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Forthcoming
meetings
March 2, 2010

Mrs. Rajyalakshmi Rao, mem-
ber of the National Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission, to
speak on “Medical negligence”.

March 9, 2010
Dr. G. Madhavan Nair, ISRO

Chairman, to be honoured with the
PP Sohrab Godrej Award for Sci-
ence and Technology.

March 16, 2010
There will be no meeting of

the Club on account of a public
holiday.

And these are the winners. President Nandan Damani and PP Nalin Parikh
(right) present two key Public Awards at the last meeting. While Mrs. Chetna
Sinha (second from left) receives the Anita Parikh Award for Empowerment
of Women for 2009-2010, Mr. Milind Jadhav (centre) of Bharda New High
School bags the Somchand Parikh Award for Best Teacher. Nelum Gidwani,
Chairman of the Rotary Public Awards Committee, is at left (See Pages 6-7)

Public Awards for Best Teacher and a
champion of women’s empowerment

Two important Public Awards of
the Club were presented at the

last meeting. The first was given to
the Best Teacher for 2009-2010 and

the second to an outstanding woman
who charted a different course in life
and became a champion of economic
empowerment and advancement of
rural women through savings and lend-
ing, education, property rights and
social security initiatives.

Mr. Milind Mukund Jadhav of
Bharda New High School, who was
presented the Somchand Parikh
Award for Best Teacher by PP Nalin
Parikh and President Nandan Damani,
has four M.A. degrees – in History,
Hindi, Marathi and Education. An ex-
ceptional teacher, he has written sev-
eral books and articles and has been
associated with projects on HIV,
AIDS, eye care and donations and so
on.

Rotary Public Awards Chairman
Nelum Gidwani said while introduc-
ing Mr. Jadhav that the best teacher
was selected from the nominations
sent by 50 schools in the city. He
received a plaque and a cash award of
Rs. 15,000.

(Continued on Page 7)

Thousands of little ‘suns’ light up Talwada with solar power

Let there be light, solar light. Snapped at the HTEC after the formal inauguration of the solar power project are
(second picure, from left), Assistant Governor Anil Chopra, PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir, PP Kalpana Munshi, Akhtarali
Tobaccowala, PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani, President Nandan Damani, Director Nowroze Vazifdar and Vice-President

Paul George. At left, a solar-powered street lamp shows its power outside the Ajit Deshpande Medical CentreGrand fund-raising
‘Nite’ on April 16

The annual fund-raising drive of
the Rotary Club of Bombay

will be held on the night of Friday,
April 16, this year.

It will begin at 7.30 pm and the
venue will be Totes at Mahalaxmi.

Fund-Raising Committee Chair-
man Manoj Israni says, “We look
forward to your active participa-
tion and generous donations to this
annual fund-raising drive”.

Members are requested to note
the date – Friday, April 16 – and to
open their purse-strings to make
generous contributions to a wor-
thy cause.

As the sun was about to set over
the horizon in Talwada on the

evening of Saturday, February 20,
2010, thousands of little “suns” were
switched on.

These little “suns”, in the form of
crystal LEDs, emitted light that had
been stolen from the sun throughout
the day and stored in photo-voltaic
cells.

Lo and behold! The sun went down
but it was almost like daylight at a
few places in the sleepy little village.

Over one hundred tube lights and
ten street lights – all of them pow-
ered by solar energy – formed part of
the solar lighting project that was for-
mally inaugurated that evening.

Financed by the Global Warm-
ing Committee of the Indian Mer-
chants’ Chamber, the project (set
up at a cost of Rs. 3 lakhs) illumi-
nates the premises and the com-
pounds of both the hospitals run
by the Club in Talwada, viz., the
Hasanali Tobaccowala Eye Cen-
tr e and the Ajit Deshpande Medi-
cal Centre.

It provides uninterrupted clean,
renewable and sustainable power to
the hospitals and has become a real-
ity thanks to the efforts of Shailesh

Haribhakti, Ram Gandhi and the Club
Green Vision Committee Chairman
Jagdish Malkani working under the
guidance of Director Ramesh Nara-
yan.

A large contingent travelled from
Bombay for the inauguration which
turned out to be an illuminating expe-
rience for most of them.

(Continued on Page 2)
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The Green Vision Chairman explains. Jagdish Malkani describes the genesis of the solar-power project at Talwada to the attentive group that accompanied him for
the inauguration. In the centre, President Nandan thanks Jagdish, while at right PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani points out some of the salient features of the HTEC

Smiling his benign smile. A solar tube light is reflected in the portrait of the late PP Ajit Deshpande at the medical centre established in his memory at Talwada. And
then it was time to unveil the plaque on the outer wall of the premises; and to distribute sweets, a task that Mr. Eruch Irani (at right) handled exceedingly well

Two similar plaques. One at the HTEC, the other at the ADMC

THOUSANDS OF LITTLE ‘SUNS’  LIGHT  UP TALWADA
(Continued from Page 1)

Green Vision Chairman Jagdish
Malkani, who set the ball rolling, ex-
plained the genesis of the project in
brief and thanked Shailesh Haribhakti,
Ram Gandhi, the IMC, Ramesh

Narayan and others for their help and
assistance in implementing it.

President Nandan Damani, who
spoke next, thanked Jagdish and his
team for the quick implementation of
the project and for taking the trouble

of making repeated trips to Talwada
to oversee its execution.

PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani, the moving
force behind the Talwada eye centre,
recalled the time when the hospital
was visualised and finally established.

He also named some of the people
who had made handsome contribu-
tions to help establish it.

And then it was time to inaugurate
the new project. President Nandan
Damani requested PP Dr. Rahim
Muljiani to join him in unveiling the
commemorative plaque.

In turn, Dr. Rahim invited the other
Past (and future) Presidents present
on the occasion to join him. Thus,
Nandan, Dr. Rahim, IPP Ashish Vaid,
PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir, PP Kalpana
Munshi, Vice-President Paul George
and Nowroze Vazifdar (who will suc-
ceed him as President) stood together
for a photo opportunity at the end of
a simple inauguration ceremony.

Joining them were District Assis-
tant Governor Anil Chopra and the
doyen among donors, Akhtarali
Tobaccowala (who had made a hand-
some donation to have the eye centre
named in memory of his father,
Hasanali Tobaccowala).

(Continued on Page 3)
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At the last meeting
(Held on February 23, 2010)

PRESIDENT Nandan called the
meeting to order and welcomed

the guest speaker, the visiting Rot-
arians, Rotaryanns, guests and oth-
ers.

BIRTHDAYS
Members and Rotaryanns cel-

ebrating their birthday during the
week were felicitated.

ATTENDANCE
Members 107
Visiting Rotarians 3
Spouses/Rotaryanns 4
Guests 2
Total 116
Svc. box collection Rs. 10,450

(Continued from Page 2)
As soon as the solar project was

declared open, a box of sweets was
unwrapped and the Executive Secre-
tary, Mr. Eruch Irani, distributed
sweets to all those present.

The visiting group from Bombay
consisted of Chairman Jagdish
Malkani, Ashok Dalal, Parvesh Meh-
ra, Chetan Shukla, Shyyamniwas
Somani, Dilnavaz Variava and
Rotaryann Amita Malkani, apart from
those named above.

However, Dr. Rahim, Dr. Rumi and
Dr. S.A. Dave from the Rotary Club
of Bombay South had reached the
HTEC at Talwada earlier in order to
conduct their planned surgeries.

Mr. Kumaar Thakkar, MD of Belifal
Innovations, which installed the solar
power project, was also present along
with his assistant, Mr. Maunish Vyas.

After the formal inauguration of the
solar power project at the HTEC, the
group left for the Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre, located a few hun-
dred metres away as the crow flies.

Dr. Yadav, the resident doctor at the
ADMC, welcomed the team and
showed it around. Jagdish pointed out
the solar tube lights and explained how
the centre would save money in the
long run and also escape the repeated
power outages in the area.

As it was time to unveil the formal
plaque at the ADMC, once again
President Nandan invited his fellow
members to join him in the inaugura-
tion. Mr. Irani distributed some more
sweets – and then the solar street light
was switched on.

Although it was twilight time, the
solar street lamp emitted sufficient
light to demonstrate its luminosity.

Leaving the ADMC, the group
walked across to visit the site of the
organic farming project being overseen
by Dilnavaz Variava. She explained
some of the salient details of the project
and was confident that it would ben-
efit the local community.

A board said it was the site for the
“Rotary Club of Bombay Vocational
Training in Organic Farming”. Located
close to the Adivasi Ashramshala (hos-
tel) for boys and girls, it would benefit
from their tender, loving care.

At the meeting of Tuesday, Febru-
ary 23, President Nandan thanked PP
Dr. Rahim for the excellent arrange-
ments made for the members who vis-
ited Talwada.

He revealed that Dr. Rahim would
be happy to receive more members of
the Club along with their families if
they decided to go to Talwada on a
Fellowship trip. He had assured full
hospitality even to a large group.

Nandan requested members inter-
ested in a Fellowship visit to Talwada
to give their names to Mr. Eruch Irani
at the Rotary Secretariat.

What are we waiting for? Yes, for the keys to the kingdom of organic
farming. Chairperson Dilnavaz Variava (right) with members at the

Talwada pilot farm

Unlatching the gates to herald a new revolution. President Nandan Damani
opens the access gate to the organic farming plot near the Adivasi

Ashramshala at Talwada

And this is the actual site. Dilnavaz (hidden behind Paul George) explains
the idea behind the organic farming project to Kalpana, Ashish, Nandan

and the others

Watch out! Dangerous doctor on the prowl! IPP Ashish Vaid repeated the
prank he attempted last year (on Pradeep Saxena), on an unsuspecting

Kalpana Munshi in the dental department of the ADMC in Talwada.
Who’s going to be his patient next year?

Donations received
for projects

President Nandan Damani an-
nounced at the last meeting the

receipt of Rs. 1 lakh through the good
offices of Ramesh Narayan.

He said that Mr. Homi C.H. Bhabha
had donated Rs. 50,000 each through
two trusts; the Bai Alamai & Seth
Ardeshir Talati & Seth S.B. Mody
Trust; and the Ratanbai S. Hormusji
Kharshedji Bhabha Charity Trust.

This amount of Rs. 1 lakh would
go towards the solar energy programme
of the Green Vision and Environment
Committee.

Similarly, Hon. Secretary Shiv-
kumar Israni has donated a sum of Rs.
11,111 for the Bhavishya-Yaan project
on the occasion of his birthday. Anand
Dalal has also made a birthday dona-
tion of Rs. 10,000 towards the Bhavi-
shya-Yaan project.

Birthday donations

Jehangir Chagla and Dr. Sam
Mahaluxmivala have made birth-

day donations of Rs. 3,000 each.
Another birthday donation, of Rs.

1,001, has been received from Beheram
Dastoor.

Musical Fellowship

Are you ready for another musical
extravaganza?

The Fellowship Committee is
organising another programme to
showcase the hidden talent of Club
members and their spouses.

It is inviting members and spouses
to display their musical abilities at a
Fellowship to be held at the JOSS from
7.30 pm on Saturday, March 13.

Admission to members and their
spouses will be free of cost.

The Fellowship Committee says it
is arranging some “deadly” cocktails
and a delicious dinner.

Members interested in taking part
in this melodious night are requested
to contact Anand Dalal on
9820125087 or Vandana Daga on
9820295024. Their email ids are as
follows: anand_dalal@hotmail.com
and vandanamdaga@hotmail.com.
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LOTS OF FUN AND LOTS OF GAMES AT THE KHANDALA  FELLOWSHIP

When Ashok Jatia, IPP Ashish Vaid and Nanik Rupani invited members along with their families to a Fellowship at their bungalows in Khandala, the
response was overwhelming. As the pictures here show, those who made the trip had a rollicking time

The salubrious surroundings and the hilly terrain provided the perfect setting for those keen on restoring their links with nature. The straw hats dispensed
by the hosts played a crucial role in shielding the picnickers from a sun that was sometimes a wee bit harsh

Lining up as if they are about to participate in a march past or a roll call. And it appears as if they are being cheered for their smart turn-out. Satya Bansal
and Poonam Kumar (centre, right) seem to be leading the cheer brigade along with Ashok

That’s not fair! Abhinav Aggarwal joins Manoj Israni in censuring his spouse Nidhi, who seems to have grabbed something special from the brunch table.
At right, Mudit Jain prefers to be bold in the company of Madhusudan Daga and Nirav Shah

Taking it easy. Relaxing outdoors are Vijay Kumar Taparia, President Nandan, Devina Shah, Rachna Agarwal, Nirav and First Lady Shreelekha Damani.
And taking it easy indoors are, among others, Ratan Tankha and Girdharilal Vaid
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LOTS OF FUN AND LOTS OF GAMES AT THE KHANDALA  FELLOWSHIP

And just what kinds of games are they up to? They seem to be sucking at straws (not clutching at them). And at right each one of the participants holds on
to square pieces of cardboard as they wait for the game to be explained one more time

It’s time for lemons and spoons. The enthusiasm of the adults is so infectious that even the children are affected by it. But the adults have to carry a glass as
a ‘handicap’. At right, Ashish sends an SMS to the batsman to get out of Ajit Lalvani’s way

And she is the winner! Or is she the loser? It doesn’t matter either way, because the best part of a game is playing it, not winning or losing. At right, Anita,
even though she is blindfolded, is confident that she has got her man, PP Nalin Parikh

Staying in the shade and protecting themselves. Dr. Phiroze Soonawalla strikes up a conversation with Preeti Tankha in the first picture. At right, two
Rotaryanns are pampered by pedicurists as PP Kalpana Munshi and others look on

The dice is loaded in my favour. Fund-Raising Chairman Manoj Israni (under a straw hat in the foreground) prepares to collect funds as PP Sandip
Agarwalla looms large over him. At right, Anita, Kalpana and others go through what looks like a wall (news)paper
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She displayed just a slight trace of
remorse at being far from Bombay,

the mega-city where she was born,
brought up and educated; but she was
thrilled by the thought of being invited
to the Taj Mahal Hotel and felicitated
by the Rotary Club of Bombay.

That her child-like glee was genuine
and not fake became clear as she re-
vealed that her education (an M.A.
from Bombay University) had just not
prepared her to face the vicissitudes
of life. In actual fact, she completed
her education and acquired wisdom
from the largely illiterate women
whom she met in rural India.

Mrs. Chetna Gala Sinha, who was
presented with the Anita Parikh Award
for the Empowerment of Women by
PP Nalin Parikh and President Nandan
Damani at the last meeting, in the
course of her talk confessed that her
pride at being a “Bombay girl” was
blown to bits when she became a
farmer like her husband in rural Satara.

Driven by idealism (she was asso-
ciated with the JP movement of the
1970s), she went with rosy dreams of
changing the rural landscape and lead-
ing the poor away from darkness. Her
dreams died very young.

When the couple took its first har-
vest of onions (200 quintals) to the
market at Kolhapur, she went in the
truck that had been hired; she made
plans of all that she would do with the
money that the onions would fetch.

A bitter awakening awaited her
in the Kolhapur agricultural mar-
ket. The best price for the onions
was 20 paise per kg. She was
dumbstruck and cried on the way
back, realising that the money re-
ceived was enough only to pay the
rent for the truck.

Most of the farmers in the village
were in a similar situation, their woes

multiplied by the demands of shop-
owners who had given them seeds,
pesticides, fertilisers and other inputs
on credit. Now that the farmers had
sold their produce, they wanted their
money.

The farmers parted with whatever
they had earned and were told that
they would not be given any further
credit facilities. Even the banks turned
them away.

Mrs. Sinha said she was shocked
by this and recalled her childhood when
banks used to aggressively offer loans
to her father, who was a Kutchi busi-
nessman.

The experience forced her to think
of starting a financial institution for
the poor. That entailed several lessons
in red-tape, entrenched bureaucracy,
local politicians’ egos and other haz-
ards.

When the proposal for starting a
co-operative bank was prepared, all
the promoters were women and al-
most all of them appended their thumb
impressions because they were not lit-
erate. The project proposal was sub-
mitted to the Commissioner’s office
in the Co-operative Department and
to the Reserve Bank of India.

The application was rejected on the
ground that a majority of the mem-
bers were illiterate.

“I sat in an ST bus and cried when
I went back. We had worked for two
years and yet we could not get the
licence. But when I told the women
about it, they didn’t cry. They said,
‘So what? We will try again. We will
learn to read and write and will give
the application again’.

“I realised then that I am not
used to being denied. But they, the
village women, face denial every
day, so they are ready for it. We
applied again.”

This time, said Mrs. Sinha, the group
drew up a strategy. Aware that the
officers concerned were also quite sen-
sitive, a group of 15 women descended
on Bombay. The security guard would
not allow them in, but they convinced
him that they had an appointment.

Once inside, they told the officers
that they could calculate the interest
on any given principal amount and that
they could do it as quickly as the other
officers in the room provided they did
not use calculators.

To cut a long story short, the li-
cence to start the co-operative bank
was received in 1997 and the Mann-
deshi Mahila Bank Ltd. was inaugu-
rated. But another “lesson” was in
store as soon as the bank opened its
doors.

Mrs. Sinha expected women to
queue up for loans. But not a single
woman turned up. Later, she learnt
that the women were unsure about
making repayments if they took loans.
For, they had no salary or fixed in-

come. They were afraid that if they
defaulted in paying monthly instal-
ments, then the bank would confis-
cate their goods, their property and
so on.

And so it was decided that instead
of waiting for customers, it would be
better if the bank went out to its cus-
tomers.

“Therefore, Manndeshi does door-
step banking. We have a network of
agents who move around in the area,
reach the women wherever they are
working or doing business and the
women save small amounts like Rs. 5
or Rs. 10 every day. Some even save
just Re. 1 per day.”

Mrs. Sinha, who acknowledged the
presence of Ms Malini Thadani of
HSBC in the audience, said that HSBC
was assisting the bank in designing elec-
tronic passbooks for its customers.
The need for this had arisen because
of another typical example of chau-
vinism.

It was noted that most women were
not taking their passbooks home, pre-
ferring to keep them in the bank. The
reason was not difficult to fathom. The
women were afraid that if their hus-
bands saw the passbooks, they would
start demanding money.

“People in rural India know ex-
actly what they want. Since I am
fr om Bombay, it does not mean that
I (am smarter and that I) should be
advising them. They know what
they want and they also know what
they do not want.”

A woman named Nakusa ap-
proached the bank for a loan to repay
a moneylender. Intrigued by the name,
she asked her husband what it meant;
he told her that it could be that the
woman was an “unwanted” third or
fourth daughter of her parents.

It turned out that Nakusa was in-
deed the fifth daughter of her parents.
It had not mattered to them that she

would have to spend the rest of her
life being called “unwanted”.

From begging on the roads as a child,
Nakusa was now the proud owner of
property in her own name. Despite a
life full of “negatives”, the woman had
nursed certain aspirations and made
them come true.

Another case was that of a woman
who reared buffaloes and sold milk
for a living. She had taken a loan from
the bank and had repaid it. At the time
of repayment, she expressed a desire
to do something different.

She was given information about
several activities and chose to make
paper cups. She worked hard and set
up a little factory. Soon, she started
doing well and in 2005 she was cho-
sen to receive the Exemplary Woman
Award by the Confederation of In-
dian Industry.

Mrs. Sinha said this woman, with
little higher education, first travelled
to Bombay and then flew by air to
Delhi where she received the award
from the Prime Minister. When she
returned to the village, many women
stepped forward to say that they also
wanted to start a small business.

“And thus was born the Manndeshi
Udyogini business school. I purposely
don’t call it a vocational training school
because the women who take training
really start their business. It was inau-
gurated by Ms Naina Lal Kidwai and
it is sponsored by HSBC.”

One day, a young girl turned up at
this school saying that she had passed
the Seventh grade and wanted to work
for two months during her vacations.
Since there was no high school in the
village, she would have to trek a long
distance to another village to attend
class. If she worked for two months,
she would earn some money and buy
a bicycle so that she could go to the
neighbouring village and study in the
Eighth grade.

Thanks to illiterate women in rural India, this ‘Bombay girl’, armed with an M.A., completed her education and acquired some wisdom

The citation presented to
Mrs. Chetna Sinha

The Rotary Club of Bombay is
pleased to present the Anita

Parikh Award for Empowerment of
Women to Mrs. Chetna Sinha for
her significant contribution to social
change in some of the poorest areas
in rural India, for her outstanding
success in establishing a micro-en-
terprise development bank that
serves more than 86,000 customers
and 2,400 self-help groups, for her
pioneering work in setting up India’s
first business school for rural wo-
men, for making the name
Manndeshi synonymous with eco-
nomic empowerment and advance-
ment of rural women.

Sd/-
Nandan Damani

President
Rotary Club of Bombay,

2009-2010

The price of onions made her cry, as did the refusal by the authorities to grant
her a licence to start a co-operative bank for women. Mrs. Chetna Sinha

speaks at the last meeting on ‘Women and micro-enterprises’
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Thanks to illiterate women in rural India, this ‘Bombay girl’, armed with an M.A., completed her education and acquired some wisdom
“She worked for two months and

Manndeshi Bank gave her a bicycle. I
then realised that the girl knew where
she wanted to go and also how to get a
bicycle. From that day, we decided
that Manndeshi Bank will provide
bicycles for girls to go to school.

“Today, more than 3,700 girls
have received bicycles. The girls
aspire so much; they look forward
to higher education… so Mann-
deshi Udyogini does such prog-
rammes. It’s a learning experience
for us; it teaches us how to empower
women.

“These women are not in a poor or
vulnerable situation. They are very
clear; they know what they want –
they want to own property and they
want to own households.”

Mrs. Sinha said one of the self-help
groups in a nearby village decided to
have all property in the women’s
names. Once they received the back-
ing of the village, the Manndeshi Bank
decided that women from that village
would not have to pay any interest if
they availed of loans because they
were the owners of households.

Interestingly, in that year (when the
women got household property in
their names), that particular village
paid the highest property taxes!

Summing up her talk, Mrs. Sinha
said she sometimes wondered whether
the activities she had described were
placing additional responsibilities on
women and doubling their workload.
Ideally, it was better if men shared the
work.

“We give many awards – to men
who give education to their daughters
and to men who share property with
their wives.

“When working with women we
find them ready to come forward
and work; as for men, they want to
be felicitated and appreciated.
That’s the difference,” she con-
cluded.

Answering questions, Mrs. Sinha
said that people in rural India were
empowering themselves without gov-
ernment programmes and subsidies
and were changing their lives with the
help of technology.

When a member of a nomadic tribe
approached the bank for a loan to buy
a cellphone, the branch manager
thought that she wanted it for her hus-
band or for her son. But she said that
she reared sheep and goats and that
she would migrate to distant places
for about four months.

During that time, she would leave
her children with her in-laws. A
cellphone would enable her to stay in
touch with her children and inquire
about their well being. That was a re-
vealing experience for the bank. She
also suggested that it was time the
business school started a class on how
to use a cellphone.

“Even Nokia would not have
thought how women in rural India were
using technology to empower them-
selves.”

Sitaram Shah asked about the reac-
tions and the behaviour of men to-
wards empowered women.

Mrs. Sinha said that in rural India
there were different hierarchies such
as caste which had not gone away.
Even within families, women had a
different position.

On the day before the inauguration
of the bank, the local political leaders
who were not happy with the idea of
a women’s co-operative bank kept
mumbling that the women had gone
crazy. To humiliate them, they gave
some money to a local and told him to
drink and create a scene.

That man drank and kept
screaming all evening on the roads,
against Manndeshi and against
women. “It was a very shrewd way
of trying to reduce the confidence
of women.”

It was also true that the male mem-
bers in a family felt uncomfortable
when the women took leadership po-
sitions and had their own money. She
advised all such women to have pa-
tience and to face the situation; over
time, the men would change their atti-
tudes.

“But then even the men in rural
India are not getting anything…
apart from the status of being males.
The life of men in rural India is
also quite bad. There is no work,
there are no jobs; agriculture is not
productive, it’s not profitable.

“Having control on finance makes
things different for women. They are
recognised in the family because they

are recognised outside by Manndeshi
Bank. Some of our women are invited
to give talks, some get awards… if
they get recognition in society, then
their family also respects them.

“Our strategy is that they should be
respected in public, they should get an
opportunity of leadership (not politi-
cal, but otherwise), then their family
respects them,” Mrs. Sinha added.

(Continued from Page 1)
Making a brief speech in Hindi,

Mr. Jadhav (below) said he taught
Hindi and Marathi at the school and
thanked the Rotary Club of Bom-
bay for honouring him.

Public Awards for Best Teacher and a
champion of women’s empowerment

The second award, the Anita
Parikh Award for the Empower-
ment of Women for 2009-2010, was
presented to Ms Chetna Gala
Sinha, Founder and Chairperson of

Manndeshi Mahila Bank Ltd.,
Mhaswad, Satara, and the
Manndeshi Udyogini business
school. The award consisted of a
silver salver and a citation.

Nelum said that Mrs. Sinha had
an M.A. from the University of
Bombay and was a World Fellow
of Yale University, USA, in 2002.

An economist, farmer and activ-
ist, she worked for social change in
the poorest and most drought-
stricken areas of rural India. The
Manndeshi Mahila Bank Ltd., a
micro-finance enterprise develop-
ment bank, catered mainly to poor
women with an average income of
less than a dollar a day, that is, less
than Rs. 46 per day.

She had also established the
Manndeshi Udyogini business
school and the Mann Vikas Samajik
Sanstha, an NGO working for rural
women.
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PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary TreasurerIshraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney
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Happy Birthday

Jaidev Merchant
March 2

Pradeep Saxena
March 3

Shivendu Aggarwal
March 6

N. Venkatram
March 6

Spouses/Rotaryanns
Zainub Lokhandwala

March 2
Mr. Sanjay Jha

March 3
Sushila Joshi

March 5
Emma Lalvani

March 7

Mohsin Contractor
March 8

I’m sure many others will follow your example. Sajini Kishinchand, District
Chairperson for World Understanding and Peace, who attended the meeting
of February 23, interacts with Manoj Israni who has donated Rs. 15 lakhs as

sponsorship for the Club’s fund-raising programme to be held at Totes,
Mahalaxmi, on April 16

Happy Rotary Day. President Nandan Damani presents a memento to Sajini
Kishinchand, District Chairperson for World Understanding and Peace, at
the meeting of February 23. It was on this day in 1905 that a momentous

meeting was arranged in Chicago by Paul Harris which ultimately led to the
formation of the Rotary movement

Welcome to the Rotary Club of Bombay. President Nandan Damani ex-
changes banners at the last meeting with Bhogi Sheth, a Visiting Rotarian

from the Rotary Club of Memphis, Tennessee, USA

Business delegation to
visit Israel

The Indian Merchants’ Chamber
proposes to take a high-level

business delegation on a six-day visit
to Israel from May 8. It has invited
members of the Rotary Club of
Bombay to join the team.

Apart from meetings with business
persons and chambers in Israel, it will
have an official interaction with the
country’s Minister for Trade, Indus-
try and Labour and other key offi-
cials.

The visit, styled “Shalom Israel”,
will provide an opportunity for trade
and investment between the two
countries and foster partnerships and
collaborations.

A full-day tour of Israel’s innova-
tive environmental technologies and
solutions will be a special feature of
the visit, according to PP Gul
Kripalani, who is the President of the
Indian Merchants’ Chamber.


