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Forthcoming meetings
January 5, 2010

A presentation on the Bhavishya-
Yaan project.

The Honorary Rotarian, Mr.
Deepak Parekh, Chairman of
HDFC, to attend the Club’s New
Year party being hosted by PP Nalin
and Anita Parikh.

The Fellowship will start at 12.30
pm. A formal meeting will be held
between 1.30 and 2 pm and the Fel-
lowship will continue thereafter.

January 12, 2010
Ms Bijal Doshi to speak on

“Yoga and meditation – Key to
good health”.

M r. Lakshmi N. Mittal, who is
scheduled to address the

meeting of the Rotary Club of
Bombay to be held on Thursday,
January 21, 2010, will do so at the
Trident Hotel (the Oberoi) and not
at the regular venue, the Taj Mahal
Hotel.

According to President Nandan
Damani, the meeting is scheduled
to be held at 4 pm at the Rooftop of
the Trident.

As members are aware, the meet-
ing of Tuesday, January 19, has
been postponed to Thursday, Janu-
ary 21, 2010.

All members are requested to
note these changes (in meeting day,
meeting time and meeting venue)
and to reach the Trident on time.

Change of venue:
Lakshmi Mittal to

speak at the Oberoi
on January 21

Don’t sweat, says Power
Minister, the shortage
of electricity will soon
be a thing of the past

What has the Central government got to do with power? It’s a concern of the
States, says Mr. Sushilkumar Shinde, who was addressing the Club last week

At a time when every industrial-
ist, entrepreneur and citizen is

worried about power cuts and the
shortage of electricity, the country’s
Minister for Power, Mr. Sushilkumar
Shinde, has held out hope.

He says that the shortage in
Maharashtra will end in two years;
that Bombay’s power woes will be
solved with the help of a 200-mega-
watt plant at Ratnagiri; and that ev-
ery Indian will have electricity by
2020 under the Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Vidyutikaran (rural electrification)
Scheme started in 2005.

But he added an important ca-
veat – “the power sector is fully a
concern of the State governments;
it is on the concurrent list of the
Constitution of India and power
has to be generated by the States;
the Centre has to just supplement”
their efforts.

Sadly, over the last two decades it
had come to be assumed that it was
the Central government that was re-

sponsible for power generation and
that the States had little to do in the
matter.

Mr. Shinde, who was speaking at
the last meeting on the power situa-
tion, said that efforts were on to re-
store the Dabhol power plant, re-
christened Ratnagiri Power Project,
despite several hindrances.

The government had paid Rs.
10,000 crores for the 2,150-megawatt
(mw) plant and entered into a part-
nership with GAIL and NTPC. But
when an effort was made to restart
the three units, it was found that the
machinery had turned into junk.

Finally, one plant with a capacity
of 630 mw had been started; the sec-

ond, with a capacity of 1,300 mw,
would start by March; and by Octo-
ber all three units would be opera-
tional.

Fur ther, since sufficient space
was available in the area, it was
decided to have an additional plant
with a 200-mw capacity “so that
Bombay’s problem is solved”.

Mr. Shinde stated at the outset that
he was the Governor of Andhra
Pradesh when he was invited to join
the Union Cabinet on December 29,
2006. At that time, more than half of
the Tenth Five-Year Plan period had
passed by. The Tenth Plan had en-
visaged a capacity addition of 42,000
mw, but only 21,000 mw was added.

When he and his team tried to find
out what exactly had gone wrong, it
was learnt that there was a shortage
of fuel, of gas and of equipment, too.
In fact, orders for the same had not
been placed on time.

This was a sorry state of affairs,
given that the Electricity Act of 2003
allowed “open access” to the power
sector. Yet, despite the target of
42,000 mw only 21,000 mw was
added.

Following discussions with the
Planning Commission, the target
for the Eleventh Five-Year Plan
was fixed at 78,757 mw.

This, despite the fact that total
capacity addition during the
Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Plans
(over a period of 15 years) was a
mere 56,000 mw.

This was a huge challenge and he
had accepted it. The first thing his
Ministry had done, even before the
Tenth Plan ended, was to place or-
ders for (equipment for) 80,000 mw.

Despite the shortage of coal and
gas, in addition to the need for “non-
polluting” power, he was hopeful of
meeting the target of 78,000 mw.

Sources such as solar and hydro
power were also being looked at and
would be tapped if necessary.

Apart from the Central Electricity
Authority and the government of
India’s own machinery, he had also
appointed a committee of experts for
plant-wise monitoring. The experts
visited each project site every fort-
night. This had never been attempted
before.

Another committee, comprising
former Secretaries in the Ministry of
Power and representatives of indus-
try bodies such as CII and FICCI,
had been appointed as advisers to the
Power Minister.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
This panel would correct him if he

went wrong at any stage.
Mr. Shinde went on to say that

ever since the “open access” policy
was formalised, huge investments
had been made in the power sector.
Over Rs. 100,000 crores had already
come in and the figure was likely to
swell to Rs. 600,000 crores by 2017.

Besides, the government had also
announced nine ultra-mega power
projects. Each one would have a ca-
pacity of 4,000 mw and cost Rs.
16,000 crores. There was a demand
for more such projects all over the
country.

The bidding process had been
completed for four projects, two of
which would be at pithead (close to
the source, viz., coal) and two based
on imported coal. The price per unit
of electricity generated from these
would be Rs. 1.19.

The setting up of two power ex-
changes was another unique achieve-
ment. This, too, had never been at-
tempted before and had come about
only in the last two to three years.

In order to promote hydropower,
it was decided that for the duration
of the Eleventh Plan there would be
no competitive bidding. Manufactur-
ers would be free to sign MOUs with
States and start generating power.

Forty per cent of the power gen-
erated would be available to the manu-
facturers for free sale on a mercantile
basis, whether in India or abroad
(mainly Nepal and Bhutan where
transmission lines were available).
Twelve per cent of the power would
go to the State and 1% utilised for
local area development.

The Minister said there was huge
capacity available along the Hima-
layan ranges, from Arunachal Pradesh

Investments in the power sector will swell to Rs. 600,000 crores
by the year 2017, says Power Minister Sushilkumar Shinde

to Kashmir. It was estimated that the
yield could be 180,000 mw, but at
present only 32,000 mw was being
generated.

Another major problem faced by
the power sector was the shortage of
trained staff. To this end, the govern-
ment had adopted 14 technical insti-
tutes (ITIs) and was in the process
of tying up another 27.

“I have said that in each govern-
ment of India undertaking we must
have our own technical school at the
project... I recently inaugurated three
to four regional schools which are at
the level of major engineering colleges
so that trained staff will be easily
available.

“There are strict instructions that
whenever the foundation of a power
project is laid, we must also lay the
foundation for a school on the same
day. One project takes five to six years
to complete and the locals (who com-
plain that they don’t get employment)
will be trained in two to three years
and will be ready to be employed in
that unit.

“I have started this with public
sector undertakings but I will make it
compulsory for private, independent
developers, too, because they com-
plain that they have to hire people
from Korea, China and so on (to work
in their plants).”

About manufacturing units for the
power sector, Mr. Shinde said that
so far there was only one such com-
pany, viz., BHEL. It was said to have
a “huge” capacity for making genera-
tors and turbines. But how “huge”
was its capacity? In truth, it only
manufactured equipment to handle
the generation of 5,000 mw.

When this was juxtaposed against
the target of generating 78,000 mw, it
seemed puny. But thanks to the in-

tervention of the Prime Minister, the
Department of Heavy Industry first
raised BHEL’s capacity to 10,000
mw and then to 15,000 mw. But even
this was not enough.

Therefore, several new companies
were being allowed into the field and
joint ventures were being signed by
L&T, Alstom, Bharat Forge, Toshiba,
JSW and others. Four ventures were
about to commence and would con-
centrate on “plant balance” (to ensure
that power-generating units did not
suffer for lack of equipment such as
ash decks, cooling plants and so on).

Referring to the promise of giving
power to all, Mr. Shinde said that the
Rajiv Gandhi Gramin Vidyutikaran
Scheme started in 2005 had prom-
ised to give electricity to all by 2020.

Out of India’s 1,15,000 villages,
the scheme had already covered
67,000, giving connections to
83,00,000 families below the poverty
line. This was a free scheme with 90%
subsidy from the government of In-
dia and 10% loan from the REC. A
sum of Rs. 5,000 crores had been
spent so far and the Ministry still
had Rs. 28,000 crores with it.

Efforts were also on to prevent
theft of power, loss during transmis-
sion and commercial losses. Work on
transmission lines was also going on
simultaneously and some firms from
Bombay were executing projects even
in distant places like Sikkim.

Things were moving quite briskly
and against a capacity of 1,343 mw
at Independence, India had achieved
a capacity of 153,000 mw. But this
was not sufficient.

Mr. Shinde then referred to the oft-
repeated question: Why was China
able to achieve capacity addition at a
brisk rate of 20,000 mw per year and
not India?

To this, his answer was that the
Communist system of China did bet-
ter in comparison with India’s demo-
cratic political system. In this coun-
try, many projects were stopped be-
cause of objections.

For example, a group of people
objected to a hydro project in
Gangotri on which Rs. 400 crores had
already been spent. He had ordered
the work to be stopped and was try-
ing to convince them to allow it to
continue, promising to stop other
projects in the area.

In the case of hydro projects, all
that was done was that the flow of
water was diverted slightly, power
was generated from a gushing ma-
noeuvre and the water continued its
flow. No one was taking the water
away. “But we can’t go against In-
dian religious thinking. Therefore, we
are facing difficulties.”

One panacea for power ills had been
the finding of gas in the seabed off the
coast of Andhra Pradesh. Recent news
reports spoke of yet another find in
the same basin. However, Mr. Shinde
said, it was important for power plants
to run to capacity.

He reiterated that the power sec-
tor was in the concurrent list and that
“the government of India just has to
manage”. Yet, the Power Minister had
called a meeting of State Power Min-
isters twice in the course of the year
in order to give them clear-cut ideas
about the steps that they could take
and also “threatening them for some
reason or other”.

Finally, he said, he had held a meet-
ing about the power situation in
Maharashtra at which some decisions
were taken. “The position will improve
in a year or two… maximum two
years, till then you have suffer it (sic).”

(Continued on Page 7)

A huge capacity for hydropower is available along the Himalayan ranges, from Arunachal Pradesh to Kashmir. The yield could be 180,000 mw, says Mr.
Sushilkumar Shinde (first picture). In the second photograph, he is snapped with Mudit and Malti Jain (right) and with President Nandan Damani and

Programme Chairman Nanik Rupani



At the last meeting
(Held on December 29, 2009)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting
Rotarians, Rotaryanns, guests and
others.

BANNERS EXCHANGED
With Mukund Nori of the Rotary

Club of North Branford and Past
Assistant Governor of District 7980.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 153
Visiting Rotarians 6
Spouses/Rotaryanns 5
Guests 7
Total 171
Svc. box collection Rs. 4,000
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Exchanging greetings and good wishes. President Nandan exchanges
banners with Past Assistant Governor Mukund Nori of North Branford,

Connecticut, at the last meeting

The experts are really doing an excellent job of restoration at the Taj. Girdharilal Vaid compliments Renu Basu at the last meeting. In the second
photograph, President Nandan Damani greets Warij Kasliwal in the Crystal Room of the Taj Mahal Hotel

Donations received

Zinia Lawyer has made a birth-
day donation of Rs. 5,000 and

Rita Dalal has contributed Rs. 2,500
on her birthday.

President Nandan announced at
the last meeting that apart from the
above, a contribution of Rs. 10,000
had been received from Mr. Jagdish
Saxena, Alok Saxena’s father, for the
Mumbai Marathon event.

Similarly, Rotaryann Komal Israni
had donated Rs. 5,001 for the
Bhavishya-Yaan project on the occa-
sion of her birthday.

Nandan thanked all the donors for
their thoughtful contributions.

Hariprasad’s
contribution for

scholarships
President Nandan Damani an-

nounced at the last meeting that
Hariprasad Nevatia had made a sig-
nificant corpus contribution for the
education of meritorious students.

He said that Hariprasad had do-
nated Rs. 1.25 lakhs for scholar-
ships to be given to SSC toppers.

Further, he had donated Rs.
6,000 for the Mumbai Marathon
event.

Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni
informed members at the last

meeting about the programme being
worked out for the proposed three-
day Fellowship trip to Singapore
from January 24 to 27, 2010.

Here are some highlights of the
proposed itinerary:

(1) A visit to the campus of the
S.P. Jain Institute of Management
Studies;

(2) Trip around the Raffles area;
(3) A night safari;
(4) Visit to the sunset point – first

at Singapore Flyer and then to Ful-
lerton Hotel;

(5) A trip to the Sentosa Island
(which boasts of a flower show and a
musical fountain);

(6) Visit to Clark Quay to enjoy
the excellent food available there; and

(7) Finally, a trip to China Town.
Shivkumar has requested members

to make their registrations as early as
possible in order to enable the Club
to make suitable hotel bookings and
the ticketing arrangements.

Fun events planned in Singapore
Apart from Fellowship, the visit

would also give the Club members an
opportunity to share information
about their projects and service ac-
tivities with the Rotary Club of
Raffles City, Singapore.

There will be no meeting of the Club
in Bombay on Tuesday, January 26,
2010, on account of Republic Day.

Club to participate in
Mumbai Marathon

‘Dream Run’

For the first time, the Rotary Club
of Bombay will participate in the

next edition of the increasingly popu-
lar Mumbai Marathon which is held
in January every year and which is
now rated among the world’s top ten
long-distance events.

Registered as an NGO, the Club
will be allotted 25 exclusive chest
numbers for the participants it nomi-
nates to the “Dream Run” (about six
km.) section of the marathon which
will be held on January 17, 2010.

While members will have to raise
Rs. 6,000 to enjoy these exclusive
numbers (along with special Rotary
Club of Bombay T-shirts), non-mem-
bers will be obliged to raise at least
Rs. 30,000 each in order to sport these
numbers. The funds collected will go
to the Trust and will finance various
service activities of the Club.

A reminder about the
Yoga directory

Sitaram Shah, District 3140 Chair-
man for Yoga and Health, is com-

piling a directory of institutions pro-
moting and practising the culture of
Yoga in District 3140 (Bombay and
Greater Bombay).

He has written to all Clubs request-
ing them to share information about
institutions promoting and practis-
ing Yoga.

The project is being executed by
the District in partnership with the
Kaivalyadham Institute at Lonavala,
the Times Foundation and the Yoga
Association of India.

According to Sitaram, all entries in
the directory will be published free
of cost. All those promoting the cul-
ture of Yoga must register before Janu-
ary 15, 2010, at the website:
www.yogadirectorymumbai.com.
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Akio Nishikiori clasps his prayer
beads and bows his head as the

Peace Bell tolls marking the exact
moment that Hiroshima, Japan, was
devastated by an atomic bomb 64
years ago.

He was just eight years old when
the bomb shattered the city on Au-
gust 6, 1945. A week passed before
his parents located his eldest sister,
who had volunteered to work in a
downtown factory. Badly burned,
she told them how she had desper-
ately repeated their address to any-
one who passed by. She died two
days after being reunited with her
family.

Now, as Akio observes the crowd
gathered in Hiroshima’s Peace Me-
morial Park, he reflects upon how
Rotary helped him find friends in
former foes.

The story starts in 1982, when
Nishikiori, a well-known architect and
member of the Rotary Club of
Hiroshima Southeast, learned of an
unexpected request. The Mayor of
Hiroshima hoped to expand the
city’s sister relationship with Hono-
lulu and thought that Rotary, with its
emphasis on world peace, could help.

Hiroji Mukasa of Japan was Presi-
dent of Rotary International at the
time and the idea was a perfect fit
with the R.I. Theme: “Mankind Is
One – Build Bridges of Friendship
Throughout the World.”

However, it wasn’t a perfect fit
with Club members. “It was most
difficult on our Club President, Seiki
Hirotani,” Akio Nishikiori says. “He
worried what his deceased family
would think, especially his parents.”
Seiki had lost his parents, two sis-
ters, a younger brother and a grand-

mother in the attack and he was so
vexed about establishing the sister
Club relationship that he had night-
mares in which his parents and sib-
lings would appear.

Nor did Hawaiian Rotarians, for
their part, didn’t immediately embrace
the idea.

“Anytime you go through an
agonising experience, it always takes
tremendous willpower to forgive,”
says Bob Deibler, a retired U.S. Navy
officer who was President of the
Rotary Club of Pearl Harbour, Oahu,
in 1982.

“Seiki Hirotani and I sat down,”
he remembers. “Through interpret-
ers, we didn’t pull any punches. We
talked about the bitterness that was
felt on both sides.”

Bob was boarding a streetcar in
Chicago on December 7, 1941, when
he heard that Pearl Harbour had been
bombed. “We considered it a sneak
attack,” he says.

Two years later, at 17, he enlisted
in the Navy; he was stationed in Ja-
pan for ten months during the occu-

pation and the rebuilding that followed
World War II.

Although they saw the war from
different sides, once the conversation
turned to Rotary, Seiki Hirotani and
Bob Deibler found themselves see-
ing eye to eye.

“(We said) we’re all Rotarians and
we should focus on projects and help-
ing people and forget about the scars
of the war,” Bob remembers.

By September of that year, both
Clubs were in favour of forming a
sister relationship and Seiki and Bob
signed the affiliation agreement in
Hawaii. But after returning home,
Seiki continued to be haunted by his
memories of the war. He decided to
hike into the mountains and build a
memorial to his parents so they
would know he’d never forget them.

Finally, the nightmares stopped.
Hirotani died in 1996.

Now every year, Hiroshima Rot-
arians visit Pearl Harbour, or Pearl
Harbour Rotarians visit Hiroshima.
“From our different cultures, it was
very hard to come to an understand-
ing of how we would approach this
thing at first,” Bob says. “If it were
two Clubs in the U.S., you’d have a
drink, hang on their shoulders and sing
songs, but this was different.”

After several trips, however, the for-
mal nature of the relationship gave way
to true friendship. Apart from visiting
one another’s memorial sites, the
Rotarians golf, shop and dine together.
Bob travelled to Japan to attend the
wedding of Seiki Hirotani’s son.

Seiki’s widow, Semae, still marvels
at the relationships that blossomed
among the Rotarians. On the tenth
anniversary of her husband’s death,
more than 50 people gathered at his

tomb to honour his memory. Many
were members of the Pearl Harbour
Club.

“Going back to the start of this
affiliation, we couldn’t have imagined
these friendships,” she says. “It took
years for us to forget the war.

To commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the attack on Pearl Harbour,
to show remorse and to honour those
who had lost their lives, Seiki Hirotani
suggested planting a “peace tree”
there. Rotarians from both countries
planted two trees, one for each Club,
in Blaisdell Park, overlooking the USS
Arizona Memorial.

And on the 50th anniversary of
the bombing of Hiroshima, members
of the Pearl Harbour Club planted a
myrtle tree in a small park adjacent
to Hiroshima’s Peace Memorial Park.
Both Clubs have continued planting
and today dozens of peace trees
flourish in the two cities.

Other joint Club efforts have in-
cluded a Group Study Exchange to
promote better understanding between
the cultures and an art contest for
Japanese and U.S. children. In 2002,
after learning that the people of
Nomwin, Micronesia, were in need of
clean water, the sister clubs partnered
on a Matching Grant project with the
Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon.

Kazuya Nakatani, President of the
Hiroshima Southeast Club, hopes the
bond between the Clubs will serve as
a powerful symbol of Rotary’s work
for peace and will inspire younger
generations to avoid the misunder-
standings that lead to war.

“Right now is a time to look at
peace,” adds Donna McLaughlin of
the Pearl Harbour Club. “That’s the
thing that Rotary leads the world in.”

The story behind how Rotary helped end the bitterness of World War II

Pearl Harbour and Hiroshima are sister city Clubs

Semae Hirotani and Akio Nishikiori
at Hiroshima’s peace tree grove

The Rotary Club of New York re-
cently celebrated 100 years of ser-

vice and fellowship with a formal gala
at the Union League Club of New
York.

“This is a celebration of our Club’s
historic impact on New York City,
the United States and the world,” said
PP Arcadio Casillas, Chairman of the
centennial celebration committee. “We
celebrate past success not as a culmi-
nation but as a commencement of a
renewed New York Rotary.”

From its support of the Safe Wa-
ter Project for families in Africa to its
diligent fund-raising for local families
affected by the 9/11 terrorist attacks,

NEW YORK ROTARY CLUB TURNS 100
the New York Club has improved the
lives of millions at home and abroad.

The centennial gala, held on No-
vember 6, raised more than $100,000
for the Club’s foundation which will
distribute the funds to city charities
that help the homeless and needy.

“Service has been the key to our
success,” said President David
Wankoff. “Exemplifying our motto,
Service Above Self, our members of-
ten put their own personal and busi-
ness affairs aside to serve the com-
munity.”

Rotarians from several countries,
including France, Germany, Italy and
Japan, flew to New York City to cel-

ebrate the centennial. Jean-Claude
Gruffat, a former New York Club
member and now a member of the
Rotary Club of Paris, flew in from
France “I had to be here... It’s such
an extraordinary accomplishment,”
said Jean-Claude whose business
obligations prompted a move to Paris.
“I came not only as a former member
but as a friend and partner.”

His Paris Club has partnered with
the New York Club on several
projects in Africa and Eastern Europe.

Established on August 24, 1909,
the New York Club is Rotary’s
SIXTH OLDEST CLUB and has
more than 120 members.
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Kalyan Banerjee, R.I. President-
Nominee, presents Charters to the
Rotary Clubs of Hicksville South

and Jericho Sunrise, both on Long
Island, New York, during a

ceremony at the Garden City Hotel
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Two ‘Indian American’ Clubs formed in New York City
Sixty seven leading professionals

became Rotarians as hundreds of
others cheered them at a ceremony in
New York City on December 1 to
celebrate the chartering of two new
Rotary Clubs.

Kalyan Banerjee, R.I. President-
Nominee, joined Ravi Bhooplapur,
Governor of District 7250, to present
Charters to the Rotary Clubs of
Hicksville South and Jericho Sunrise,
both on Long Island, during a glitter-
ing ceremony at the Garden City
Hotel.

The members of both Clubs are
largely Indian American. India’s
Consul General in New York, Mr .

Prabhu Dayal, also attended and
was made an Honorary Member
of the Hicksville South Club.

Speaking to the assembled profes-
sionals and business owners, Kalyan
Banerjee said that Rotary was the
world’s greatest service organisation.
It was held in such high esteem that
the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion had no hesitation in giving $355
million to Rotary International in
Challenge Grants to help eradicate
polio.

Kamlesh Mehta, a diamond mer-
chant and publisher of the South
Asian Times, is the President of the
37-member Hicksville South Club.

Vimi Sikka, an educator and social
worker, serves as President of the
predominantly female Jericho Sun-
rise Club, which has 30 Charter mem-
bers.

Reflecting on the high number of
women in the Clubs, Kalyan quoted
former British Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher who said, “If I want
something said, I ask a man to do it.
If I want anything done, I always ask
a woman”.

He added that “the best Clubs that
I’ve seen are always run with femi-
nine instincts – with understanding,
care, love, passion, compassion, sim-
plicity and sincerity”.

Kamlesh Mehta explained how,
within weeks of the idea surfacing, a
group of like-minded friends drawn
by Rotary’s diverse, non-political and
non-religious structure began meet-
ing.

“Tonight, that dream has come
true,” he added.

Vimi Sikka said she drew inspira-
tion from Governor Ravi Bhooplapur
and his wife and thanked Kamlesh
Mehta for extending full support in
the formation of the Jericho Sunrise
Club.

The national anthems of India and
the United States were played at the
beginning of the ceremony.

EVANSTON, Illinois, USA:

K alyan Banerjee, a businessman
from Gujarat, India, will become

President of Rotary International –
one of the largest humanitarian ser-
vice organisations in the world – on
July 1, 2011. As President, he will
lead the global network of 1.2 million
business and professional leaders
from more than 200 countries and
geographical regions who, through
volunteer service, help meet the needs
of communities worldwide.

The Nominating Committee for
President of Rotary International in
2011-2012 selected him in August,
2009. As there were no challenging
candidates prior to the October dead-
line, Kalyan Banerjee was declared
R.I. President-Nominee.

Kalyan, who has been a member
of Rotary since 1972 and who will
become R.I.’s third President from
India after Nitish Laharry (1962/63)
and Rajendra Saboo (1991/92), said
he was honoured to lead Rotary as
its 101st President (in 2011-2012).

He pointed out that Rotary’s
strengths included its ability to at-
tract leaders from different vocations
around the world and also its role in
promoting peace. “My goal is for
Rotary to become the preferred
organisation for today’s generation to
join and participate in, to make the
world better, safer and happier.”

As President, Kalyan will oversee
Rotary’s top priority of eradicating
polio, a crippling and potentially fa-
tal disease that still threatens children
in Africa and Asia – including India.
Since 1985, Rotarians worldwide
have contributed more than $800
million and countless volunteer hours

Kalyan Banerjee to lead Rotary as its 101st President –
will target polio eradication as his top priority

to the effort; Rotary is now working
to raise an additional $200 million to
fulfil its commitment for a $355 mil-
lion challenge grant from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation.

The incidence of paralytic polio
infection has plunged worldwide
from 350,000 cases in 1988 to fewer
than 2,000 in 2008.

As one of the four remaining polio
endemic countries (Afghanistan, Ni-
geria and Pakistan are the other three),
India’s fight against polio remains
strong with the volunteer and finan-
cial support of more than $106 mil-
lion from Rotary. In addition, Rotary’s
sustained political, bureaucratic and
religious advocacy efforts at national,
state and district levels have made a
discernible impact on the programme
in India.

Kalyan Banerjee, as a past Chair
of the Southeast Asia Regional
PolioPlus Committee and member of
Rotary’s International PolioPlus
Committee, spearheaded many of
Rotary’s novel initiatives which have
given a new push to the polio eradi-
cation programme in India.

Rotary also sponsors the largest
privately-funded international schol-
arship programme in the world. Since
1947, it has contributed roughly $500
million to fund a year of study abroad
for 38,000 students from 100 coun-
tries.

These “cultural ambassadors” use
the skills and knowledge they acquire
through their time abroad to advance
the cause of international understand-
ing, goodwill and peace. Rotary also
sponsors seven Rotary Centres for

International Studies in peace and
conflict resolution at eight leading
universities in six different countries
of the world.

Kalyan is a Director of United
Phosphorus Limited, the largest In-
dian agrochemical manufacturer, and
the Chairman of United Phosphorus
(Bangladesh) Limited. He is a mem-
ber of the Indian Institute of Chemi-
cal Engineers and the American
Chemical Society, a past president of
the Vapi Industries Association and a
former chairman of the Gujarat chap-
ter of the Confederation of Indian
Industry.

He earned a degree in chemical en-
gineering from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur. He and his
wife Binota have two children and
four grandchildren.

The cynosure of all eyes. Rotary International President Nominee Kalyan Banerjee and his spouse Binota (both
garlanded) at the felicitation arranged by District 3140. With them are District Governor Raju Subramanian and First
Lady Vidhya. At left is DGN Vijay Jalan, who will serve District 3140 as Governor in the same year as Kalyan serves
Rotary International as President (in 2011-2012). And at right are PDG Dr. Shirish Sheth and PDG Manibhai Doshi
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Young singers of Scholar High
School won the Antakshari (sing-

ing) competition organised for
Interactors by the Rotaract Club of
H.R. College which was styled
“Jaane tu ya jaane na”.

This is supposed to be the only
such competition for Interactors in
the city and it attracted 33 teams from
seven schools, viz., Scholar High
School (the ultimate winners),
Alexandra Girls’ English Institution,
J.J. Girls’ High School, J.J. Boys’
High School, Bai Bengalee Girls’ High
School, Holy Name High School and
St. Xavier’s High School.

Several innovations were intro-
duced in the competition format this
year in order to make it more inter-
esting. These included “wild cards”,
a few techno-savvy rounds and so
on. All of these were ably managed
by the committee set up to organise
the event.

Participation certificates were
given to all the Interactors at the end
of the programme, while the winners
received certificates, trophies and
medals. Some of the participants were
overheard saying that they would
cherish the memories of the event for
a long time.

H.R. Rotaractors fill lives with music and laughter
Interact Chairman Mehul Sampat

attended the programme and distrib-
uted the awards to the winners along
with Chirag Tekchandaney, President
of the Rotaract Club of H.R. College.

But life was not all fun and games
for the Rotaractors of H.R. Col-

lege. Another significant project saw
them going to Bandra to interact with
the residents of a shelter for children
suffering from AIDS.

Fifteen members of the Club went
to Ashray Ashram which houses 40
children suffering from AIDS. They
called their project “Jeet” and at-
tempted to convey to the children
the message that they could also
emerge victorious from their travails.

The programme included a few in-
teractive games. Winners were given
prizes and losers received “punish-
ment”; one penalty was eating red
hot chillies.

A highlight of the event was the
presence of five Inter-District Youth
Exchange students; they participated
wholeheartedly in the project, sing-
ing, dancing, playing games, develop-
ing bonds with the AIDS-afflicted and
drawing them out of their shells. They
also distributed chocolates to the chil-
dren.

Listening, concentrating, recollecting… Students take part in the
‘Antakshari’ competition organised for Interactors by the Rotaract Club of

H.R. College

And here are the winners. Interact Chairman Mehul Sampat presents awards
to two contestants. Mementoes were presented to all participants

They are the ones who are responsible. The organising committee set up by
the Rotaract Club of H.R. College to oversee the arrangements

Come on, let’s play some games. Rotaractors from H.R. College interact with
young residents of ‘Ashray’, a residential home for children afflicted by AIDS

Don’t let any situation, any condition keep you down. Stand up and fight.
The Rotaractors give a leg-up to some of the suffering children of the

shelter

Now that we’ve aroused interest, let’s play some games. An indoor game of
‘kho-kho’ in progress at the ‘Ashray’ home where 40 children are taken

care of
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Are you a satisfied consumer?
If you have any grievance/

complaint against any
company/firm for defective

products/services, lodge your
complaint with CFBP

We shall try to help you in
redressing your grievances

Contact for details:
Council For Fair Business

Practices

Great Western Building,
130/132, S.B. Road,
Mumbai - 400023.

Tel.: 2288 5249 / 2284 2590
Fax: 2284 4783

E-Mail: cfbp@mtnl.net.in

‘India is facing the same problem (of demand far exceeding
the supply of power) that the USA faced in 1945’

I am confident that with this Prime Minister and the leadership of Sonia Gandhi, we will be able to give better thrust
to the power sector, says Mr. Sushilkumar Shinde

(Continued from Page 2)
When he agreed to answer some

questions, Mudit Jain said that “open
access” was a good policy but some
States were not allowing inter-State
access. He wanted Mr. Shinde to “use
your office to browbeat them”.

Mr. Shinde agreed and said that he
had already threatened Karnataka
with action if necessary.

But Mudit persisted, pointing out
that even Tamil Nadu was not allow-
ing “open access”. He also wanted to
know whether the Power Minister
would split State Electricity Boards
(SEBs) for greater efficiency. They
received power at low rates from

Service
Above
Self

NTPC but charged very heavy rates
when they passed it on.

Mr. Shinde replied that it was the
task of the State Regulatory Com-
missions to work out the prices.

Jagdish Malkani wondered what
sources would be tapped for the next
50,000 mw of power. And what were
his thoughts on nuclear energy?

The Minister said that nuclear en-
ergy was another area that was being
explored. India had already signed a
civilian nuclear agreement with the
USA (in 2008) and nuclear plants
would soon be set up. Fuel arrange-
ments were also being made, but ev-
erything took time.

Pradeep Chinai pointed out that
most SEBs were losing money be-
cause of pilferage, (mis)management
and so on. Was anything being done
about them? Further, he asked
whether the Dabhol power plant
would ever start functioning.

Mr. Shinde said attempts were on
to restructure SEBs, to separate their
distribution, transmission and other
phases so that the problem areas
could be identified. He was all for
restructuring (he did not like the word
“unbundling”).

The restructuring in Maharashtra
had led to Bhiwandi being given over
to franchisees. Now the rates had

come down, thefts were prevented
and full electricity was supplied.

As for the Ratnagiri Power Project
(earlier called Dabhol), Mr. Shinde’s
response has been quoted at the be-
ginning of this report.

When Shyyamniwas Somani
spoke about solar power being an
expensive proposition, the Minister
said the government was collaborat-
ing with the US, Germany and other
countries for research co-operation
in this area.

Besides, attempts were also being
made to assess the potential and cost
ramifications of wind power, tidal
power and so on.

“India is now very progressive
on the power sector. The same
thing happened in the USA in 1945
when Roosevelt was President.
From 1945 to 1950, they did not
improve much. But from 1950 they
improved so much that today they
have 10 lakh megawatts.

“And India is facing the same situ-
ation today, whether you go to rural
areas or in the towns… But I am con-
fident that with this Prime Minister
and the leadership of Sonia Gandhi,
we will be able to give better thrust
to the power sector,” Mr. Shinde
added.

While Shailesh Haribhakti intro-
duced the guest speaker, the vote of
thanks was proposed by Nanik
Rupani.
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OFFICE-BEARERS 2009/10

PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary Treasurer Ishraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney

Arvind Agarwal
January 6

Dr. Suhas Shah
January 8

Hoshang Nazir
January 9

Nrip Raj Jain
January 10
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Spouses/Rotaryanns
Martina New

January 8
Vaidehi Dhoot

January 9
Vera Mehta
January 10

PP Dr. Adi Dastur
January 11

LATE NEWS
Vijay and Gauri Jatia are hosting

a Fellowship dinner for the entire
Club from 8 pm on Friday, January
22, 2010. The venue will be the
Podium Level of Belvedre Court,
Sane Guruji Marg, Mahalaxmi. The
Jatias have invited all members
along with their spouses.

A 10-year-old on the greens will
challenge even those above 70

Visiting
Rotarians

Bombay Cuffe Parade: PP
Darshana Doshi; Bombay East:
PDG Manibhai Doshi; Bombay
Harbour:  President Mahesh
Mathur; Bombay Mid-Town:
Naren Mohatta, Ashwin Shah;
North Branford (Connecti-
cut): Mukund Nori.

H istory will be made in more
ways than one when the third

annual golf tournament of the Rotary
Club of Bombay is held at the United
Services Club, Navy Nagar, on Sat-
urday, January 9, 2010.

Not only will this be the first oc-
casion when players will be vying
for the newly-instituted Biswas Golf
Trophy, there will be the added at-
traction of a tiny tot who will tee-off
along with the others.

As for spouses, the only one who
has confirmed so far, apart from Mr.
Rajan Dalal, is Rotaryann Brinda
Anand Shah.

Moy Biswas, who is organising
the event, has sent an email to all play-
ers, providing them with details of
the arrangements being made.

According to him, two groups of
players will tee off simultaneously
from two spots, the No. 1 Tee-Off
and the No. 10 Tee-Off. The first tee-
off will take place at 12 noon and the
last one by 12.30 pm. All competi-
tors will be able to tee-off comfort-
ably within the 30-minute window.

The first group of four 4 balls will
too off from the No. 1 Tee-Off and
the second group of three 4 balls from
No. 10 Tee-Off.

The match would be played as per
the Stableford format. No change of
ball would be allowed on the putting
green and the local club rules would
be followed. As mentioned earlier,
caddy fees and refreshments during
the tournament were being organised
at no expense to participants.

However, green fees would have
to be borne by individuals. The week-
end green fees at the US Club for
I.G.U. Members is Rs.750 and for
non-I.G.U. members, Rs. 1.100.
I.G.U. members would have to bring
their cards to the course.

Moy has also requested all partici-
pants to reach the Club by 11.30 am
so that a timely and orderly beginning
to the tournament could be assured.
Non-participants are requested to
inform him in advance on account
of security considerations.

He has urged participants to con-
vey their handicaps as soon as pos-
sible. His records have not been up-
dated since the second annual tour-
nament held last year.

Finally, Moy has invited all par-
ticipants and non-participants to his
residence for Fellowship and the prize
distribution ceremony. His address
is as follows: 802-A-Bakhtavar, Op-
posite Colaba Post Office, Mumbai
400005. He can be contacted on
9820051887 and at
moybiswas@hotmail.com.

Harry Singh Arora
elected to CCI

Executive Committee

Congratulations to PP Harry Singh
Arora who has been elected to

the Executive Committee of the
Cricket Club of India.

This little boy is just ten years old.
His name is Bhavya Jain and he is the
son of Mr. Mohit Jain (who is also
playing) and the grandson of Naresh
Kumar Jain (who is not a golfer).

Among the other players is the
veteran Dr. Devendra Saksena who,
at 70-plus, is no pushover. A regular
player, he is expected to give the rest
of the field a run for the trophy.

Others “sons” (though not so
young) who are expected to tee off
are Aditya Nirav Shah, Gautam
Arvind Agarwal, Abhiram Kastur
Sheth, Rishi (son of Rita and Mr.
Rajan Dalal) and Kush Anand Shah.

The newly-instituted Golf
Trophy, courtesy the family

of Moy Biswas


