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Forthcoming
meetings

December 15, 2009
Annual General Meeting of the

Rotary Club of Bombay.
This will be a closed-door meet-

ing begnning at 1 pm. Members are
requested not to invite guests.

December 22, 2009
A talk by Mr. Ajay Poddar on

“The impact of radiation on people
and how to overcome it”.

December 29, 2009
The Union Minister for Power,

Mr. Sushilkumar Shinde, to speak
on the power situation.

January 5, 2010
Honorary Rotarian Mr. Deepak

Parekh, Chairman of HDFC, to at-
tend the Club’s New Year party.

Rs. 5 lakh boost for
ADMC, Talwada

Prabhakar Deshpande has made
a corpus donation of Rs. 5

lakhs towards the Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre at Talwada.

Information about the donation
was received just as this issue of
The Gateway was going to the
press.

President Nandan has thanked
Prabhakar for his munificent do-
nation to the centre, which is popu-
larly known as ADMC, Talwada.

Lakshmi Mittal
to speak on

January 21, 2010
M r. Lakshmi N. Mittal, who is

variously described as “the
steel king of the world” and “the rich-
est Indian”, will address members of
the Rotary Club of Bombay on
Thursday, January 21, 2010.

Members are requested to note the
date – and also that the meeting of
Tuesday, January 19, 2010, has been
postponed to Thursday, January 21,
2010.

Other details of the programme are
being worked out and will be con-
veyed as soon as they are finalised.

Meanwhile, members can look for-
ward to their date with Mr. L.N.
Mittal.

FORE! With the trophy that the family of Moy Biswas has donated along with
a corpus of Rs. 5 lakhs to institute the annual golf tournament of the Rotary
Club of Bombay. Moy and Mrudula (right) after presenting it to President
Nandan Damani at the last meeting. Inscribed on the trophy are the words

‘The Rotary Club of Bombay Annual Golf Trophy’ and, on the reverse,
‘Instituted by the Biswas Family on 12th December, 2009’. The third annual

golf tournament of the Rotary Club of Bombay will be held at the United
Services Club on Saturday, January 9, 2010. See Page 3 for details

From finance to futurology –
this journey was clearly

‘written in her stars’
M s Sukanya Chabbra, who

spoke at the last meeting on
“The science of futurology”, has made
a fascinating journey “from finance
to futurology” – a journey that was
“written in her stars”.

After doing her MMS from the
well-known Jamnalal Bajaj Institute
of Management, she started working
as a professional and dabbled in busi-
ness. But today she is a consultant in
astrology, tarot card reading, feng-shui
and so on.

PP Vithal Palekar, who introduced
her, said that she had also been a
compere on All India Radio and
Doordarshan and excelled in classical
dance, music, art, photography, nurs-
ing and public speaking. Her inter-
ests made her a multifaceted,
multitalented personality.

True to his assessment, Ms Chab-
bra delivered an interesting talk and
made several points that challenged

the “progressive” aversion to astro-
logical and other predictions.

At the outset, Ms Chabbra asked
those who did not believe in predic-
tions to raise their hands. When she
saw a large number of hands raised,
she confessed that she, too, used to
be “a complete non-believer”. But a
few incidents made her turn into a
believer.

It happened soon after she took
up her first job in management. A
colleague who was an astrologer
walked up to congratulate her and to
tell her that she would be resigning in
a few days and that she would get
another job soon after that. She was
stunned and chose to ignore the pre-
diction.

But within two to three days she
had to resign due to family reasons;
and she got another job in just two to
three days (again as predicted). How-
ever, she looked at these develop-
ments as a coincidence.

After some months when her par-
ents started worrying about her mar-
riage, her astrologer friend told her
that she would have an inter-caste
marriage and that she would marry a
boy who would propose to her be-
tween the 10th and the 15th of the
following month .

Further, he asserted that the man
would propose to her between 1 and
4 in the afternoon!

She was amazed by the precision
inherent in these predictions. And true
enough, in the following month a male
friend from another community in-
vited her to lunch on the 13th and,
while they were having their meals,
between 2 and 2.30 in the afternoon,
he proposed to her.

“The astrologer’s words kept
echoing in my mind. This was too
much of a coincidence and I started
believing in the science of futur-
ology. I believe that there defi-
nitely is a science which can guide
us.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
“In fact, the renowned scientist

Varahamihir has said that ‘Astrology
is the only boat that helps a man sail
through the turbulent sea of life’.
Thus began a journey from finance
to futurology.”

Ms Chabbra divided her presenta-
tion into several parts. After her in-
troduction to the world of futurology,
she touched on Indian and Chinese
astrology, spoke on the practice of
feng-shui and other methods of pre-
dictions, and then gave some ex-
amples of how her clients and friends
had benefited from predictions.

As far as the Indian system of as-
trology was concerned, she said, it
dealt mainly with horoscopes which
depicted the exact position of the
planets at the time of a subject’s birth.

It dealt with almost all aspects of
human life – personality, physical
characteristics, family, parents, sib-
lings, spouse, children, finances,
houses, vehicles, academics, one’s
love life, work and even spiritualism
and death. Thus, most areas of hu-
man life were incorporated in the as-
trological analysis.

In China, astrology was called “the
four pillars of destiny” or zivedaushu.
But while Indian astrology dealt with
planets and constellations, Chinese
astrology dealt with “celestial ani-
mals” such as the dragon, the ox, the
rat, the snake, the rooster and so on.

These animals depicted an element
of nature and an analysis of these el-
ements gave the reply that was being
sought.

Feng-shui, on the other hand, was
the Chinese science of wind and wa-
ter, dealing with the balance of the
various elements of nature, such as
wood, fire, earth, metal and water.

“In feng-shui, we don’t promise
health, wealth and happiness;
what we promise is only harmony.
And health, wealth and happiness
are all by-products of harmony.”

Ms Chabbra said that of all the
schools of feng-shui, the most popu-
lar and effective one was the flying
stars method which took into account
the date of birth of the person own-
ing the place, the energy coming in,
the year of construction of the roof
and the year of renovation. The
kundali or horoscope of the house
was plotted with the help of these
details.

Next, the eight directions were
plotted along with the numbers, that
is, planets from 1 to 9. An analysis of
these numbers gave an insight into
the events happening in that place,
with reference to finance, liquidity,
health, organs likely to be affected,
accidents, relationships and so on.

After harmonising the elements,
the proper harmony of a place was
achieved and the desired results were
seen.

Ms Chabbra narrated the case of a
man who had a successful profes-
sional career abroad but came to In-
dia to start a big business in partner-
ship. But it was not taking off.

An astrological analysis showed
that he was not cut out to live in In-
dia. He would be better off if he lived

abroad. Further, he would do well in
a professional set-up and not in busi-
ness (and definitely not in partner-
ship).

It was difficult for the man to
change the scenario immediately. So
she decided to look at the feng-shui
of his office. After this helped to cre-
ate some harmony, the man’s busi-
ness improved but the problems per-
sisted. He returned for a consulta-
tion, this time to ask whether he could
expand.

The tarot cards said no, telling him
to wait as there was a change coming
up in six months’ time.

‘Feng-shui’ only promises harmony – which leads to
health, wealth and happiness, says Sukanya Chabbra

The man waited. A few months
later, his application for foreign resi-
dency came through and he decided
to move abroad. Getting rid of his
business was a loss-making proposi-
tion, but he succeeded in migrating.

Unfortunately, even after migrat-
ing he went into business – and fared
miserably.

When he returned for yet another
consultation, the tarot cards sug-
gested that he appear for an examina-
tion before looking for a job.

“A few months back, I heard
that he had cleared the exams
and had got a job in a govern-
ment organisation which was not
only highly remunerative but
also gave him a good status and
a comfortable life style to his
family.

“This was an inter-disciplin-
ary approach involving astrology,
feng-shui and tarot card reading
which had helped a man to find
the right direction in life.”

Ms Chabbra then turned to tarot
cards. Although known for centuries,
tarots had become extremely popu-
lar only now.

They not only helped understand
and analyse problems, but also an-
swered all kinds of questions dealing
with even minor issues such as how
to handle an angry boss, how to deal
with a jealous and competitive col-
league, how to tackle an arrogant and
stubborn child, issues regarding fam-
ily, spouse, work, investments and
so on.

One of the unique features of
tarot cards was their ability to
bring the subconscious to con-
scious levels and to make people
aware of their true inner being.
They also spoke of a person’s spiri-
tual journey at every level.

When the head of a large business
house in north India visited her for a
consultation about two and a half
years ago, the tarots suggested that
several problems were likely to crop
up and his business likely to decline;
therefore, it would be best if he di-
vided his business among his family
members.

The man returned dispirited
and did nothing. He died three
months later, his family started
feuding over shares and divisions
– and the business went in de-
cline.

In this case, although the tarot cards
could give him a direction, they could
not solve the problem.

(Continued on Page 6)
Telling it like it is. Ms Sukanya Chabbra reads the tarot cards to make some predictions for Sabira Merchant

at the last meeting

She did her MMS from the
Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of

Management and became a
professional. Today, Ms Sukanya

Chabbra is a consultant in
astrology, tarot card reading,

feng-shui and so on



At the last meeting
(Held on December 8, 2009)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting
Rotarians, Rotaryanns, guests and
others.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 143
Visiting Rotarians 4
Spouses/Rotaryanns 7
Total 154
Svc. box collection Rs. 5,250
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Arrangements are under way for
the third annual golf tournament

of the Rotary Club of Bombay to
be held at the United Services Club
on Saturday, January 9, 2010.

From this year, those teeing off on
the greens will vie for the spar-
kling new rolling trophy instituted
by the family of Moy Biswas,
who has been the driving force be-
hind the golf tournaments being
organised by the Club since the
first event of January, 2008.

When the Biswases, Moy and
Mrudula, presented the trophy to
President Nandan Damani at the
last meeting, quite a few gasps
went up in the air. The workman-
ship and the artistry of the sculp-
tor were truly breathtaking.

Moy, who celebrated his birthday on
December 12, made another sig-
nificant contribution – that of a
corpus donation of Rs. 5 lakhs to
institutionalise the tournament and
the trophy.

Welcome to the fraternity. PP Kalpana Munshi and Tarjani Vakil (first picture) snapped with Mr. Ratankar Desai.
In the second picture, Mr. Desai’s bride, Roda Billimoria, is greeted by friends, including Dr. Soli Javeri and

Dr. Percy Chibber

Congratulations
to Roda

President Nandan Damani con-
gratulated Director Roda Billi-

moria at the last meeting on her mar-
riage to Mr. Ratankar Desai.

He wished the newly-wedded
couple a happy married life and
welcomed Mr. Desai to the frater-
nity of Rotary.

A TROPHY FROM MOY BISWAS
Thanking him, President Nandan said

that Moy had taken great pains to
obtain the brilliant trophy from
Singapore.

Members (and their families and
friends) interested in keeping the
trophy on their personal display
tables (if they win the tournament),
have been requested to register their
names with Moy as soon as pos-
sible because the United Services
Club has allotted a limited number
of slots for tee-off. Thus, those
delaying sending their entries could
find themselves scratched.

With this, the third edition of the an-
nual golf tournament of the Ro-
tary Club of Bombay returns to
its original place of birth, the
United Services Club, where it was
held in January, 2008. In January,
2009, it was held at Willingdon
Sports Club.

To refresh readers’ memory, the
first tournament was won by
S.K. Mitra and the second by
Anil Goyel. Who is it going to
be this year? Why not tee off
and find out? Or just join the
non-playing cheerleaders?

Moy can be contacted at
moybiswas@hotmail.com.

Visit to Vocational
Training and Night

Study Centres

Jacob Abraham, who is the Chair-
man of the Vocational Training and

Night Study Centres, has arranged a
visit for Club members to some of
these project sites on the evening of
Thursday, December 17.

Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni
announced at the last meeting that
the visit would start at 5.30 pm from
the YMCA at Bombay Central and
make its way to the Vocational Cen-
tre at Agripada.

After a short break for tea at 7 pm,
the members will proceed to the Night
Study Centre at Kalachowki.

President Nandan Damani has also
urged members (especially newcom-
ers) to make it a point to make this
trip so that they can get first-hand
information about this silent project
that has been going on in association
with the YMCA for nearly three de-
cades.

Sitaram Shah
working on Yoga

directory
Sitaram Shah, who is District 3140

Chairman for Yoga and Health, has
started working on a project to com-
pile a directory of institutions pro-
moting and practising the culture of
Yoga in the District (Bombay and
Greater Bombay).

Working in concert with (Dr.)
Shekhar Suradkar, District Chairman
for Service Projects (Medical I), he is
writing to all Clubs requesting them
to share information about institu-
tions promoting and practising Yoga.

The project is being executed by
the District in partnership with the
Kaivalyadhama Institute at Lonavala,
the Times Foundation and the Yoga
Association of India.

Members with information to
share may contact Sitaram at one of
the following emails:
yogamumbai@gmail.com or
chairman@indiandiecasting.com.

Rotary Club of
Bombay

to meet in
Singapore on
January 26

As already reported, the Club is
planning a Fellowship trip to

Singapore in January – when the
Rotary Club of Bombay will make
an official visit far from the shores
of the city, to the Rotary Club of
Singapore Raffles City.

As India celebrates its Republic Day
on Tuesday, January 26, 2010,
there will be no regular meeting in
Bombay on that day.

Hon. Secretary Shivkumar Israni re-
quested members at the last meet-
ing to register their names as early
as possible to enable ticketing and
hotel booking arrangements.

The proposed Fellowship, between
January 24 and 27, 2010, would
give the Club an opportunity to
share information about its
projects and service activities with
the Rotary Club of Singapore
Raffles City.

Birthday donations

President Nandan Damani thanked
the members who had made gen-

erous birthday donations in the week
gone by.

Trilochan Sahney had contributed
a sum of Rs. 10,000, PP Vikram
Kamdar had given Rs. 5,001 and
Ashok Dalal Rs. 2,000.



December 15 to December 21, 2009 THE GATEWAY, The Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Bombay Page 4

A presentation on “Lessons from
the great depression and sub-

prime crisis: The need for micro-fi-
nancial regulations” won the top
honours, including the rolling trophy
and a cash award of Rs. 25,000, for
the S.P. Jain Institute of Management
and Research, Bombay, at the second
annual Mega Ace Consultancy-Ro-
tary Rolling Trophy Competition for
Management Studies.

Represented by Kinnera B., Divya
Gupta and Rajat Chandra, the team
was declared the winner of the event
held in the Kilachand Conference Hall
of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber,
Churchgate, on November 21.

Designed, directed and organised by
Poonam Kumar, Chairperson of Mega
Ace Consultancy and of the Club’s
Management Education Committee,
the contest, “Next Generation Busi-
ness Leaders: Annual Rolling Trophy
Competition”, was launched in 2008
with the support of the Club.

The competition aims to provide
exposure and to enhance the skills of
management students, providing them
with practical and theoretical knowl-
edge and experience of business think-
ing and processes. It aims at instilling
confidence among students to face
modern-day corporate realities and
decision-making processes.

It received overwhelming response
from B-schools in the Bombay and
Pune region. Four teams were short-
listed for this year’s event.

The second prize (a certificate and
cash award of Rs 15,000) went to
Welingkar Institute of Management,
Bombay, represented by Prakruti
Shah, Mayank Kumar and Jasleen
Parmar. They made a presentation on
“Standards in public infrastructure
development: Lessons from China”.

This contest is the best for the business schools in Bombay, says Suresh
Lulla, who served on the jury at the second Mega Ace Consultancy-Rotary

Rolling Trophy contest

Lighting the lamp of knowledge. Poonam Kumar, Chairperson for
Management Education, with (from right) President-Elect Pradeep Saxena

and President Nandan Damani

And these are the winners. Nandan and Poonam with the team from the S.P.
Jain Institute of Management and Research, Rajat Chandra, Kinnera B.

and Divya Gupta

The winners again, this time with the full jury. From left: Suresh, Pradeep,
the winners, Poonam, Tarjani, Mr. Laxmesh Hasanabadi, Nandan and PP

Dr. Rumi Jehangir

S.P. Jain wins second Mega
Ace Consultancy-Rotary

Rolling Trophy
Narsee Monjee Institute of Man-

agement Studies, Bombay, stood third
(and will be awarded a certificate and
a cash award of Rs 10,000). It was
represented by Pallav Garg, Syed
Lutfi Ali and Viraj Bagadia who made
a presentation on “Nuclear power
generation in India: Potential and op-
portunities, risks and pitfalls”.

As a token of appreciation for the
hard work put in by the Indira Insti-
tute of Management, Pune, Poonam
announced a special prize consisting
of a certificate and a cash award of Rs
6,000. This institute was represented
by Ashish Bodhaie, Kalpesh Shimpi
and Viren Vira and also made a pre-
sentation on “Nuclear power genera-
tion in India: Potential and opportu-
nities, risks and pitfalls”.

The jury that judged the competi-
tion comprised President Nandan
Damani, President-Elect Pradeep
Saxena, PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir, Suresh
Lulla, Tarjani Vakil, Poonam Kumar
and Mr. Laxmesh Hasanabadi, head
of global marketing for the aerospace
business of L&T’s heavy engineer-
ing division.

Every team was given a maximum
of 30 minutes, followed by ten min-
utes for questions raised by the jury
and the audience. The presentations
were rated on a scale of 1 to 10, with 10
being the highest. The following pa-
rameters were considered for scoring:

(1) The perceivable ability of the
participants to grasp the subject;

(2) The content and conceptual
approach of the presentation and the
conviction to take a position;

(3) Team work;
(4) Language and presentation

skills; and
(5) Any other aspects considered

important and unique by the judges.

Proposing the vote of thanks. Poonam Kumar winds up the proceedings of
the second Mega Ace Consultancy-Rotary Rolling Trophy competition held

at the Indian Merchants’  Chamber
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T he Fellowship Committee
organised its ambitious “Merry

Go Round” treasure hunt on Sunday,
December 6, with a large number of
cars – all of them full of enthusiastic
participants – entering the fray.

From seasoned hands like Subhash
Sagar to comparative newcomers like
Manish Reshamwala, Kirit Kamdar
and Ashwin Thakkar, they came with
family and friends early that Sunday
morning with their thinking caps on.

The treasure hunt began from
Breach Candy, taking the cars through
the streets of South Bombay, from
Worli to Navy Nagar, with the most
innovative clues. To make the event
even more interesting, a set of addi-
tional “scavenger” items was added to
every clue. This made the hunt really
different.

Mr. Amin, a friend of Kirit Kamdar,
said he had participated in many trea-
sure hunts but never had he been “kept
on my toes with the clues and scaven-
ger items like today”.

While the clues took the partici-
pants to places like the common statue
at Worli Seaface and to the Afghan
Church at Navy Nagar, the unique
“scavenger items” included such in-
novative things as collecting a fistful
of sand, taking photos of the travel
team at the Oval Maidan and so on.

The young participants in the cars
had the most fun, running to get their
clues stamped, solving the clues, de-
signing the most effective route and
collecting the “scavenger items”.

By the time the treasure hunt ended,
the participating cars had reached Cop-
per Chimney at Worli where a sump-
tuous lunch awaited them. It was spon-
sored by generous donors Alok
Sekhsaria, Ramesh Narayan, PP Nalin
Parikh, Fali Mehta and Kirit Kamdar.

The “Merry Go Round” treasure
hunt was won by a narrow margin by
the Reshamwala team which was well
assisted by Mehul Sampat who man-
aged to solve all the clues and collect
all the “scavenger items”. In second
place was the Kirit Kamdar team, as-
sisted by Mr. Amin.

A special prize for the best deco-
rated licence plate was won by Damini
Kirit Kamdar, closely followed by
Dhvanika Ashwin Thakkar. All the
participants were given mementoes.

The Fellowship Committee has
especially thanked First Lady Shree-
lekha, Rachna Agarwal, Vandana Daga
and Devina and Nirav Shah (who was
going abroad but helped until the last
hour), Alok Sekhsaria and Mrs. Renu
Kacholia. Not only did this team con-
duct more than four dry runs to en-
sure smooth sailing, it also designed
the innovative clues and the unique
“scavenger items”.

THE M&M TEAM (MEHUL  & MANISH) WINS THE
‘MERRY GO ROUND’ TREASURE HUNT

All set to get going. Participants outside the starting point for the ‘Merry Go Round’ treasure hunt on December 6.
Among those who can be spotted here are Mehul Sampat, Nowroze Vazifdar, Rakhee Reshamwala, President

Nandan, IPP Ashish Vaid, Fellowship Chairman Madhusudan Daga, Manish Reshamwala, Paul George, Niloufer
Vazifdar, Mr. Amin and Damini and Kirit Kamdar

The treasure hunt involved a lot of fun and games. And the participants had a boisterous time as they went about
deciphering clues and rushing off to the next spot to grab the ‘scavenger items’. Not only did Subhash and Rita

Sagar have the time of their lives, even Anand Dalal and Ashwin and Dhvanika Thakkar (in the second picture)
were excited by the proceedings

It all ended at the Copper Chimney Restaurant at Worli, where a sumptuous lunch awaited all the participants.
It was also the spot where the prizes were given away. The first picture shows some of the participants taking a

long, hard look at the entries submitted for the best number plate event. And finally, it’s time to crown the winners –
Manish and Rakhee Reshamwala, along with Mehul Sampat
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(Continued from Page 2)
From this, Ms Chabbra said, arose

the question, “If futurology is so im-
portant and plays a key role in our
life, does it govern our life completely?
The answer is no, futurology only
speaks of probabilities which may
become events if no action is taken
either way”.

Further, if futurology was so im-
portant and effective, then what hap-
pened to one’s karma? One’s efforts?
Were they meaningless?

“What futurology gives are a few
guidelines, limitations within which
you can perform. It is like a weaver’s
frame that is given to you with threads
hanging from it; it is up to you to
weave a cloth, whether plain,
chequered, designed or even distorted.

“It is up to you to make the pic-
ture as beautiful as you want, but
within the framework of the given
limitations.”

Ms Chabbra also referred to scep-
tics who said that they had every-
thing that they wanted, that they were
comfortable and had no complaints
in life.

But even the most settled and
comfortable people in the world
were often wracked by doubts
about their future, about retire-
ment, post-retirement blues, mi-
gration, children’s marriage and
so on. Futurology had an answer
to all such questions.

Finding the right person to con-
sult was another challenge in a city
teeming with futurologists. But it was
best to go by references provided by
family and friends and to find out
more about the education, experience
and knowledge of the consultant.

As for the consultant, he/she had
to be intuitive, possess a good, ana-
lytical mind and, above all, be a good
counsellor.

Of all these qualities, intuition was
the most important skill.

“Man’s desire to know the future
has been there for centuries. The film
2012 speaks of the Mayan calendar
and the world ending in 2012.
Nostradamus’s theory, the Nadi-
shastra and so on have always in-
trigued man because they concern the
future.

“We have academicians looking
at aptitude tests of children, stock
brokers looking at technical analy-
ses of shares, doctors looking at
medical reports, businessmen look-
ing at economic forecasts. All this
in order to get a glimpse of the fu-
ture so that there is better planning
for a better quality of life. After all,
the basic purpose of every human
activity is a better life tomorrow.
That is where futurology comes into
play.

“From the roadside card-pull-
ing parrots to tarot cards, angel
cards, even futuristic time ma-
chines, all these are man’s efforts
at getting a glimpse of tomor-
row… Let us accept that mystical
sciences or futurology are a beau-
tiful, universal gift to mankind
to live with greater enthusiasm
and to think with greater aware-
ness. Let us welcome the bless-
ings of the universe to guide us,
to protect us and to take us from
darkness to light, from untruth
to truth and from death to eter-
nal life,” Ms Chabbra added.

Answering questions, she told
Rotaractor Nihareika Chawla that
whether or not to believe a reading
depended on the consultant one vis-
ited. But it was necessary to have
faith in the consultant. “It’s only when
you go with faith that the reading is
going to be correct.”

One of the “rules” in futurology
was to avoid asking the same ques-
tion to several futurologists. It was
best to ask a question only once in
six months because “the more you
ask, the more confused you are going
to be. So better not ask the same ques-
tion, unless it is an emergency”.

Ms Chabbra then made a
personalised tarot card reading for
Sabira Merchant who, President
Nandan Damani noted, was among
the first to raise her hand when the
speaker (at the outset) asked those
who did not believe in predictions to
do so. Sabira said at the end of the
brief session that she was satisfied
with the “reading”.

The vote of thanks was proposed
by Programme Chairman Nanik
Rupani.

‘The mystical sciences, futurology are a beautiful gift to mankind to live
with greater enthusiasm and to think with greater awareness’



ADVERTISEMENT  OF

BLUE CROSS LABORATORIES

– TO BE USED EVERY WEEK AT THIS PLACE FOR

THE REST OF THE YEAR

December 15 to December 21, 2009 THE GATEWAY, The Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Bombay Page 7

French Rotarians raised about
a million dollars for brain re-

search through a premiere of
the Disney movie A Christmas
Carol on November 17 in 350
theatres across France.

Espoir en tête, an effort of Rotary
International Districts in Zone
11, is now in its fourth year,
having raised more than $5 mil-
lion since its inception in 2005
as a centennial project.

“In Zone 11, we have more than
three million patients who are
victims of Alzheimer’s, multiple
sclerosis, Parkinson’s, strokes
and so on,” says R.I. Director
Catherine Noyer-Riveau, ex-
plaining the decision by the
Zone’s 2004-2005 District Gov-
ernors to select brain disease
research as the project benefi-
ciary.

“Brain diseases are sadly a part
of our daily lives and touch
everyone regardless of age, the
region where they live, or so-
cial and cultural background.”

Tickets to the premiere were sold
for about $22, with $12 going
to the Fédération pour la Re-
cherche sur le Cerveau (Brain
Research Federation).

Since launching the fundraiser in
2005, the project’s board of di-
rectors has worked with four
movie distributors, Pathé
Cinéma, Wild Bunch, Warner
Bros. and Disney Pictures. The
first event attracted 70,500
movie-goers, raised more than
$1 million and generated more
than 700 news articles on Ro-
tary in the French media.

The project’s success has en-
sured its sustainability, one of
three initial criteria the District
Governors used in order to se-
lect a fundraiser. The effort also
had to relate to an Avenue of
Service and include a public re-
lations component.

With the help of a PR Grant from
Rotary International, the Dis-
tricts produced a seven-minute
video about Rotary which was

Movie premieres help raise millions
for brain research in France

shown before the movie. “With
Espoir en tête, we communicate
about Rotary, we take part in a
great public health initiative that
is among the government’s pri-
orities and we fund this project
by collecting money from
movie-goers – non-Rotarians,
for the most part,” Catherine
Noyer-Riveau said.

Rotarians in France raised
about a million dollars for
brain research through a

premiere of the Disney movie
A Christmas Carol on

November 17 in 350 theatres
across the country

DID YOU KNOW?
From the Global Warming/(District Thrust) Green Vision Committee:

Chairman Jagdish Malkani
Contributed by Kiran Nanda

(I) According to Dr. R.K.
Pachauri at Copenhagen:

Climate change, in the absence of
mitigation policies, would in all like-
lihood lead to:

1. Possible disappearance of sea
ice by the latter part of the 21st cen-
tury;

2. Increase in the frequency of hot
extremes, heat waves and heavy pre-
cipitation;

3. Increase in tropical cyclone in-
tensity;

4. Decrease in water resources due
to climate change in many semi-arid
areas, such as the Mediterranean Ba-
sin, western United States, southern
Africa and north-eastern Brazil;

5. Possible elimination of the
Greenland ice sheet and a resulting
contribution to sea level rise of about
7 metres;

6. Approximately 20 to 30% of
species assessed would be at in-
creased risk of extinction if increases
in global average warming exceed 1.5
to 2.5 degrees C;

7. Climate change will exacerbate
current stresses on water resources
from population growth and eco-
nomic and land use change, including
urbanisation.

(II) Indians are more worried
than Chinese and Americans
about climate change:

a. Just before world leaders as-
sembled in Copenhagen to discuss cli-
mate change, a new global survey
showed sharp differences among
people in different countries about
global warming;

b. Throwing up an interesting con-
trast in the world’s two fastest-grow-
ing nations, China and India, the Glo-
bal Attitudes Survey by the respected
Pew Research Center shows that 67%
Indians are worried about global warm-
ing as against just 30% Chinese;

c. The survey shows that there is
a lot less concern about climate change
in the three major polluters the US,
Russia and China than in other lead-
ing nations;

d. Compared to 90% in Brazil,
68% in France, 67% in India, 65% in
Japan, 61% in Spain and 60% in Ger-
many, only 44% in the US and Rus-
sia say they are concerned about cli-
mate change. At 30%, the Chinese
are least concerned about climate
change, says the survey;

e. In fact, in India, China and Bra-
zil, which have enjoyed strong eco-
nomic growth in recent years, eight
in ten people favour giving priority
to the environment over rapid eco-
nomic expansion. People in these
countries are willing to make sacri-
fices such as having to pay higher
prices to protect the environment.
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PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary Treasurer Ishraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney

Anand Dalal
December 17

Aliakbar Merchant
December 17

Shailesh Patkar
December 18

Harkin Chatlani
December 19
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Spouses/Rotaryanns
Vasudha Alimchandani

December 16
Heena Sheth
December 17

Meenakshi Mathew
December 18

Sheila Kripalani
December 20

Service
Above

Self

He Profits
Most Who
Serves Best

Register now for
the District

Conference on
February 6 and 7

Registrations for the forthcoming
Rotary International District

3140 Conference, to be held at the
Renaissance Hotel in Powai on Feb-
ruary 6 and 7, 2010, are going on apace
and members are requested to con-
tact the Club Secretariat to fill the
requisite forms.

While the registration charges are
Rs. 5,500 for an individual Rotarian,
a Rotarian couple would have to pay
Rs. 9,000 only. Non-Rotarian
couples would be registered against a
payment of Rs. 11,000.

Hotel Renaissance is offering a dis-
counted stay for one night at a rate of
Rs. 17,500. A two-night stay will cost
Rs. 25,500.

Being hosted by the District
Governor’s Club, viz., the Rotary
Club of Deonar, it is poised to be an
outstanding event. And the hosts are
making every effort to make it a grand
success.

District Governor Raju Subra-
manian has appealed to members of
the Club, which is called the leading
Club of the District, to register in large
numbers for the Conference.

Club to participate
in Mumbai
Marathon

‘Dream Run’
For the first time, the Rotary Club

of Bombay will participate in the
next edition of the increasingly popu-
lar Mumbai Marathon which is held
in January every year and which is
now rated among the world’s top ten
long-distance events.

Registered as an NGO by the
organisers, the Club will be allotted
25 exclusive chest numbers for the
participants that it nominates to the
“Dream Run” (about six km.) sec-
tion of the marathon which will be
held on January 17, 2010.

While Club members will have to
raise Rs. 6,000 to enjoy these exclu-
sive numbers (which will come with
special Rotary Club of Bombay T-
shirts), non-members will be obliged
to raise at least Rs. 30,000 each in
order to sport these numbers.

The funds collected will go to the
Trust and will finance the various ser-
vice activities of the Club.

For further details and registration,
members may contact Mr. Eruch
Irani at the Rotary Secretariat, PP Dr.
Rumi Jehangir, Madhusudan Daga or
Alok Sekhsaria.

That's the only way to do it. PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani shares information with
Chetan Shukla


