 crores for the 2,150-megawathad accepted it. The first thing his, AASmembers are aware, the meet-
WS CERREGRTTIBERIE] () plant and entered into a part-Ministry had done, even before theiNd Of Tuesday January 19, has
ST RECER P ENIUEY nership with GAIL and NTPC. But Tenth Plan ended, was to place orPeen postponed tdhursday, Janu-
B RVIKCGNERUCIELUEE  \when an effort was made to restartlers for (equipment for) 80,000 mw ary 21, 2010.
January 12, 2010 the three units, it was found that the Despite the shortage of coal and All members are requesed to
SCUCIRCERURCISEEEINE  machinery had tumed into junk.  gas, in addition to the need for “non-notethesechanges (in meeting day
Yoga and meditation — Key Finally, one plant with a capacity polluting” power, he was hopeful of meeting time and meeting venue)
good health”. of 630 mw had been started; the seaneeting the tayet of 78,000 mw and to reach theTrident on time.
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Investments in the power sector will swell to Rs. 600,000 crores
by the year 2017, says Power Minister Sushilkumar Shinde

(Continued from Page 1) to Kashmir It was estimated that the tervention of the Prime Minister, the To this, his answer was that the
This panel would correct him if he yield could be 180,000 mvbut at Department of Heavy Industry first Communist system of China did bet-
went wrong at any stage. present only 32,000 mw was beingraised BHELs capacity to 10,000 ter in comparison with India’demo-
Mr. Shinde went on to say thatgenerated. mw and then to 15,000 mBut even cratic political system. In this coun-
ever since the “open access” policy Another major problem faced by this was not enough. try, many projects were stopped be-
was formalised, huge investmentsthe power sector was the shortage of Therefore, several new companiecause of objections.
had been made in the power sectotrained stdf To this end, the govern- were being allowed into the field and For example, a group of people
Over Rs. 100,000 crores had alreadynent had adopted 14 technical instijoint ventures were being signed byobjected to a hydro project in
come in and the figure was likely totutes (ITls) and was in the procesd &T,Alstom, Bharat Fage,Toshiba, Gangotri on which Rs. 400 crores had
swell to Rs. 600,000 crores by 2017 of tying up another 27. JSW and others. Four ventures weralready been spent. He had ordered
Besides, the government had also “I have said that in each govern-about to commence and would conthe work to be stopped and was try-
announced nine ultra-mega powement of India undertaking we mustcentrate on “plant balance” (to ensuréng to convince them to allow it to
projects. Each one would have a cahave our own technical school at thehat power-generating units did notcontinue, promising to stop other
pacity of 4,000 mw and cost Rs.project... | recently inaugurated threesuffer for lack of equipment such asprojects in the area.
16,000 crores. There was a demantb four regional schools which are atash decks, cooling plants and so on). In the case of hydro projects, all
for more such projects all over thethe level of major engineering colleges Referring to the promise of giving that was done was that the flow of
country so that trained staff will be easily power to all, MrShinde said that the water was diverted slightlypower
The bidding process had beeravailable. Rajiv Gandhi Gramirvidyutikaran was generated from a gushing ma-
completed for four projects, two of “There are strict instructions that Scheme started in 2005 had promnoeuvre and the water continued its
which would be at pithead (close towhenever the foundation of a powerised to give electricity to all by 2020. flow. No one was taking the water
the source, viz., coal) and two basegbroject is laid, we must also lay the Out of Indias 1,15,000 villages, away “But we cant go against In-
on imported coal. The price per unitfoundation for a school on the samehe scheme had already coveredlian religious thinking. Therefore, we
of electricity generated from theseday One project takes five to six years6 7,000, giving connections to are facing difficulties.”
would be Rs. 1.19. to complete and the locals (who com-83,00,000 families below the poverty One panacea for power ills had been
The setting up of two power ex- plain that they don’t get employment) line. This was a free scheme with 90%he finding of gas in the seabed off the
changes was another unique achievewill be trained in two to three years subsidy from the government of In- coast oAndhra Pradesh. Recent news
ment. This, too, had never been atand will be ready to be employed india and 10% loan from the REE. reports spoke of yet another find in
tempted before and had come abouhat unit. sum of Rs. 5,000 crores had beeithe same basin. Howeyéfr. Shinde
only in the last two to three years.  “l have started this with public spent so far and the Ministry still said, it was important for power plants
In order to promote hydropower, sector undertakings but | will make it had Rs. 28,000 crores with it. to run to capacity
it was decided that for the durationcompulsory for private, independent Efforts were also on to prevent He reiterated that the power sec-
of the Eleventh Plan there would bedevelopers, too, because they comtheft of power, loss during transmis-tor was in the concurrent list and that
no competitive bidding. Manufactur- plain that they have to hire peoplesion and commercial loss®¥ork on  “the government of India just has to
ers would be free to sign MOUs with from Korea, China and so on (to worktransmission lines was also going ormanage”Yet, the Power Minister had
States and start generating power in their plants).” simultaneously and some firms fromcalled a meeting of State Power Min-
Forty per cent of the power gen- About manufacturing units for the Bombay were executing projects evernisters twice in the course of the year
erated would be available to the manupower sectorMr. Shinde said that in distant places like Sikkim. in order to give them clear-cut ideas
facturers for free sale on a mercantileso far there was only one such com- Things were moving quite briskly about the steps that they could take
basis, whether in India or abroadpany viz., BHEL. It was said to have and against a capacity of 1,343 mwand also “threatening them for some
(mainly Nepal and Bhutan wherea “huge” capacity for making genera-at Independence, India had achievedeason or other”.
transmission lines were available).tors and turbines. But how “huge” a capacity of 153,000 mvBut this Finally, he said, he had held a meet-
Twelve per cent of the power wouldwas its capacity? In truth, it only was not sufficient. ing about the power situation in
go to the State and 1% utilised formanufactured equipment to handle Mr. Shinde then referred to the oft-Maharashtra at which some decisions
local area development. the generation of 5,000 mw repeated question: Why was Chinawere taken. “The position willimprove
The Minister said there was huge When this was juxtaposed againstble to achieve capacity addition atan a year or two... maximum two
capacity available along the Hima-the taget of generating 78,000 mitv  brisk rate of 20,000 mw per year andyears, till then you have suffer it (sic).”
layan ranges, frodrunachal Pradesh seemed punyBut thanks to the in- not India? (Continued on Page 7)

WLk usRR wHINDE
SUSHIL

Ahuge capacity for hydpower is available along the Himalayan rangesmArunachal Pradesh to Kashmirhe yield could be 180,000 nsays Mr
Sushilkumar Shinde (first picture). In the second photograph, he is snapped with Mudit and Malti Jain (right) and with President Nandan Damani and
Programme Chairman Nanik Rupani
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d). Girdharilal Vaid compliments Renu Basu at the last meeting. In the second

photograph, Pesident Nandan Damaniegts Varij Kasliwal in the Cystal Room of theeaf Mahal Hotel

A reminder about the

Yoga directory

Str?ram Shah, District 3140 Chair-
an foryoga and Health, is com-
piling a directory of institutions pro-
moting and practising the culture o
Yoga in District 3140 (Bombay and
Greater Bombay).

He has written to all Clubs request- -
{proposed itinerary:

ing them to share information abou
institutions promoting and practis-
ingYoga.

The project is being executed by

the District in partnership with the
Kaivalyadham Institute at Lonavala,
the Times Foundation and thga
Association of India.

According to Sitaram, all entries in
the directory will be published free
of costAll those promoting the cul-
ture ofYoga must register before Janu
ary 15, 2010, at the website:
www.yogadirectorymumbai.com.

Hariprasad's
contribution for

scholarships

Pesident Nandan Damani
nounced at the last meeting t
Hariprasad Nevatia had made a s
nificant corpus contribution for th
education of meritorious studen

He said that Hariprasad had d
nated Rs. 1.25 lakhs for scholg
ships to be given to SSC toppe

Further, he had donated R
6,000 for the Mumbai Maratho,
event.

sworked out for the proposed three-about their projects and service ac

Fun events planned in SingaporeClub to participate in

Mumbai Marathon
H on. Secretary Shivkumar Israni  Apart from Fellowship, the visit ‘ ,
informed members at the lastwould also give the Club members an Dream Run
meeting about the programme beingpportunity to share information For the first time, the Rotary Club
of Bombay will participate in the
day Fellowship trip to Singapore tivities with the Rotary Club of nextedition of the increasingly popu-
from January 24 to 27, 2010. Raffles City Singapore. lar Mumbai Marathon which is held
Here are some highlights of the There will be no meeting of the Clubin January every year and which is
in Bombay onTuesdayJanuary 26, now rated among the workifop ten

(1) A visit to the campus of the 2010, on account of Republic Day long-distance events.
Registered as an NGO, the Club

S.P Jain Institute of Management . .
’ Donations recelved will be allotted 25 exclusive chest

Studies;
(2) Trip around the Raffles area; inia Lawyer has made a birth- numbers for the participants it nomi-
(3)A night safari; day donation of Rs. 5,000 andnates to the “Dream Run” (about six
(4) Visit to the sunset point — first Rita Dalal has contributed Rs. 2,500km.) section of the marathon which
at Singapore Flyer and then to Ful-on her birthday will be held on January 17, 2010.
lerton Hotel; President Nandan announced at While members will have to raise
(5) A trip to the Sentosa Island the last meeting that apart from theRs. 6,000 to enjoy these exclusive
(which boasts of a flower show and aabove, a contribution of Rs. 10,000numbers (along with special Rotary
musical fountain); had been received from Mragdish Club of Bombay-shirts), non-mem-
(6) Visit to Clark Quay to enjoy Saxenaflok Saxenas fatherforthe bers will be obliged to raise at least
the excellent food available there; andMlumbai Marathon event. Rs. 30,000 each in order to sport these
(7) Finally, a trip to Chinalown. Similarly, Rotaryann Komal Israni numbers. The funds collected will go

Shivkumar has requested membersad donated Rs. 5,001 for theto the Trust and will finance various
to make their registrations as early a8havishya-&anproject on the occa- service activities of the Club.
possible in order to enable the Clubsion of her birthday
to make suitable hotel bookings and Nandan thanked all the donors for
the ticketing arrangements.

Atthe lastmeeting

(Held on December 29 2009)
ESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed
the guest speaker, the visiting
Rotarians, Rotaryanns, guests and
others.
BANNERS EXCHANGED
With Mukund Nori of the Rotary
Club of North Branford and Past
Assistant Governor of District 7980.
BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-
ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

their thoughtful contributions.

ATTENDANCE
Members 153
Visiting Rotarans 6
: ™  Spouses/Rotaryanns 5
Exchanging greetings and good wishes. President Nandan exchangesGuests 7
banners with Past Assistant Governor Mukund Nori of North Branford, Total 171
Svc. box collection  Rs.4,000

Connecticut, at the last meeting
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The story behind how Raty helped end the bitterness\brid War
Pearl Harbour and Hiroshima aee sistercity Clubs

kio Nishikiori clasps his prayer pation and the rebuilding that followedtomb to honour his memariMany

beads and bows his head as th] & e S WorldWar II. were members of the Pearl Harbour
Peace Bell tolls marking the exact Although they saw the war from Club.
moment that Hiroshima, Japan, was different sides, once the conversation “Going back to the start of this
devastated by an atomic bomb 64 turned to RotarySeiki Hirotani and affiliation, we couldn’t have imagined
years ago. Bob Deibler found themselves seethese friendships,” she says. “It took

He was just eight years old when ing eye to eye. years for us to fget the war

the bomb shattered the city Au- “(We said) we're all Rotariansand To commemorate the 50th anni-
gust 6, 1945A week passed before we should focus on projects and helpversary of the attack on Pearl Harbour,
his parents located his eldest sistel ing people and forget about the scarto show remorse and to honour those
who had volunteered to work in a of the war,” Bob remembers. who had lost their lives, Seiki Hirotani
downtown factory Badly burned, By September of that year, bothsuggested planting a “peace tree”
she told them how she had despel Clubs were in favour of forming a there. Rotarians from both countries
ately repeated their address to any. = sister relationship and Seiki and Bolbplanted two trees, one for each Club,
one who passed bghe died two signed the affiliation agreement inin Blaisdell Park, overlooking théSS

days after being reunited with herSemae Hirotani and Akio Nishikiori Hawaii. But after returning home, Arizona Memorial.
family. at Hiroshimas peace &e gove Seiki continued to be haunted by his And on the 50th anniversary of

Now, asAkio observes the crowd mother in the attack and he was sanemories of the waHe decided to the bombing of Hiroshima, members
gathered in Hiroshima'Peace Me- vexed about establishing the sistehike into the mountains and build aof the Pearl Harbour Club planted a
morial Park, he reflects upon howClub relationship that he had night-memorial to his parents so theymyrtle tree in a small park adjacent
Rotary helped him find friends in mares in which his parents and sibwould know he'd never forget them. to Hiroshimas Peace Memorial Park.
former foes. lings would appear Finally, the nightmares stopped.Both Clubs have continued planting

The story starts in 1982, when Nor did Hawaiian Rotarians, for Hirotani died in 1996. and today dozens of peace trees
Nishikiori, a well-known architect and their part, didn’timmediately embrace Now every year, Hiroshima Rot- flourish in the two cities.
member of the Rotary Club of the idea. arians visit Pearl Harbour, or Pearl Other joint Club efforts have in-
Hiroshima Southeast, learned of an “Anytime you go through an Harbour Rotarians visit Hiroshima. cluded a Group Study Exchange to
unexpected request. The Mayor ofagonising experience, it always takesFrom our different cultures, it was promote better understanding between
Hiroshima hoped to expand thetremendous willpower to forgive,” very hard to come to an understandthe cultures and an art contest for
city’s sister relationship with Hono- says Bob Deibler, a retired U.S. Navying of how we would approach this Japanese and U.S. children. In 2002,
lulu and thought that Rotarnyith its  officer who was President of thething at first,” Bob says. “If it were after learning that the people of
emphasis on world peace, could helpRotary Club of Pearl Harbour, Oahu,two Clubs in the U.S., you'd have aNomwin, Micronesia, were in need of

Hiroji Mukasa of Japan was Presi-in 1982. drink, hang on their shoulders and singlean water, the sister clubs partnered
dent of Rotary International at the “Seiki Hirotani and | sat down,” songs, but this was different.” on a Matching Grant project with the
time and the idea was a perfect fithe remembers. “Through interpret-  After several trips, however, the for- Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon.
with the R.l. Theme: “Mankind Is ers, we didrt’pull any punchedie  mal nature of the relationship gave way Kazuya Nakatani, President of the
One — Build Bridges of Friendship talked about the bitterness that waso true friendshipApart from visiting  Hiroshima Southeast Club, hopes the
Throughout théVorld.” felt on both sides.” one anothés memorial sites, the bond between the Clubs will serve as

However, it wasn't a perfect fit Bob was boarding a streetcar inRotarians golf, shop and dine togethera powerful symbol of Rotarg'work
with Club members. “It was most Chicago on December 7, 1941, wherBob travelled to Japan to attend thdor peace and will inspire younger
difficult on our Club President, Seiki he heard that Pearl Harbour had beewedding of Seiki Hirotars son. generations to avoid the misunder-
Hirotani,” Akio Nishikiori says. “He bombed. “V¢ considered it a sneak Seiki's widow Semae, still marvels standings that lead to war
worried what his deceased familyattack,” he says. at the relationships that blossomed “Right now is a time to look at
would think, especially his parents.” Two years laterat 17, he enlisted among the Rotarians. On the tenttpeace,” adds Donna McLaughlin of
Seiki had lost his parents, two sis-in the Navy; he was stationed in Jaanniversary of her husbasdieath, the Pearl Harbour Club. “Thatthe
ters, a younger brother and a grandpan for ten months during the occu-more than 50 people gathered at hithing that Rotary leads the world in.”

NEWYORK RORRY CLUB TURNS 100

he Rotary Club of Nework re-  the NewYork Club has improved the ebrate the centennial. Jean-Claud
cently celebrated 100 years of serlives of millions at home and abroad.Gruffat, a former Newvork Club
vice and fellowship with aformal gala The centennial gala, held on No-member and now a member of thq
at the Union League Club of New vember 6, raised more than $100,00®Rotary Club of Paris, flew in from
York. for the Clubs foundation which will France “I had to be here...dtsuch
“This is a celebration of our Cludy’ distribute the funds to city charitiesan extraordinary accomplishment,”
historic impact on Newrork City, that help the homeless and needy said Jean-Claude whose busines
the United States and the world,” said “Service has been the key to ourobligations prompted a move to Paris
PPArcadio Casillas, Chairman of the success,” said President David‘l came not only as a former membe
centennial celebration committee.éW Wankof. “Exemplifying our motto, but as a friend and partrier jhym. G
celebrate past success not as a culmservice Above Setdiur members of-  His Paris Club has partnered with Brofs coan
nation but as a commencement of &en put their own personal and busithe NewYork Club on several JCUEUIEEREYN NG S

renewed Newrork Rotary’ ness affairs aside to serve the comprojects irAfrica and Eastern Europe. [INCUUNENIESIEL O ELE S o)
From its support of the Safa- munity.” Established onAugust 24, 1909, INUEWACIT LYoy d S| RSl

ter Project for families iAfrica to its Rotarians from several countries,the New York Club is Rotary’'s JEUEBEH RSV [(EEAl vleligRels Y Ro]

diligent fund-raising for local families including France, Germayijaly and  SIXTH OLDEST CLUB and has Island, New &k, during a

affected by the 9/11 terrorist attacksJapan, flew to Nework City to cel- more than 120 members. ceremony at the Garden City Ho
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Kalyan Banerjee to lead Rotay as its 101st Resident —
will target polio eradication as his top priority

EVANSTON, lllinois, USA:
alyan Banerjee, a businessman
from Guijarat, India, will become

President of Rotary International —
one of the largest humanitarian serr
vice organisations in the world — on
July 1, 201. As President, he will
lead the global network of 1.2 million
business and professional leaders
from more than 200 countries and
geographical regions who, through
volunteer service, help meet the need
of communities worldwide.

The Nominating Committee for
President of Rotary International in
2011-2012 selected him iAugust,
2009.As there were no challenging
candidates prior to the October dead
line, Kalyan Banerjee was declared

[

id : The cynosure of all eyes. Rotary International President Nominee Kalyan Banerjee and his spouse Binota (both
R.l. Plre5| er;]t-Nhomlrgee. e, J2anded) at the felicitation eanged by District 3140. it them ae District Governor Raju Subramanian and First
Kalyan, who has been a member) 54y \iyhya At left is DGN ay Jalan, who will sere District 3140 as Governor in the same year as Kalyareser

of Rotary since.1972 ar)d who will Rotawy International as Resident (in 201-2012).And at right ae PDG Dr Shirish Sheth and PDG Manibhai Doshi
become R.IS third President from

India after Nitish Laharry (1962/63) to the effort; Rotary is now working  Kalyan Banerjee, as a past Chaitnternational Studies in peace and
and Rajendra Saboo (1991/92), saidb raise an additional $200 million to of the SoutheasAsia Regional conflict resolution at eight leading
he was honoured to lead Rotary agulfilits commitment for a $355 mil- PolioPlus Committee and member ofuniversities in six different countries
its 101st President (in 2011-2012). lion challenge grant from the Bill & Rotary’s International PolioPlus of the world.

He pointed out that Rotary’ Melinda Gates Foundation. Committee, spearheaded many of Kalyan is a Director of United
strengths included its ability to at- The incidence of paralytic polio Rotarys novel initiatives which have Phosphorus Limited, the largest In-
tract leaders from different vocationsinfection has plunged worldwide given a new push to the polio eradi-dian agrochemical manufacturer, and
around the world and also its role infrom 350,000 cases in 1988 to fewercation programme in India. the Chairman of United Phosphorus
promoting peace. “My goal is for than 2,000 in 2008. Rotary also sponsors the larges{Bangladesh) Limited. He is a mem-
Rotary to become the preferred As one of the four remaining polio privately-funded international schol- ber of the Indian Institute of Chemi-
organisation for todag'generationto endemic countries (Afghanistan, Ni-arship programme in the world. Sincecal Engineers and th&merican
join and participate in, to make thegeria and Pakistan are the other three)947, it has contributed roughly $500Chemical Societya past president of
world better safer and happiér India’s fight against polio remains million to fund a year of study abroadtheVapi Industrieé\ssociation and a

As President, Kalyan will oversee strong with the volunteer and finan-for 38,000 students from 100 coun-former chairman of the Gujarat chap-
Rotarys top priority of eradicating cial support of more than $106 mil- tries. ter of the Confederation of Indian
polio, a crippling and potentially fa- lion from Rotaryln addition, Rotarg These “cultural ambassadors” usdndustry
tal disease that still threatens childrersustained political, bureaucratic andhe skills and knowledge they acquire He earned a degree in chemical en-
in Africa andAsia — including India. religious advocacy efforts at national,through their time abroad to advancagineering from the Indian Institute of
Since 1985, Rotarians worldwide state and district levels have made ¢he cause of international understandTechnology KharagpurHe and his
have contributed more than $800discernible impact on the programmeing, goodwill and peace. Rotary alsowife Binota have two children and
million and countless volunteer hoursin India. sponsors seven Rotary Centres fofour grandchildren.

Two ‘Indian American’ Clubs formed in Nework City

S(ty seven leading professionalsPrabhu Dayal, also attended and Vimi Sikka, an educator and social Kamlesh Mehta explained how
ecame Rotarians as hundreds ofvas made an Honorary Member worker, serves as President of thavithin weeks of the idea surfacing, a
others cheered them at a ceremony iof the Hicksville South Club. predominantly female Jericho Sun-group of like-minded friends drawn
New York City on December 1 to  Speaking to the assembled profesrise Club, which has 30 Charter mem-by Rotarys diverse, non-political and
celebrate the chartering of two newsionals and business owners, Kalyaters. non-religious structure began meet-
Rotary Clubs. Banerjee said that Rotary was the Reflecting on the high number of ing.

Kalyan Banerjee, R.l. President-world’s greatest serviceganisation. women in the Clubs, Kalyan quoted “Tonight, that dream has come
Nominee, joined Ravi Bhooplapur, It was held in such high esteem thaformer British Prime Minister Mar- true,” he added.
Governor of District 7250, to presentthe Bill & Melinda Gates Founda- garet Thatcher who said, “If | want Vimi Sikka said she drew inspira-
Charters to the Rotary Clubs oftion had no hesitation in giving $355 something said, | ask a man to do ittion from Governor Ravi Bhooplapur
Hicksville South and Jericho Sunrisemillion to Rotary International in If | want anything done, | always askand his wife and thanked Kamlesh
both on Long Island, during a glitter- Challenge Grants to help eradicatea woman”. Mehta for extending full support in
ing ceremony at the Garden Citypolio. He added that “the best Clubs thathe formation of the Jericho Sunrise
Hotel. Kamlesh Mehta, a diamond mer-I've seen are always run with femi- Club.

The members of both Clubs are chant and publisher of th®outh nine instincts — with understanding, The national anthems of India and
largely Indian American. India’s  Asian Tmes is the President of the care, love, passion, compassion, simthe United States were played at the
Consul General in Newyork, Mr.  37-member Hicksville South Club. plicity and sincerity”. beginning of the ceremony
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H.R. Rotaractors fill lives with music and laughter

oung singers of Scholar High Interact Chairman Mehul Sampat
School won théntaksharising- attended the programme and distrib-
ing) competition organised for uted the awards to the winners along
Interactors by the Rotaract Club ofwith ChiragTekchandaneyresident
H.R. College which was styled of the Rotaract Club of H.R. College.
“Jaane tu ya jaane na”. ut life was not all fun and games
This is supposed to be the only LJdfor the Rotaractors of H.R. Col-
such competition for Interactors inlege Another significant project saw
the city and it attracted 33 teams fronthem going to Bandra to interact with
seven schools, viz., Scholar Highthe residents of a shelter for children
School (the ultimate winners), suffering fromAIDS.
Alexandra Girls’ English Institution,  Fifteen members of the Club went
J.J. Girls’ High School, J.J. Boys’ to AshrayAshram which houses 40
High School, Bai Bengalee Girls’ High children sufering fromAIDS. They
- . . llecti d K inth School, Holy Name High School andcalled their project “Jeet” and at-
A e e s e o & JaUefighSchool ' empted 0 convey o the chiden
y Several innovations were intro-the message that they could also
H.R. College duced in the competition format thisemerge victorious from their travails.
year in order to make it more inter- The programme included a few in-
esting. These included “wild cards”, teractive games. Winners were given
a few techno-savvy rounds and sq@rizes and losers received “punish-
on.All of these were ably managedment”; one penalty was eating red
by the committee set up to organiseéhot chillies.
the event. A highlight of the event was the
Participation certificates were presence of five Intebistrict Youth
given to all the Interactors at the endExchange students; they participated
of the programme, while the winnerswholeheartedly in the project, sing-
received certificates, trophies andng, dancing, playing games, develop-
medals. Some of the participants weréng bonds with thAIDS-afflicted and
overheard saying that they woulddrawing them out of their shells. They
cherish the memories of the event foalso distributed chocolates to the chil-
alongtime. dren.

And here are the winners. Interact Chairman Mehul Sampat presents awards
to two contestants. Mementoes were presented to all partisipa

Dont let any situation, any condition keep you dovten&up and fight.
The Rotaractors give a leg-up to some of the suffering children of the

They are the ones who are responsible. The organising committee set up by shelter

the Rotaract Club of H.R. College to oversee the arrangements

Now that we've aused integst, lets play some game&n indoor game of

Come on, le$ play some games. RotaractomirH.R. College interact with  ‘kho-kho’ in progress at the ‘Ashray’ home where 40 children are taken
young residents of ‘Ashray’, a residential home for children afflicted by AIDS care of
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‘India Is facing the same problem (of demand far exceeding
the supply of power) that the USA faced in 1945’

(Continued from Page 2) NTPC but charged very heavy rates Pradeep Chinai pointed out thatcome down, thefts were prevented

When he agreed to answer somevhen they passed it on. most SEBs were losing money be-and full electricity was supplied.
questions, Mudit Jain said that “open Mr. Shinde replied that it was the cause of pilferage, (mis)management As for the Ratnagiri Power Project
access” was a good policy but someask of the State Regulatory Com-and so onWas anything being done (earlier called Dabhol), MEhindes
States were not allowing inter-Statemissions to work out the prices.  about them? Further, he askedesponse has been quoted at the be-
access. He wanted MBhindeto “use  Jagdish Malkani wondered whatwhether the Dabhol power plantginning of this report.
your office to browbeat them”. sources would be tapped for the nextvould ever start functioning. When Shyyamniwas Somani

Mr. Shinde agreed and said that h&0,000 mw of poweAnd what were Mr. Shinde said attempts were orspoke about solar power being an
had already threatened Karnatakdis thoughts on nuclear energy?  to restructure SEBS, to separate theiexpensive proposition, the Minister
with action if necessary The Minister said that nuclear en-distribution, transmission and othersaid the government was collaborat-

But Mudit persisted, pointing out ergy was another area that was beinghases so that the problem areaifg with the US, Germany and other
that everTamil Nadu was not allow- explored. India had already signhed aould be identified. He was all for countries for research co-operation
ing “open access”. He also wanted taivilian nuclear agreement with the restructuring (he did not like the wordin this area.
know whether the Power Minister USA (in 2008) and nuclear plants“unbundling”). Besides, attempts were also being
would split State Electricity Boards would soon be set up. Fuel arrange- The restructuring in Maharashtramade to assess the potential and cost
(SEBs) for greater B€iency. They ments were also being made, but evhad led to Bhiwandi being given overramifications of wind power, tidal
received power at low rates fromerything took time. to franchisees. Now the rates hagower and so on.

“India is now very progressive
on the power sector The same
thing happened in the USA in 1945
when Roosevelt was President.
From 1945 to 1950, they did not
improve much. But from 1950 they
improved so much that today they
have 10 lakh megawatts.

“And India is facing the same situ-
ation todaywhether you go to rural
areas or in the towns... But | am con-
fident that with this Prime Minister
and the leadership of Sonia Gandhi,
we will be able to give better thrust
to the power sectdrMr. Shinde
added.

While Shailesh Haribhakti intro-
duced the guest speaker, the vote of
I am confident that with this Prime Minister and the leadership of Sonia Gandhi, we will be able to give bettertheugts was proposed by Nanik

to the power sectpsays MrSushilkumar Shinde Rupani.

Service
Above
Self

Are you a satisfied consumer?
If you have any grievance/
complaint against any
company/firm for defective
products/services, lodge your|
complaint with CFBP
We shall try to help you in
redressing your grievances

Contact for details:
Council For Fair Business
Practices

GreatWestern Building,
130/132, S.B. Road,
Mumbai - 400023.
Tel.: 2288 5249 / 2284 2590
Fax: 2284 4783
E-Mail: cfbp@mtnl.net.in
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A 10-year-old on the greens wilHappy Birthday

challenge even those above

istory will be made in more

ways than one when the thirdhas confirmed so faapart from Mr
annual golf tournament of the RotaryRajan Dalal, is Rotaryann Brinda
Club of Bombay is held at the United Anand Shah.
Services Club, Navy Nagar, on Sat- Moy Biswas, who is organising

urday January 9, 2010.
Not only will this be the first oc-

casion when players will be vying the arrangements being made.

for the newly-instituted Biswas Golf

Trophy there will be the added at-

traction of a tiny tot who will tee-off
along with the others.

0

As for spouses, the only one wha

Dr. Suhas Shah
January 8

the event, has sentan email to all play-aryind Agarwal
ers, providing them with details of  January 6

According to him, two groups of
players will tee off simultaneously
from two spots, the No. Tee-Of
and the No. 10ee-Of. The first tee-
off will take place at 12 noon and the
last one by 12.30 prll competi-
tors will be able to tee-off comfort-
ably within the 30-minute windaw

The first group of four 4 balls will
too of from the No. 1Tee-Of and
the second group of three 4 balls from
No. 10Tee-Of.

The match would be played as per
the Stableford format. No change of
ball would be allowed on the putting
green and the local club rules would
be followed.As mentioned earlier
caddy fees and refreshments during

Hoshang Nazir
January 9

Nrip Raj Jain
January 10

PP Dr. Adi Dastur

X " January 11
the tournament were being organised
at no expense to participants. Spouses/Rotaryanns
However, green fees would have Martina New
to be borne by individuals. The week- January 8

end green fees at the US Club for Vaidehi Dhoot

|.G.U. Members is Rs.750 and for January 9
non-1.GU. members, Rs. 1.100. Vera Mehta
1.G.U. members would have to bring January 10

their cards to the course.
This little boy is just ten years old. Moy has also requested all partici
His name is Bhavya Jain and he is th@ants to reach the Club by 11.30 al

LATE NEWS

Mjay and Gauri Jatia a& hosting

son of Mr Mohit Jain (who is also

playing) and the grandson of Narestto the tournament could be assured

Kumar Jain (who is not a golfer).

Among the other players is theinform him in advance on account
veteran DrDevendra Saksena who,of security considerations.

at 70-plus, is no pushovérregular

player, he is expected to give the restey their handicaps as soon as pos

of the field a run for the trophy

so that a timely and orderly beginningleNEElleElgTTeNe [l TR IR
Club fom 8 pm on Fridgyanuay
22, 2010. The venue will be {
Podium Level of Belvedre Co

Sane Guruji Marg, Mahalaxmi. T
Jatias have invited all memb

along with their spouses.

Non-participants are requested to

He has urged participants to con

sible. His records have not been up-

Others “sons” (though not so dated since the second annual tour-
young) who are expected to tee offnament held last year

are Aditya Nirav Shah, Gautam
Arvind Agarwal, Abhiram Kastur

Finally, Moy has invited all par
ticipants and non-participants to his

Sheth, Rishi (son of Rita and Mr residence for Fellowship and the prize

Rajan Dalal) and Kushnand Shah.
Visiting
Rotarians

Bombay Cuffe Parade:PP
Darshana DoshBombay East:

PDG Manibhai DoshBombay

Harbour: President Mahes
Mathur; Bombay Mid-Town:
Naren MohattaAshwin Shah;
North Branford (Connecti-
cut): Mukund Nori.

distribution ceremonyHis address
is as follows: 802-A-Bakhtavar, Op-
posite Colaba Post Office, Mumbai
400005. He can be contacted on
9820051887 and at
moybiswas@hotmail.com.

Harry SinghArora
elected to CCI

Executive Committee

ongratulations to PP Harry Singh
Arora who has been elected to
the Executive Committee of the Reégd. No. MH/MR/South-109/
Cricket Club of India. 2009-11, R.N.I. No. 14015/60
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