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Forthcoming
meetings

November 17, 2009
Dr. R. Chidambaram, Principal

Scientific Adviser to the government
of India, to address the subject,
“Nuclear energy and climate
change”.

November 24, 2009
Dr. Gopal Krishna Pillai to ad-

dress the Club on “How woman can
empower man”.

She came to receive an honour, but
she left after sowing seeds of

doubt about one of India’s biggest de-
mographic advantages, viz., its
“young” population.

India, she said, is fast becoming an
“old” country – with the fastest-grow-
ing segment of the population being
those in the 80-plus bracket (“we are
91 million people already”).

Here are some more nuggets that
Dr. Sheilu “Dignity” Srinivasan, an
acknowledged champion of the aged
and the elderly, left behind at the last
meeting of the Club:
|||||  For the first time in human his-
tory, the number of the old will
overtake the number of the young
by the year 2050; (in developed
countries, the reversal started tak-
ing place from 1998 onwards);
|||||  There are 630 million people
in the world today who are 60-plus
– this number will grow to 2 bil-
lion by 2050; (54% of these per-
sons live in Asia and 11% of the
54% in India);
|||||      According to the latest avail-
able statistics, once an Indian
reaches the age of 55 years, his/
her life expectancy becomes 77;
|||||  In many parts of the world,
those aged 50 and above are said
to belong to the ageing group; for
ten years after that, these persons
are helped to make preparations
for facing old age;
|||||  Bismarck, the German Chan-
cellor, intr oduced the concept of
retirement at the age of 58; over a
century and a half later, 58 is still
treated as the “benchmark”;
|||||  In India, the Ministry of Jus-
tice and Social Empowerment says

India is hardly a ‘young country’ – actually, it’s fast becoming
an ‘old country’, claims Dr. Sheilu ‘Dignity’ Srinivasan

A champion, indeed. Dr. Sheilu Srinivasan, one of the leading members of the small band of people working for the
aged and the elderly, was presented the Club’s ‘Social Service Award’ at the last meeting. She is seen here with the
silver salver and the Citation that were presented to her by President Nandan Damani. Next to him (and to his left)

are Rotary and Public Awards Committee Chairman Nelum Gidwani and Hon. Joint Secretary Nirav Shah
its benchmark is 60; but the Fi-
nance Ministry insists on 65;
(“but ask a politician and he will
say, why should I retire at all?”);
|||||  The American Association of
Retired Persons, which has 40
million members, sends a birth-
day card to people on their 50th
bir thday, saying “Welcome to the
world of senior citizens”.

These were some of the comments
made by Dr. Sheilu Srinivasan while
speaking at the last meeting after re-
ceiving the Rotary Club of Bombay’s
“Public Award for Social Service”.

Introduced by Rotary and Public
Awards Committee Chairman Nelum
Gidwani as a feisty fighter for the
rights of the elderly, she received the
award from President Nandan
Damani amidst prolonged applause.
(See also Page 2)

Dr. Srinivasan recalled that when
the Prime Minister was in Bombay
to canvas votes for the Parliamen-
tary elections, she had heard (Dr.)
Indu Shahani ask, “Sir, we are a very
young country; what plans do your
candidates have for them?”

She was surprised to hear this be-
cause India was fast becoming an old
country. The fastest-growing segment
of the population was the 80-plus
group (“and we are 91 million people
already”).

Yet not a single candidate, with the
sole exception of Mr. Milind Deora
(the present MP), had talked about
senior citizens in the course of his
campaign.

Dr. Srinivasan said that ageing was
easily the “underdog among all causes”
in India. There was such meagre
awareness about it that whenever she

said that she was working for the eld-
erly, the first question she was asked
was, “Where is the home?”

This showed that to most people
“working for the elderly” meant little
other than building a home for the
aged.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
“Neither the politicians, nor the

bureaucrats or the government has
any clue about the huge ramifications
(of all that is) going to happen very
soon in our country. There is no think-
tank. There is a policy, all right (of
1999), but no State is implementing
that policy and nothing is being done.

“The UN has already labelled
us as an ‘ageing country’ because
in its terminology any country
where the population of 60-plus is
above 7% (India has 8% of its popu-
lation above 60 years) is tagged as
an ageing country.

“Just look at the statistics. France
took 115 years for its ‘old’ popula-
tion to grow from 7% to 17%. In
China, the same process (from 7% to
17% ‘old’) took only 27 years… And
India is going to take just 23 years to
go from 8% to 20% (of its popula-
tion being above the age of 60).”

Dr. Srinivasan said it was sad that
no one was bothered about the myriad
problems that the elderly encountered
in their day-to-day lives.

Their biggest problem was loneli-
ness. A survey conducted by Dig-
nity two years ago showed that the
most vital issue before seniors was
their children – their children had ei-
ther gone away, or had no time for

them, did not care for them or even
abused them.

For the first time ever, elderly peo-
ple now had to support themselves
not only economically, but also so-
cially and psychologically. All this
was in spite of the fact that they had
never received any training in facing
such challenges.

Most people had only learnt how
to tackle two of the three stages of
life: childhood and youth; and then
adulthood which required them to be-
come breadwinners. But for the last
one-third section of life (of 25 to 30
years), when a person became “an old
man” or “an old woman”, there was
absolutely no training or preparation.

Sadly, even ancient myths only
went to solidify a negative imagery
of old age. For example, the Egyptian
Sphinx halted all passers-by to ask
what was it that started from four,
went on to two and finally to three.
Those who could not answer were
beheaded.

Finally, it was the philosopher
Pluto who answered that it was man
– who first crawled on all fours, then
walked on two legs and took a walk-
ing stick as he aged. Even the media
was encouraging such stereotypes.

Dr. Srinivasan said she was look-
ing for “champions” for the cause of

older people who possessed quali-
ties that were coveted by most
people. They had:

(1) Wisdom: This was the sole
prerogative of older persons. Neither
a teenager nor someone aged between
20 and 30 years could match their
wisdom;

(2) Strategy: Clearly, the experi-
ence of older persons was unmatched;

(3) Sagacity: Once again, it was
years of experience that honed their
sagacity; and

(4) Prudence: Yet another out-
standing quality of the elderly.

Although these were qualities to
proud of, elders were often heard
saying that they were “84-years-
young”, or “70-years-young”. Why
were they forced to describe them-
selves as “young”? There was no jus-
tification for any one to want to re-
main young – “it’s like living the af-
ternoon of life by the chart of the
morning”. That would never work.

“What we really require are
champions – champions for the
old, champions for the phenom-
enon of ageing that is catching up
everywhere in the world, appre-
ciation of their value, their utility
and their usefulness.”

Dr. Srinivasan, who said she was
moved by the honour bestowed upon

her by one of the best and oldest
Rotary Clubs in India, repeated her
call for champions for the cause and
suggested that the Club took up just
five projects for the elderly in 2010:

ONE: Sponsor a dispensary or a
dental clinic for the old:

Aware that the Club withdrew
support after some years of initiat-
ing a project, she recommended the
adoption of a business model that
would allow the dispensary/clinic to
remain self-sustaining in perpetuity.

When faced with a similar prob-
lem at the time of founding Dignity
Foundation, one Mr. Nachiket of
ICICI had helped her evolve a self-
sustaining foundation that was not
susceptible to the receipt (or the non-
receipt) of donations.

The “Profit & Loss” account in
the balance sheet of such an endeav-
our would be very different. It would
have to compute the value of human
capital, the impact on the beneficia-
ries, the “value of rescuing abused
elders” and so on.

For example, Mr. Merchant, an
NRI senior citizen thrown out of his
house by his daughter, had to sleep
in the corridor of the Dignity office.
It took months to find him a place at
a home for the aged.

(Continued on Page 6)

‘The most important issue before seniors is children
– they have either gone away, or have no time for them,

do not care for them or even abuse them’

The Citation and what it says…
The Rotary Club of Bombay is proud to present the Social

Service Award to Dr. (Mrs.) Sheilu Srinivasan –
For immersing herself in the world of senior citizens and striving

to productively utilise their experience and maturity;
For displaying rare sensitivity in looking into every aspect of

their lives and structuring a slew of initiatives for them;
For caring for their security and fragile health and filling their

time with constructive activities;
For planning and setting up a model lifestyle township as well

as homes for the disadvantaged poor elderly;
For helping set up an institute of empowered and productive

ageing and building a social support system in six cities;
For letting them learn to live with dignity; and

For teaching society to give back something to those who
enriched our world and made us what we are.

Nandan Damani
President

Rotary Club of Bombay, 2009-10
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At the last meeting
(Held on November 10, 2009)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting
Rotarians, Rotaryanns, guests and
others.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 119
Visiting Rotarians 2
Spouses/Rotaryanns 5
Total 126
Svc. box collection Rs. 5,310

It was a truly delightful talk. Kekoo Gandhy (in the first picture) and Dolly Thakore (second photo) interact with Dr. Sheilu Srinivasan at the conclusion of
the last meeting, when she was presented the Club’s Public Award for ‘Social Service’

Spot the doctor with a difference
From left in this file photograph are Dr. Ameet Pispati, PP Dr. Rumi

Jehangir, Prof. Charles Plotz, one of the world’s leading rheumatologists
who addressed the Club in December, 2007, Dr. R.D. Lele and

Dr. Vikram Lele

Dr. R.D. Lele has been honoured with the Eighth Homi Bhabha Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Indian Nuclear Society which will be conferred

on him at a function in January, 2010

Notice inviting
nominations

Joint Hon. Secretary Nirav re-
minded members at the last meet-

ing that the last date for the receipt of
nominations for the various positions
of Office-Bearers and Directors for
Rotary years 2010-2011 and 2010-
2012, respectively, was Friday, No-
vember 27, 2009.

Reminding members that the no-
tice inviting nominations had already
been sent to them, he said that all
those who were keen on serving the
Club were welcome to send their ap-
plications in the required form and
format. The Annual General Meet-
ing of the Club would be held on Tues-
day, December, 15.

Dr. R.D. Lele
honoured on

Bhabha centenary

I t was a truly amazing coincidence.
On October 30, the 100th anni-

versary of the legendary Dr. Homi
Bhabha, the father of India’s nuclear
programme, Dr. R.D. Lele, who is an
expert in nuclear medicine, received a
communication from the Indian
Nuclear Society (INS).

The letter said that he had been
chosen for the “Eighth Homi Bhabha
Lifetime Achievement Award” for
2008 in recognition of his “outstand-
ing achievements and excellence in
areas related to Nuclear Science and
Technology”.

According to the INS President,
Prof. P. Rama Rao, it was proposed
to confer the prestigious award on
Dr. Lele at a function in Chennai on
January 4, 2010. It would carry a cash
prize of Rs. 1 lakh and a Citation.

Congratulations to Dr. Lele on this
signal achievement.

Register now for
Conference

Registrations for the forthcoming
Rotary International District

3140 Conference, to be held at the
Renaissance Hotel in Powai on Feb-
ruary 6 and 7, 2010, are going on apace
and members are requested to con-
tact the Club Secretariat to fill the
requisite forms.

While the registration charges are
Rs. 5,500 for an individual Rotarian,
a Rotarian couple would have to pay
Rs. 9,000 only. Non-Rotarian coup-
les would be registered against a pay-
ment of Rs. 11,000.

Hotel Renaissance is offering a dis-
counted stay for one night at a rate of
Rs. 17,500. A two-night stay will cost
Rs. 25,500.

Being hosted by the District Gov-
ernor’s Club, viz., the Rotary Club
of Deonar, it is poised to be an out-
standing event. And the hosts are
making every effort to make it a grand
success.

District Governor Raju Subra-
manian has appealed to all members
of the Club to register in large num-
bers for the Conference.

Donations received

A donation of Rs. 50,000 has been
received through the good of-

fices of Shekhar Bajaj for the execu-
tion of various projects of the Ro-
tary Club of Bombay Trust.

Sharing this information with
members at the last meeting, Presi-
dent Nandan also thanked PP Mahen-
dra Sanghi and Rajas Doshi for re-
leasing advertisements for publication
in The Gateway.

Birthday donations

Aditya Somani has made a birth-
day donation of Rs. 11,000.

President Nandan Damani, who
announced this at the last meeting,
said that Bipin Kapadia had also sent
a cheque for Rs. 6,500 on the occa-
sion of his birthday. He thanked both
members for their generosity.

Temple visit for
senior citizens

The Committee for Senior Citi-
zens, which has Naresh Kumar

Jain as Chairman, has arranged a
temple visit for senior citizens on
Thursday, November 19.

Members of the Club are also wel-
come to join the elders as they visit
the city’s two popular landmarks, the
Siddhivinayak and Mahalaxmi
temples.

The trip will start at 11 am from
the front gate of Siddhivinayak temple,
opposite the Prabhadevi petrol pump.

Mr. Narayan Sawant, the Club so-
cial worker, is making the arrange-
ments for the trip.
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Party time for the ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ boys and girls

The Education for All Committee arranged a Diwali party for ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ children at Dr. Ambedkar School on October 26.
Chairman Alok Sekhsaria (first picture), Hon. Joint Secretary Nirav Shah (third photo) and his spouse Devina (centre) were present at

the event, encouraging the children. With them was Ms Silloo Chinigar of Davar’s College (she is seen with Devina in the centre)

Most of the children came in traditional attire and welcomed the guests and judges with flowers. Among those who attended the function
were Rotaryanns Rashna Cooper and Nandita Patodia, apart from Alok, Nirav and Devina. They entered the ‘party classroom’ only
after they had lit a traditional lamp placed outside. Apart from singing, dancing and ‘rangoli’-making, there were other contests, too

And as these pictures show, the children had a thoroughly enjoyable time. Prizes were given to the best three entries in every competition.
The judges, too, were asked to take part in a contest. And when it was time for them to receive prizes, the festive mood got the better of them

and they presented their prizes to the children. Delicious sweets and refreshments were served at the conclusion of the programme
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Few people are aware that Octo-
ber 16 is celebrated as “World

Food Day” throughout the world.
On that day, food exhibitions, quiz
contests, parties, presentations
and so on are arranged and every-
body has a great deal of fun.

When they learnt about it, the mem-
bers of the Rotaract Club of
Hinduja College decided to cel-
ebrate the day but in a very differ-
ent manner.

Keeping in mind the District Motto
of “Responsible Youth”, they
realised in the course of a discus-
sion that the residents of
Shepherd’s Home for the Aged led
a very drab, colourless existence.
They had only the basic necessi-
ties of life and their meals were
simple, frugal and boring.

Since the Club had tied up with the
home this year, the Rotaractors
decided to celebrate “World Food
Day” with the women of
Shepherd’s Home and to cook up
something different for them.
They felt that this would help them
to improve their relations with the
residents.

And so it was that they decided to
“cook up some great bonds” at the
Shepherd’s Home.

Vegetables and other food stuff were
purchased and a dozen Rotaractors
marched off to the Shepherd’s
Home to cook lunch and dinner
for 36 people.

They rolled out chapattis and then
got down to the main task of rus-
tling up a mixed vegetable dish, a
vegetable pulav and kadhi.

Interestingly, the Rotaractors said,
they had lots of fun cooking the
food, a feeling bolstered by the
realisation that they were doing it
for their friends. Having done their
good deed, they trooped back
home.

And promptly, on the next day, they
received a call from Shepherd’s
Home telling them that all the resi-
dents had relished their meals and
that they wished to thank them
for their kindness.

The Rotaractors believe that they
celebrated “World Food Day” in
the most appropriate manner and
that they were able to cook up
some great bonds on that day.

Well done, Hinduja. Keep it up.

Cooking up great bonds on ‘World Food Day’

The cauliflowers are cut, the carrots are ready. A Rotaractor from
Hinduja College helps prepare a meal at the Shepherd’s Home

Who doesn’t like stirring the pot? The students cooked two meals
for the 36 residents of the home for the aged on October 16

Here’s the dough and there’s more to go. The Hinduja Rotaractors
say that they enjoyed rolling out ‘chapattis’ for the senior citizens

Child mortality
rate drops

worldwide – but
India needs to
do much more

A  UNICEF study released re-
cently shows a drop in child

mortality worldwide.
Improved anti-malaria measures

and simple health practices have con-
tributed to the decline of child deaths
worldwide.

The study showed that an esti-
mated 8.8 million children under five
died in 2008 compared with 12.5
million in 1990 – a drop of 28% and
the lowest since record-keeping be-
gan in 1960, says UNICEF.

“These new figures underscore the
importance of the work that Rotary
does,” says Immediate Past R.I. Presi-
dent (2008-09) Dong Kurn Lee who
chose to focus on child mortality
during his term.

According to him, “the great ma-
jority of child deaths are preventable
and most of them can be prevented
with relatively inexpensive interven-
tions – something as simple as a wa-
ter filter, antibiotics or a trained birth
attendant”.

The UNICEF report attributed the
drop in child mortality largely to
health interventions such as immu-
nisations, vitamin A supplements,
improved prevention of mother-to-
child HIV/AIDS transmission and the
use of anti-malaria mosquito nets.

Although all regions of the
world have made progress, mil-
lions of children still die each year,
with 40% of these deaths occur-
ring in India, Nigeria and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Dong Kurn Lee’s emphasis on re-
ducing child mortality inspired Clubs
and Districts to initiate new projects
and to come together for two interna-
tional conferences devoted to the is-
sue.

In 2008, more than half of all World
Community Service health projects
focused on reducing child mortality,
involving medical clinics, health care
training and nutrition, according to
Rotary International’s ProjectLINK
database.

Here are a few examples of inno-
vative Rotary Club projects address-
ing child mortality:

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from Page 2)
“When we were able to find a home

and rescue him, a qualitative change
occurred in his life. Can a balance sheet
compute the value of that? And make
my NGO, both physically and finan-
cially, sound? That’s the acumen we
don’t have, we don’t know how to do
that. That is why I am appealing to
you for help.”

TWO:  Sponsor a centre in an ex-
isting home for the aged:

By sponsoring, say, a “chai-masti”
centre in an existing home for the aged,
it would be possible to champion the
recreational needs of the elderly. It
would cost about Rs. 15,000 per
month and allow 100 to 200 people to
have a good time.

THREE:  Offer ration supplies to
the poor among the aged:

Rather than feed 20 Brahmins on
someone’s death anniversary, it would
be better to offer ration supplies to
the poor among the aged in return for
little jobs they might do for the com-
munity. This would champion the
building of self-esteem among them.

FOUR: Offer a second career to
the elderly:

Savings made years ago were prov-
ing to be inadequate because of low
interest rates; hence many elderly per-
sons had no choice but to go back to
work. Offering gainful employment to
such experienced persons would cham-
pion their self-esteem.

“Can we initiate a joint project of
second careers for such persons? We
will do the counselling. Can we to-
gether locate jobs, say, as manager of a
co-operative housing society, or as an
accountant in your lawyer’s office?
Or any other supervisory/managerial
job that requires trust? Part-time or
full-time? They will never leave you.
They are not like the young who switch
jobs frequently.”

FIVE:  Sponsor picnics for the aged:
One of the best ways for loneliness

mitigation was arranging a picnic for
the elderly. A bus trip would cost
about Rs. 20,000 and would give the
elderly an opportunity to go out and
enjoy a picnic with like-minded
people. “Indulge them; break the
shackles of their loneliness.”

However, Dr. Srinivasan said, “the
biggest championing we need to do is
before the government – a government

that has no think-tank, a government
that does not realise what will happen
when suddenly, in 20 years’ time, there
won’t be an adequate number of young
people in the work force. What about
financial security? Who will take care
of the young and who will take care of
the old?”

The government’s insensitivity
could be gauged from some of the
provisions proposed in the new,
“draconian” tax code. For example,
the EET (exempt, exempt, tax) pro-
posal would affect senior citizens
the most. Under this, when a per-
son made an investment there was
no tax, but when the money was
withdrawn (by when that person
had become a senior citizen), it was
taxed heavily.

This would be a gross injustice by a
government that was not doing any-
thing (neither providing social secu-
rity nor making other provisions) for
the ageing population.

“The ageing in India need a cham-
pion. We need every one present here;
we need the entire Rotary Club to
champion the cause. You have already
chosen the cause by calling me here,”
Dr. Srinivasan concluded.

Answering questions, she told
Harshbeena Zaveri that matters of in-
ter-generational inequity, gaps in reso-
lution, conflict resolution (between
generations) and so on were dealt with
at the various workshops and sessions
conducted for senior citizens.

Trilochan Singh Sahney wondered
why there was no uniform age for iden-
tifying senior citizens in India. He
pointed out that France was moving

Why not sponsor a picnic for senior citizens? It will help
break the shackles of their loneliness, says Dr. Sheilu

Doing her utmost to make a
difference for the elderly

Here is a thumbnail sketch of the
myriad activities of Dr. Sheilu

Srinivasan and the Dignity Founda-
tion that she established some years
ago. She was introduced by Public
Awards Chairman Nelum Gidwani.

Dr. Sheilu did her Master’s in Psy-
chiatric Social Work from Madras
University and her Ph.D. in Sociol-
ogy from Bombay University.

After remaining occupied for some
time with educational publishing, she
ventured into her favourite subject,
care of the aged and the elderly.

Soon, she founded the Dignity
Foundation which has a series of off-
shoots that touch almost every as-
pect of life concerning the elderly.

Among them are the following:
Dignity Dialogue – a magazine for

productive ageing;
Dignity Second Careers – a place-

ment agency for able retired per-
sons desirous of working full-time
or part-time;

Dignity Companionship – meant
for lonely citizens;

Dignity Civic Service – in associa-
tion with the city’s municipal cor-
poration;

Security with Dignity ;
Dignity Helpline – a social support

system for elderly abuse (which
registers ten calls per day);

Dignity Lifestyle Township – a
township providing retirement
homes for the elderly at Neral at
the foothills of Matheran;

Dignity Home – for the disadvan-
taged poor at Mira Road; and

Dignity Computer Skills.
Apart from the above, the Dignity

Foundation is recognised as an agency
to issue official identity cards for the
elderly.

Dr. Srinivasan has spent many
years in this field and is a well-known
personality in government and NGO
circles for her work in care of the eld-
erly.

towards accepting 70 as the retirement
age.

Agreeing with him, Dr. Srinivasan
said that in most parts of the world,
those above 50 were said to be ageing.
In fact, the ten years between 50 and
60 were devoted to training them on
how to face the travails of ageing.

It was at this stage that she talked
about the American Association of
Retired Persons, the German Chan-
cellor Bismarck, the Indian Ministry
of Justice and Social Empowerment
(which said that its benchmark for the
elderly was 60 years), the Finance
Ministry (which insisted on 65 years
of age) and the politicians who asked
why they should retire at all.

“There is really no benchmark. We
need to have some age or some limita-
tions… and the earlier the better in a
poor country like ours… There is so
much of longevity that the moment
we reach 55, our life expectancy be-
comes 77. We are lobbying with the
government to have one uniform age
for people to be called senior citizens,
or ‘Dignitarians’.”

When Sitaram Shah suggested the
creation of models that would help
channel the four qualities described by
her in such a way that they would
benefit society, Dr. Srinivasan said she
would approach him for help to cre-
ate such a model.

At President Nandan’s prompting,
IPP Ashish Vaid said that the Club
had agreed to sponsor five rooms as
part of the expansion plans of an ex-
isting home for the aged at Ambarnath.

The vote of thanks was proposed
Pranay Vakil.

Answering questions. Dr. Sheilu Srinivasan takes questions at the end of
her talk. Others in the picture are (from right) President Nandan and

Nelum Gidwani
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Child mortality
rate drops

worldwide – but
India needs to
do much more

(Continued from Page 5)
(1) Rotary Clubs in Great Britain,

Ireland and Tanzania collaborated to
form “Rotarians Eliminating Malaria
in Tanzania”. The group used two
Matching Grants and one Health,
Hunger and Humanity Grant to pro-
vide more than 200,000 mosquito
nets to communities in and around
Arusha;

(2) To help improve maternal
health, members of the Rotary Clubs
of Bagé-Minuano, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil, and Jackson Hole Supper,
Wyoming, USA, are establishing a
centre to collect and redistribute
breast milk at a hospital in a low-
income area of Bagé;

(3) The Rotary Club of New Ma-
nila Heights, Quezon City, Philip-
pines, launched a project in 2007 to
treat 90 children under the age of 10
for tuberculosis. Headed by a
Rotarian physician, the effort pro-
vides medicine and distributes
food to the children.

“It’ s important to recognise the
progress we’ve made and how we’ve
made that progress; but we also need
to acknowledge that there is still a
great deal left to be done in the area of
child mortality – and that there is a
great deal that we as Rotarians can
and should be doing,” says Lee.

Are you a satisfied consumer?
If you have any grievance/

complaint against any
company/firm for defective

products/services, lodge your
complaint with CFBP

We shall try to help you in
redressing your grievances

Contact for details:
Council For Fair Business

Practices

Great Western Building,
130/132, S.B. Road,
Mumbai - 400023.

Tel.: 2288 5249 / 2284 2590
Fax: 2284 4783

E-Mail: cfbp@mtnl.net.in

The Interact Clubs sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Bombay

continue to do what they do best at
this time of the year – take part in
various inter-school activities and
start making a difference to some of
the people around them.

Here are brief reports from two
Interact Clubs.

The Interact Club of Scholar
High School

Members of this Club took active
part in the 9th annual inter-school
event styled “We Are The World
2009” that was arranged at St. Mary’s
School (ICSE), Mazgaon, by the
Rotaract Club of H.R. College on
September 20 and 21.

Described as an “international cul-
tural extravaganza”, it attracted over
1,800 participants from 20 schools,
as also 600 non-participants, 140
Club members and a number of ce-
lebrities and members of the consular
corps.

And among these 2,500-plus
people were 103 from Scholar High
School. While 63 students actually
participated in various events, the
remaining 40 were there only to cheer
and applaud the participants.

The children reported that they
found the atmosphere in the audito-

Interactors help their ‘helpers’ while singing
‘We Are The World’

rium to be absolutely electrifying and
the two-day programme extremely
well organised.

While some students from Scholar
took part in events such as sports,
dance, treasure hunts and debates and
acquitted themselves quite well, oth-
ers opted for the dance and National
Anthem recitation programme. A few
participated in the management games
and quiz contests.

Those who entered the treasure
hunt reached the final stages and
emerged among the top three. Even
in the fine arts competitions such as
drawing and model-making, the
Scholar children did well and received
a lot of appreciation.

The Interactors of Scholar, who
chose to represent Singapore in the
“Spectacular Strides” and “Parade”
events, did an admirable job of por-
traying various aspects of that
country’s social and cultural mores.

Amrit Jalan is the President and
Ms Veena Kaushik the Moderator of
this Interact Club.

The Interact Club of Sir J.J.
Girls’ High School

Club President Sailee Vernekar re-
ports that her Interactors have been
quite active during the first part of
the year.

One of the first activities was the
celebration of “Helpers’ Day” when
peons and other help employed by
the school were given due recogni-
tion.

The members made voluntary
contributions and helped collect vari-
ous gifts and items for presentation
to the helpers. The delegation of re-
sponsibility was done systemati-
cally.

Students of Std. V brought soaps;
those of the VIth brought toothpaste;
VIIth tea powder; VIIIth washing
soap; IXth A shampoo; IXth B
tootbrush; and Xth oil.

Secondly, lectures on health and
hygiene were arranged through the
courtesy of M/s Johnson & Johnson,
the well-known MNC.

Interestingly, the Interactors in-
vited the mothers of the students to
this programme; as a result, the audi-
ence comprised a sizeable number of
mothers and daughters.

Apart from the above, the Inter-
actors continued to carry out their
daily duties during the recess, viz.,
discipline and cleanliness of class-
rooms and the drinking water area.

Well done, Sailee and team. And
thanks to the Moderator, Ms
Ramani.



Happy Birthday
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OFFICE-BEARERS 2009/10

PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary TreasurerIshraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney

Spouses/Rotaryanns
Khorshed Mobedji

November 17
Jita Kapadia
November 18
Mona Nevatia
November 19
Priti Gupta

November 23

Dadabhai Patel
November 22

Ashok Advani
November 17

Akil Hirani
November 17

Pallavi Jha
November 17

Kiran Nanda
November 17

Nasser Munjee
November 18

Jagdish Malkani
November 20

Visiting Rotarians
(On October 27)

Bombay Cuffe Parade: PP
Darshana Doshi; Bombay East:
PDG Manibhai Doshi; Bombay
Harbour:  Mahesh Mathur; Bombay
Mid-T own: Naren Mohatta; Ma-
dras: Arun Bewoor; Seattle, USA:
Dharmesh Mehta.

Catching up with friends. Rotaryann Pankaja Taneja (right) snapped with
Director Rita Dalal at the last meeting

Another duo interacting after a long time. Anil Goyel (right) exchanges
notes with Partha Rakshit

A bespectacled trio. From left in this photograph are Dhananjaya Mehta,
Aziz Javeri and Harkin Chatlani

Welcome to our Club. Darabshaw Davar and PP Dr. Adi Dastur with
Visiting Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Bombay Seaface


