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A President’s tenure lasts just 365 days, but it’s a marathon, nevertheless. A marathon of service, of dedication and
of commitment. PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir (left) and President Nandan Damani flank President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
(behind the banner) at the beginning of the Mumbai Marathon on January 17. The Club took part in the event for

the first time by registering 28 participants. Report and more photographs on Page 5

Ray Klinginsmith, Rotary International President-Elect for 2010-2011,
addresses District Governors-Elect at the 2010 International Assembly and

announces the Theme for his year as President

END OF
POLIO

WITHIN
SIGHT?

You’re almost there! This was the
message that re-porter Penny

LeGate gave to District Governors-
Elect during the 2010 International
Assembly while giving an update on
Rotary’s efforts to eradicate polio.

LeGate, a news anchor and re-
porter for KIRO-TV in Seattle, Wash-
ington, USA, has travelled with
Rotarians to countries such as Ethio-
pia and India to participate in and
report on National Immunization
Days (NIDs).

“At this time in history, you’re in
the home stretch, you’re walking the
last mile, but it’s not proving to be
easy,” she said during the fourth ple-
nary session of the Assembly which
was held in San Diego, California,
USA, from January 18 to 24.

Turn to Page 2

This is the R.I. Theme for 2010-2011
‘Building Communities – Bridging Continents’

Forthcoming
meetings

February 2, 2010
Mr. Pradip Shah, Chairman,

IndAsia Fund Advisors Pvt. Ltd.,
to address the Club.

February 9, 2010
A talk by Mr. Sandeep Waslekar

on “The impact of terrorism on the
world economy”

February 16, 2010
Dr. Poornima Advani to speak

on “Crime against women”.

After taking the stage to the tune
of California, Here I Come, Ro-

tary International President-Elect Ray
Klinginsmith announced the 2010-
2011 R.I. Theme – Building Com-
munities – Bridging Continents –
during the opening plenary session
of the 2010 International Assembly
which was held in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, USA, from January 18 to 24.

Ray said he arrived at the Theme
after reviewing the Themes of years
past and noticing that only a few of
them spoke to non-Rotarians.

“As a result, I decided to search
for a briefly stated Theme that would
fulfil two objectives: first, to explain
Rotary to non-Rotarians, and second,
to validate our work for Rotarians.

“The words I have selected to de-
scribe Rotary’s current mission and
to highlight our achievements are
what we do best: Building Com-
munities – Bridging Continents.”

The President-Elect described
how his 50 years of Rotary experi-
ence had contributed to his focus on
communities at home and abroad.

For example, as a Rotary Foun-
dation Ambassadorial Scholar

Ray had studied for a year in
South Africa, becoming the first
student from his small town of
Unionville, Missouri, USA, to
study abroad.

The timing of the Theme an-
nouncement, which took place in the
evening, was a break in tradition from
past Assemblies and a reflection of
Ray’s willingness to embrace change.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Is the end
of polio
within
sight?

You’re almost there! This was
the message that reporter

Penny LeGate gave to District
Governors-Elect during the 2010
International Assembly in an up-
date on Rotary’s efforts to eradi-
cate polio.

LeGate, a news anchor and re-
porter for KIRO-TV in Seattle,
Washington, USA, has travelled
with Rotarians to countries such
as Ethiopia and India to partici-
pate in and report on National Im-
munization Days (NIDs).

“At this time in histor y, you’re
in the home stretch, you’re walk-
ing the last mile, but it’s not prov-
ing to be easy,” she said during
the fourth plenary session of the
Assembly.

Since 1985, when Rotary
launched PolioPlus, the volunteer
arm of the global partnership to
eradicate polio, the number of
polio-endemic countries has de-
clined from 125 to 4 – Afghani-
stan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan
– and the number of new polio
cases each year has been reduced
from 350,000 to 2,000.

Security problems, political in-
stability and poor infrastructure
and sanitation continue to pose
challenges to eradicating the dis-
ease, said LeGate.

But political negotiations and
new technology have helped
Rotarians rise to meet these chal-
lenges. In Pakistan, medical teams
send text messages to people in
remote villages to notify them of
upcoming NIDs. In Afghanistan,
“Days of Tranquillity” have been
declared so that vaccine can be
delivered at less risk to health
workers and recipients.

She also emphasised the im-
portance of Rotary’s international
reputation and its ability to gain
the confidence of philanthropic
organisations such as the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation which
has given Rotary two challenge
grants totalling $355 million.

“As a reporter, I’ve loved tell-
ing your story,” LeGate pro-
fessed. “I’m hooked.”

The R.I. Theme for 2010-2011
‘Building Communities –

Bridging Continents’

(Continued on Page 2)
He encouraged District Governors-

Elect (DGEs) to re-examine tradi-
tional procedures that were no longer
best practices and to begin new tradi-
tions where appropriate.

He also paid homage to Rotarians
of the past who had helped raise
Rotary to a place of prominence on
the world stage. He urged the DGEs
to meet the Past R.I. Presidents and
other former officers attending the
Assembly to deepen their connection
to Rotary’s past.

“I love it,” said DGE Robert Mar-
tin of District 5020 (British Colum-
bia, Canada; Washington, USA). “I’m
going to be promoting Rotary pride
in our District next year and Build-
ing Communities – Bridging Con-
tinents is something we can all be
proud of.”

GLIMPSES FROM THE INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY

A group of Mexican Rotarians enthralled the gathering while dancing in their traditional attire. (Right) Yet another
group of Rotarians in traditional costumes takes part in the International Festival Talent Night at the International

Assembly which was held in San Diego, California

‘Balle! Balle! From South Asia to USA!’ Rotarians from India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka won a lot of fans when they
demonstrated a medley of traditional folk dances during the International Festival Talent Night. (Right) Seattle news
anchor Penny LeGate tells incoming District Governors that they are ‘almost there’ in the effort to eradicate polio

Ray Klinginsmith, Rotary International President-Elect for 2010-2011, addresses Future Vision Pilot District
leaders at the 2010 International Assembly, held in San Diego, California, from January 18 to 24. (Right) R.I.

General Secretary Ed Futa gives the ‘local forecast’ during the announcements section of the sixth plenary session
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He has been variously described
as an advertising professional, a

photographer, a writer and a farmer.
But Ramesh Narayan is quite clear
that his first love is writing.

“I would have opted for a career in
journalism but in the early 1980’s jour-
nalism was not really a paying career
and advertising seemed to be a fasci-
nating place to be in. And since I
wanted to write, copywriting seemed
to be a good option.”

In the course of a 23-year stint
during which he founded and ran an
advertising agency called Canco Ad-
vertising, Ramesh occupied almost
every leadership position in the ad-
vertising industry – including Presi-
dent of the Advertising Agencies As-
sociation of India and the Advertis-
ing Club, Bombay; he also repre-
sented the industry in international
professional associations.

But he did not lose touch with jour-
nalism and wrote regular columns in
Mid-Day, The Indian Express, The
Sunday Observer, DNA, Business
India and The Hindu Business Line.

After bagging a slew of creative and
other awards, Ramesh decided to
wind up his advertising agency in
2006 at the age of 50 “to keep a prom-
ise he had made to himself”.

Since then he has been running an
organic farm off Bangalore, doing
some communication consultancy,

In praise of excellence. Ramesh, recognised as the brain behind
‘Bhavishya-Yaan’, chats with Mr. Deepak Parekh, Honorary member of
the Club and one of those who saw quite early the intrinsic worth of the

‘Bhavishya-Yaan’ project

He shut down his advertising agency when he was 50 and turned into a farmer-cum-photographer-cum-writer.
Ramesh Narayan, at extreme left in this picture, caught with his family – (from right) wife Devi, mother Seetha and

son Ishan

Meet
Your

Fellow
Rotarian

Ramesh Narayan was done with the ad world at 50
The brain behind ‘Bhavishya-Yaan’, he
knows his priorities and sticks to them

Register now
for the District

Conference
This is the last and final call to

register for the Rotary Interna-
tional District 3140 Conference, to
be held at the Renaissance Hotel in
Powai on February 6 and 7, 2010.

Members are requested to contact
the Club Secretariat and fill the requi-
site forms.

Being hosted by the Rotary Club
of Deonar, which is the District
Governor’s Club, it is poised to be an
outstanding event. And the hosts are
making every effort to make it a grand
success.

District Governor Raju Subra-
manian has appealed to members of
the Rotary Club of Bombay, which
is referred to as the leading Club of
the District, to register in large num-
bers for the Conference.

writing columns and actively associ-
ating with many good causes.

“I’m lucky I can devote all my time
to my hobbies, my passions and my
family,” he says.

The first thing he did after with-
drawing from the hectic pace of the
advertising industry was to write a
book, “Reflections: The Marketing
and Advertising World Around Me”,
which was critically acclaimed.

He retains his contacts with the
advertising industry and is still on
the managing committee of the Inter-
national Advertising Industry.

Recently, he drove what has been
hailed as the largest public service
campaign attempted by the advertis-

ing industry in India to raise aware-
ness and money for Dr. Rajendra
Pachauri’s Lighting a Billion Lives
project.

Ramesh is married to Devi, an
American citizen who grew up in the
USA, did her electrical engineering
from the University of Pennsylvania
and who has a Masters’ in Engineer-
ing. She worked in the avionics in-
dustry in the USA and with Tata
Consultancy Services after she mar-
ried Ramesh and moved to India, be-
fore deciding to devote herself to the
joys of motherhood.

They have a son, Ishan, who is
studying in Campion School and will
shortly appear for his 10th standard
exams. “Devi and I need a well-earned
holiday after that” says Ramesh,
tongue firmly in cheek.

An avid shutterbug who is also
smitten by wanderlust, Ramesh car-
ries his camera along whenever he trav-
els and records what he calls “fleet-
ing images” which are compiled into
an annual calendar and sent to his
friends every year. This personalised
greeting has been his hobby for more
that 18 years now.

Incidentally, Ramesh used his pho-
tographic skills to hold a widely-ac-
claimed exhibition in aid of an NGO
called Alert India. He holds the land-
scapes of Maui in Hawaii and the
lunarscapes of Mansarovar in Tibet
as the most vivid images his lens has
been privileged to capture.

A member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Rotary Club of Bombay,
Ramesh takes active interest in Com-

munity Service activities and is a
member of the Education, Public
Awards and Bulletin Committees.

Not many members have regis-
tered the fact that Ramesh Narayan
is the brain behind the pioneering
Bhavishya-Yaan project which is help-
ing change the lives of children from
less privileged backgrounds and
studying at the ill-kempt municipal
schools in the city of Bombay.

Ramesh has his heart in the right
place, he knows his priorities and he
sticks to them.
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‘MANORANJAN MELA’ – A SPECIAL EVENT FOR CHALLENGED CHILDREN

The young members of the Rotaract Club of H.R. College took the lead in organising the popular annual event – the ‘Manoranjan Mela, a fun fair for the
physically and mentally challenged, at Bal Bhavan, Chowpatty, on January 8. They arranged a large number of events for the entertainment of the children

including swings, carousels, nine pins, tattoos and so on

Among the highlights was a magic show. Some children were even called on stage to take part in the items that being presented. The children got into the
mood of the event and sang and danced to their hearts’ content. Joining the Rotaractors were the Committees for Child Care, led by PP Kalpana Munshi, and

for the Differently Abled, led by Shyyamniwas Somani

Kalpana herself led the children in a group number and they sang along with her. More than 500 children from various institutes for special children, their
teachers, Rotaractors, Rotarians and others participated in the programme. As they were leaving at the end of the programme, several parents thanked Rotary

and the Rotaractors for organising such an event for their children

Kalpana’s Committee also organised a programme at the Family Service Centre Balwadi in the Colaba slums on January 14 in collaboration with the
Rotaract Club of H.R. College. It was a fun event for 30 little children and featured poetry recitation, story-telling, distribution of crayons and drawing books,

cakes and sweets and blankets, too. Naresh Jain and Shyyamniwas Somani were also present
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At least three Committees of the Club got to-
gether to promote participation in the Mumbai

Marathon which is fast becoming an important fix-
ture in the world’s calendar of sporting events. The
Fellowship, Education For All (Bhavishya-Yaan)
and HTEC Committees promoted the involvement
of members and oversaw other arrangements.

It was for the first time that the Rotary Club of
Bombay took part as a registered NGO in the
Marathon which was run on Sunday, January 17.

A total of 28 participants sported official chest
numbers. They pinned these on to their T-shirts
which bore the name of the Club. Of these 28, 16
were members and spouses while nine were non-
Rotarian friends of Rotary.

Three of the 28 ran the Half-Marathon. They
were Alok Sekhsaria and non-members Mr. Ashish
Barwale and Mr. Rajesh Pai.

Those who took part in the “Dream Run” (of six
km.) were President Nandan Damani, IPP Ashish
Vaid, President-Elect Pradeep Saxena, PP Dr. Rumi
Jehangir, Hon. Joint Secretary Nirav Shah and Di-
rector Nowroze Vazifdar.

Others in this section were Rotaryann Vandana
Daga, Vikram and Gauri Daiya, Jagdish Malkani,
Arin and her spouse Percy Master, Bimal Mehta,
Hariprasad Nevatia and Priyasri Patodia.

The non-Rotarians in the “Dream Run” were
Pragya Barwale, Raju Barwale, Shirish Barwale,
Sushma Barwale, Aban Deohans, Jennifer
Disawalla, Percy Kaikodad, Xenobia Kaikodad and
Vivan Malkani.

Fellowship Chairman Madhusudan Daga said it
was a proud moment as members gathered around
President Nandan Damani beneath a banner of the
Club before the start of the event.

And here is what Arin Master (who was an en-
thusiastic participant along with her spouse Percy
and friends) had to say about her experience of the
Mumbai Marathon:

We gathered near Gate No. 1 at Azad Maidan and
were raring to go by 8.30. The ever-enthusiastic
Nirav made us pose for photographs and then we
proceeded to the holding bay for entry to the
Dream Run.

With several groups going the same way, there were
more than 20,000 headed for Gates A, B and C.
We followed the Standard Chartered group, who
were the main sponsors, and on the dot of 9.10
we were on our way.

Holding the banner of the Rotary Club of Bombay
high for all to see, we marched past the podium at
CST where many celebrities, including the Sheriff
of Mumbai, (Dr.) Indu Shahani, waved us through.

There was a carnival-like atmosphere and several
television crews were recording our progress as
we moved towards Flora Fountain on the first leg
of the Dream Run. Encouraged by cheering spec-
tators and radio jockeys of various stations who
were broadcasting live, we marched to Marine
Drive.

It was great fun along the way talking to people
representing different NGOs and highlighting their
commitment to various social causes. The young
and old citizens of the city showed their enthusi-
asm and commitment towards causes dear to their
heart.

Approaching the Trident (Oberoi) for the turn-
around, we were pleasantly surprised to see the

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOMBAY RUNS THE MARA THON
staff and guests of the hotel come out on the
streets to cheer the participants. Huge enthusias-
tic crowds greeted and encouraged us all along
Marine Drive as we approached the Princess
Street flyover. The Naval band treated us to some
lively music.

By then fatigue had set in; most participants found
the flyover crowded and the climb slow. Coming
down the flyover, we were on the final lap of the
Dream Run.

It was with great relief and with a sense of having
completed a commitment that we ended our
Dream Run at Gate No. 3 of Azad Maidan.

The lasting impression of the Marathon is that of a
great carnival-like event, full of fun and frolic. We
look forward to the next Marathon and hope it
will be an even bigger success.

 Alok Sekhsaria, was the only member of the
Club who actually ran the Half-Marathon. The

two others who ran were non-members

The rise of a new dawn. President Nandan Damani and his fellow Rotarians gathered at the Azad
Maidan well in time for the Mumbai Marathon on January 17. Holding aloft a banner, they wore chest

numbers and sported T-shirts with the name of the Club emblazoned on them

Three Committees of the Club got together to promote participation in the Mumbai Marathon and a
total of 28 registrations were received. In the first picture is Arin Master who came with a group of

friends, seen with her and her spouse Percy in the second

As they went past the podium set up at CST station and as they held up the Club banner high for all to
see, the Club’s participants were waved through by the Sheriff of Mumbai, their fellow member

(Dr.) Indu Shahani.At left is Priyasri Patodia and at right Vandana Madhusudan Daga
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FULL  PAGE
ADVERTISEMENT

OF
GODREJ AEROSPACE
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Editorial Consultant: Anmol
Purohit, Sajjan Sons, 203/204
Triveni, Mith Chowki, Marve
Road, Malad (West), Mumbai
400064. Cell: 09322227026;
Home: 022-28890712.
E-Mail: anmolsp@gmail.com

Corrigendum
The report on Page 1 of The Gate-

way dated January 19, 2010, about
the third annual golf tournament of
the Club referred to the newly-insti-
tuted trophy as the “Moy Biswas
Golf Trophy”. The new trophy was
incorrectly identified. It is called the
“Rotary Club of Bombay Golf Tro-
phy Instituted by the Biswas Fam-
ily”. We regret the error. – Editor

NOTEBOOKS DISTRIBUTED AT TWO SCHOOLS

One thousand notebooks were presented to 250 children of the Vidhyamandir Girl’s Night School (Wadala) at a
function arranged by the Wadala RCC. Chairman Sunny Pariyaram was joined by the Headmistress, Ms Sangeeta

Kadam, teachers and staff at the distribution on Friday, January 15. Sunny made a brief speech in which he
stressed on the basic values and principles of life. The students heard him with rapt attention

At another function just an hour later, 1,000 notebooks were distributed to 235 students of the Ahilya Vidhya
Mandir School, Kala Chowki. Apart from Sunny, Mr. Vidhyadhar Rane, President of the Sewree RCC, which

arranged the programme, and Mr. S. K. Shetty, General Secretary of the BPT Employees’ Union, also delivered
motivational speeches. Both programmes were coordinated by the Club’s social worker, Mr. N.G. Sawant

Towards building
a solar India

From the Global Warming/
(District Thrust) Green Vision

Committee:
Chairman Jagdish Malkani
Contributed by Kiran Nanda

The solar lighting project at the
two Talwada hospitals and

adjoining roads is being excellently
managed by the Rotary Club of
Bombay with the support of the
Indian Merchants’ Chamber and
is a unique socio-economic ini-
tiative. It is a perfect model of
inclusive growth.

Interestingly, the project is in
sync with the recently-launch
Jawaharlal Nehru Solar Mission
of the government of India. Its
objective is as follows:

“India to be the world leader in
solar energy through policies con-
ducive to diffusion of solar en-
ergy throughout the country.”

Here are some interesting facts:
RRRRR India to have 6,000 megawatts
of solar energy by the year 2017
and 20,000 mw by 2022. The
intention is to drive down costs
through a rapid scale-up of ca-
pacity;
RRRRR  This Solar Mission will help
curb India’s dependence on coal.
The bulk of the capacity will be
put up by the private sector;
RRRRR  The target of this Mission is
higher than the target of 4,000 mw
of solar power by 2017 envis-
aged in the Solar Mission docu-
ment;
RRRRR An effort will be made to bring
about a solar revolution in the
country on the lines of the mo-
bile telephony revolution in terms
of drastic reduction in costs;
RRRRR  The Mission aims to deploy
20 million solar lighting systems
for rural areas by the year 2022.
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OFFICE-BEARERS 2009/10

PRESIDENT NANDAN DAMANI
Imm. Past PresidentAshish Vaid
President-Elect Pradeep Saxena
Vice-President Paul George
Honorary SecretaryShivkumar Israni
Joint Hon. SecretaryNirav Shah
Honorary Treasurer Ishraq Contractor

DIRECTORS
Roda Billimoria Vikram Daiya
Rita Dalal S.K. Mitra
Ramesh Narayan Suhail Nathani
Pranay Vakil Nowroze Vazifdar
CLUB SERVICE – New Members
Pradeep Saxena to oversee
Director Rita Dalal
Classifications PP Dr. Adi Dastur
Membership PP Sandip Agarwalla
Member. Dev. & DisConPaul George
Information & AssimilationPP Harry Singh Arora
CLUB SERVICE – Fellowship/Meetings
Director Pranay Vakil
Fellowship & SportsMadhusudan Daga
Programme Nanik Rupani
Sergeant-at-Arms Bipin Kapadia
Attendance Arvind Agarwal
Bulletin & Website PP Arun Sanghi
Public Relations Manojj Patodia
COMMUNITY SERVICE – I: Medical
Director Nowroze Vazifdar
Chairman Emeritus,
Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
HTEC, Talwada Dr. Mitul Patel
Ajit Deshpande
Medical Centre PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir
Oral Health Dr. Sorab Javeri
Control of TB Dr. Rohini Chowgule
Hepatitis & Polio Immu. Ashwin Didwania
Heart Brigade Dr. Anand Somaya
Cancer Aid Farokh Balsara
COMMUNITY SERVICE – II: Non-Medical
Director Ramesh Narayan
RCC Sunny Pariyaram
Global Warming/(Dist.
Thrust) Green Vision Jagdish Malkani
Differently Abled
(Dist. Thrust) Shyyamniwas Somani
Old Age Home/
Senior Citizens Naresh Kumar Jain
Women EmpowermentPoonam Lalvani
Welfare of Animals Framroze Mehta
COMMUNITY SERVICE – III: Youth
Paul George to oversee
Director Vikram Daiya
Interact Mehul Sampat
Rotaract Deepak Kapadia
Night Study/Voc.
Training Centres Jacob Abraham
COMMUNITY SERVICE – IV: Education
Director Roda Billimoria
Educational Loans
and Scholarships Arjun Jolly
Management EducationPoonam Kumar
Education – Values &
Ethics (Dist.Thrust)Alok Sekhsaria
TEAC Junior CollegeIPP Ashish Vaid
VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Director Suhail Nathani
Rotary Public AwardsNelum Gidwani
Legal Aid Akil Hirani
Four-Way Test Subash Gogia
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE/DISTRICT THRUST
Director S.K. Mitra
R.I. Programmes PP Rajnikant Reshamwala
Rotary Foundation PP Arvind Jolly
Fund-Raising Manoj Israni
Promotion of Arts,
Music and Dance Priyasri Patodia
Disha (Dist.Thrust) PP Kalpana Munshi
Water Management
(R.I. and Dist. Thrust)Suresh Goklaney
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Happy Birthday

Kekoo Gandhy
February 2

(Dr.) Dashrath
Mahadevia
February 2

Mukul Dalal
February 3

Madhusudan
Daga

February 4

Spouses/
Rotaryanns

Nirmala Banaji
February 2

Sangeeta Mansharamani
February 4

Erzaan Patel
February 6

Zarine Davar
February 7

Honey Harish
February 7

PP Jamshed
Guzder

February 5

Dr. Hoshung
Mobedji

February 5

Dr. Anand Shah
February 8

He Profits
Most Who
Serves Best

Horsing around. Rotaractors of H.R. College entertain residents of the home
for the aged at Khareghat Colony at a special Christmas Party for them

Can you sing at a slightly higher pitch? Among those who can be spotted are
Komal Israni, Shyyamniwas Somani, PP Kalpana Munshi and Naresh Jain

And this carry bag is especially for you. Senior Citizens Committee Chairman
Naresh Kumar Jain offers a bag to one of the oldest residents of the home


