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The Voice of the Actual Indian

From the President’s Desk
Dear friends,
We are a little over a month into the
Rotary Year. And what a month it has
been.
Ananda Yaan our new Elder Day
Care Centre has been launched. The
media embraced it warmly. The kind
of mainstream media attention it has
garnered has seldom been seen in Rotary circles. This in
itself goes to fulfil the other objective of projecting the
good work Rotary does in a powerful manner. At the Byculla
Centre of Ananda Yaan, Co Chair Chris Bluemel, and
Committee members Poonam Lalvani and Devi coordinated
with Rotaractors to have young students tie Rakhis to the
elders there, signifying the undying bonds between the
young and the young at heart. Collaborating with the NM
Medical Centre at the RCB Cotton Green Medical Centre,
diabetes tests were done on 50 elders at the Byculla Ananda
Yaan Centre.
This is inter-Committee cooperation at work. A classic
case where the needs of one Committee are met by the
resources of another. And the result is an optimization of
the work our Club can do. May I request other Committees
to also actively explore how they can collaborate with one
another and spread the Rotary spirit far and wide.
Bhavishya Yaan celebrated its Annual Day where the
wonderful students who have fared so well were felicitated
by a rather impressive turnout of Rotarians, senior media
people, donors and of course film actor Gulshan Grover.
In its eighth year now, this program has truly done Rotary
proud. Academic impact, confidence and poise, value
systems, as far as students are concerned. Involvement
and participation as far as Rotarians and Rotary partners
are concerned. And great profile, as far as the the Club is
concerned. Every which way, it has been a win-win situation.
And so we head toward the fund raiser event where Shankar
Mahadevan will be live in concert for Bhavishya Yaan on
23rd August at the Tata Theatre. I look forward to your very
active participation in this event.
And may I thank Ramesh Mehta and his family for the warm
fellowship they provided us.

O

ur Tuesday meeting was bustling with energy
and chatter when the call to take one’s seat
was announced. Perhaps this only paralleled
the noise that our speaker, Faye D’Souza from the
newly-inaugurated TV news channel Mirror Now,
would discuss during her speech: With all the noise
and clamor that surrounds Indian media, and news
especially, why does our nation need yet another news
channel to add to the cacophony?
“It’s true, India has a lot of news channels… And at any
given point, they’re all doing the same thing,” D’Souza
stated. Describing Indian news as a “food court where
everybody is serving Punjabi food,” she highlighted
the lack of options that audiences have when looking
for news sources; it seems as if one turns on the TV
Sundar Raman the ace sports administrator

Today’s Speaker and management expert speaks on the Role
of Sports in Business and nation-building.
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these days to only hear the shrill
screams of “intellectual” debate
after debate running behind Target
Rating Points and advertising
revenue.
Nonetheless, choosing to focus on
why it was important for D’Souza
herself to begin such a channel,
rather than Times Network’s
business intentions, the journalist
began with a memory that may
have struck a chord with those in
the audience - The 2014 General
Elections.
“In 2014, as a country, we were
feeling something. We had all
[voted] in large numbers and we
felt good about the decision that
we had made,” she said. “Because
we had voted for development.
We voted for a better quality of
life, roads, nicer schools…” The list
goes on. But most importantly, “we
Rtn. Zinia Lawyer on the Scholarship
Committee’s Progress

At the beginning of our weekly
meeting, Zinia Lawyer, the Chairman
of the Scholarship Committee,
announced the progress of the
committee thus far. With a budget
of 25 lakhs, they are looking at
helping the students from the Club’s
Bhavishya Yaan program, and have
already received applications from
the top students at multiple schools
around Mumbai.
The committee is hoping that this
initiative will relieve the deep and
disheartening effects of poverty
through funding educational
opportunities; a great act of
leadership by our rotarians!
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acknowledged
and realised
the potential
of being the
youngest
country in the
world - and we
said doubledigit growth.”
Along the way,
however, “the
conversation
changed.” From discussing growth
and development, elections were
fought over religion, caste, and
language instead. “Somehow, all
of the politics from 20 years ago
were suddenly relevant again,”
D’Souza claimed. “What happened
to double-digit growth?”
D’Souza then asked a question
that may have been familiar to
those of us who recently travelled
abroad. No matter what facet
of development we may have
encountered in a foreign country an efficient metro system, potholefree roads, or a cashless economy we were likely to have asked, “Why
don’t we have this [at home]?”
This may seem, to some, antinationalist. It is, of course, quite
effortless to criticise our nation’s
lack of development (undoubtedly
with a certain sense of remorse).
“But how many more years are
we going to spend asking [that]
question?” She challenged.
She then expanded upon our
sentiments toward “nationalism,”
the double-edged sword that
seems to cloud our news stories
and controversies. “Nationalism
is as shallow as a teacup; we are
measured not by our college
degrees, experiences, or what
we contribute to society, but by
our nationalism.” She used our
advertising industry as an indicator
of nationalism’s influence on our
citizens. From “Make-in-India”
conservatives like Patanjali to

companies like Kajaria Ceramics,
they all want in on the sellability
of patriotism. “Right now, it is such
a brilliant and easy low-hanging
fruit, to bottle nationalism and sell
whatever you want.” It could be said
that Indian consumers are now so
blinded by the love they hold for
their country that they are no longer
able to see the layered and multidimensional way in which India’s
policies affect our lives today.
Therefore, D’Souza stated that
she believes India needs another
news channel because “it’s time
to ask the right questions.” From
IT and Engineering students
laundering money through fake
online websites to drug peddlers
in our schools, there are dangerous
legislation failures occurring right
under our noses - we are just too
consumed by our patriotism to
notice. “If we are going to become
the country of the future and leave
something better for our children,”
she said, we have to formulate
the correct questions, ask them at
the right time, to the right people.
“In that food court that is serving
Punjabi - and some of it is 20 years
old, so it could give you food
poisoning - someone needs to
come in and serve what is needed
today.”
“There’s room to challenge the way
things are done, which is why we
don’t do politics,” D’Souza remarked,
drawing attention to her everfamous slogan. “I will cover policy.”
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“When they decide gay people
cannot donate blood, if there’s
a building that’s collapsed in
Ghatkopar out of sheer corruption
and people have died, if we have
drugs coming into our schools these are all problems,” she said.
However, most news channels
fail to report these stories due
to their own individual political
biases. In order to tackle this issue,
Mirror Now hires journalists that
have “zero political background,”
D’Souza affirmed.
She also dismissed our nation’s
contemporary label system. In
the past, someone may have
been referred to by their caste,
but today, we are labelled by our
political affiliations; congi, rightwing, uptown. “You can’t ask a
question in this country without
being branded one of those
things,” the journalist stated.
Continuing, she presented us with
a rather comical caricature of our
present hierarchy of labels. “We
all learnt how important the caste
system is and why it had to be
eradicated. Right now, this is the
caste system: Nationalist, cow…
And then everybody else.” As the
room erupted with giggles all
around, D’Souza displayed why
this ranking, though humorous, is
incredibly problematic. “There’s
[imperative] policy waiting to be
passed, but the government has

had the time to pass
a cow bill [instead],”
she asserted.
“We are in a country
that’s toying with
our emotions,”
she explained,
“they’re strumming
our sentiment
and offending
Rotaractors of H R. College with President Rtn. Ramesh Narayan
our intelligence
and Guest Speaker Ms. Faye D' Souza
on a daily basis.”
At a certain point,
it’s important for the intelligent
we should all love our country.
people in the room to take a stand But nationalism should not be as
for themselves and their country,
a yardstick for how good or bad
rather than stepping aside and
I am. Let’s be nationalist and ask
watching from afar. Only then
how many starving children we
can we live in a country “where
saved, how many new schools we
we have accountability, where we
built, how many new hospital beds
have purpose,” said D’Souza.
we supplied,” she replied.
“That’s why I believe we launched
this channel,” she continued. “In
this food court, we will actually
give you something that is good.
We will not put it on air unless
we are convinced that it is good.
This, I believe, is the voice of the
actual Indian; it is not political,
this is just what the average Indian
wants. And all we’re going to do is
just ask questions - and have the
audience decide for themselves,”
she inspiringly orated.
Apparently, that was what our
rotarians had in mind as well. After
displaying a few short clips that
summarised exactly
what Mirrow Now is
all about, D’Souza was
asked a few questions
by curious audience
members.

Rtn. Dr.Rohini Chowgule behind the mike asking a
question as Rtn. Dr. Shailesh Raina awaits his turn
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Firstly, when asked to
clarify her problems with
nationalism, D’Souza
simplified her thoughts
on the issue. “There’s
nothing wrong with
nationalism, I believe

Next, she was asked if she
personally ever tries to close the
cases she reports on her news
channel, to which she responded,
“it’s something that we’ve started
doing. We get petitions signed
and we forward them to the
ministries involved. We’re trying,
we haven’t achieved as much as
I would have liked to achieve.”
From issues such as child lock
buttons in cars to taxation on
cigarettes, D’Souza and Mirror
Now have focused on trying to
make journalism an initiativedriven force for positive change,
as she explained.
Thus, as Mirror Now begins its
metamorphosis of the news
channel world, Faye D’Souza
remains at the helm of this
new era of journalism. With
enough grit, determination, and
accountability, Mirror Now and its
anchors are nowhere but glorybound, ready to blast the voice
of every Indian on our nation’s
loudspeaker.
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RCB Launches an Elder Day Care Centre - Ananda Yaan

T

he Rotary Club of Bombay
(RCB), launched its first
Elder Day Care Centre for
the underprivileged, “Ananda
Yaan” (Mission to Happiness),
in collaboration with Dignity
Foundation at Byculla on 21st July.
As the time to start the first day of
the Ananda Yaan day care centre
came close by, senior citizens
from the area started trickling in
and within the first half hour there
were close to 50 older adults who
came in. The session began with
a round of introductions by all the
members.
The first structured session was
the “wheel of life”. The wheel
of life helps one to consider
each area of their life in turn

and assess what's off
balance. It also helps
to identify areas that
need more attention.
All the members were
given the wheel of
life diagram and were
asked to mark those
areas that are taking
a lot of their time and
those areas that need
their attention.

Guest of Honour Neena Kulkarni unveils Ananda Yaan’s
banner

This was followed by a
yoga session that was thoroughly
enjoyed by all the members. Yoga
for senior citizens helps them to
stretch their muscles and also
strengthen them and helps them
to increase their blood circulation
and concentration / memory.

is the first two such centres the
Rotary Club of Bombay intends
launching in Mumbai. The second
one would be at Dadar. There is
a great need for such initiatives.
It is terrible to be old and poor in
Mumbai. The sheer pressure on
space results in our elders being

Since it was the birthday of a
member and also the
first day of the centre,
"There is a great
a small celebration
was held to conclude
need for such
the day. Members
initiatives. It is
sang songs to wish
terrible to be
the member and
old and poor in
distributed sweets
Mumbai."
amongst themselves.
Guest of Honour Neena Kulkarni expresses her
pleasure to be present for AY's inaugration

President RCB Ramesh
Narayan said, “This

Ananda Yaan inauguration performance by the elders from the
neighbourhood
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– President Ramesh Narayan
President Ramesh Narayan welcomes
the new members

Seen in the audience are Rtns. Ravi Fotedar, Arun Mehta, PP Nalin Parikh
and Vijay Jatia with Addl. Commissioner of Police S. Jaykumar
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"We want to
encourage people
in the local
community to
take advantage of
this free medical
facility."

We are well on
the way to our
"Mission to
Happiness."
– Rtn. Alok Sekhsaria
Rtn. Alok Sekhsaria addresses the
audience

treated very shabbily. We want
to ensure that in the evening of
their lives, the poor elders get a
few hours of happiness. This is our
objective,” he added.
Alok Sekhraria said, “We
are happy to have Dignity
Foundation, a pioneer in elder
care managing this Ananda Yaan
Centre. We intend to provide

– Rtn. Christopher Bluemel
Rtn. Christopher Bluemel interacts with AY members

the underprivileged elders with a
nutritious drink, board games and
a place to meet other people like
them.
There would be much singing
and laughter organised, along
with health check-ups, and some
entertaining visits. We are well
on the way to our “Mission to
Happiness.”

(From L to R) Rtns. Ashok Jatia, Framroze Mehta, Ajit Lalvani, Preeti
Mehta, Manish Reshamwala and Alok Sekhsaria

Guest of Honour Neena Kulkarni with the new members of Ananda Yaan
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Christopher Bluemel added,
“The Rotary Club of has a full
fledged medical centre at Cotton
Green, that is close by. We want
to encourage people in the local
community to take advantage of
this free medical facility, which
has a dentist, an optometrist,
a diagnostic counter and a
Homeopathy clinic run by
Dr. Batra’s.

(From L to R) Rtn. Mudit Jain, Rtn. Ashok Jatia and Rtn. Poonam Lalvani

(From L to R) Rtn. Alok Sekhsaria, Sheelu Srinivasan of Dignity Foundation,
President Ramesh Narayan, Rtn. Manish Reshamwala, Rtn. Christopher
Bluemel and Rotaryanne First Lady Devi Narayan

August 8, 2017

5

Mainstream media focus on Rotary Project

Hindustan Times

Saam TV

Lokmatt

Lokasatta

Indian Express

Sakal
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Nose, Sip & Savour - In Camera Coverage
The In Camera Committee hosts a fabulous meeting on
appreciating fine malt whiskies with Keshav Prakash Founder
of The Vault at Rtn. Rekha Tanna’s residence on July 20th

Forthcoming Events
• August 15th 2017
No meeting.
• August 17th 2017
In Camera “Understanding the art
by M.F. Husain” by Dr. Madhuvanti
Ghose, hosted by Vrinda Rajgarhia
at 6:30pm
• August 18th 2017
Parsi Nite

• August 22nd 2017
Extra Ordinary General Meeting.
Please note this is a closed door
meeting. No guests and visitors
would be allowed.
• August 23rd 2017
Shankar Mahadevan live in concert
for Bhavishya Yaan, at the Tata
Theatre.
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ROTARY CLUB OFFICERS
Trustees 2017-18
Rtn. Dr. Rahim Muljiani
Rtn. Arvind Jolly
Rtn. Arun Sanghi
Rtn. Dr. Adi Dastur
OFFICE-BEARERS 2017-18
President

Ramesh Narayan

Immediate Past President

Dr. Mukesh Batra

President-Elect

Vijay Kumar Jatia

President Nominee

Preeti Mehta

Honorary Secretary

Manish Reshamwala

Joint Hon. Secretary

Bimal Mehta

Hon. Treasurer

Shiv Kumar Israni

DIRECTOR: Vijay Kumar Jatia
Classifications, Membership
& Information (CMI)
PP Nowroze Vazifdar
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)

Ishraq Contractor

DIRECTOR: Mudit Jain
Fellowship

PP Sandip Agarwalla

Outstation Fellowship

Anar Shah

Assimilation

Jamshed Vakharia

Sergeant-at-arms

Roda Billimoria

In-camera

Rekha Tanna

I

#throwbacktuesday

ntroducing the social
media posting trend
with the hashtag
“throwback” usually
on a Thursday to
reminisce about a
past event. We are
changing it around a
bit for our print version
to #throwbacktuesday.
Here we have this
contribution by Rtn.
Nirav Shah from our
18th July meeting with
guest speaker Anuj
Rakyan.
Send in your entries
and get featured!

DIRECTOR: Pradeep Chinai
Fund raising

Vineet Bhatnagar

Programs

Poornima Advani

Social Media & Website

Mehul Sampat

Sports

Jamshyd Vazifdar

Birthdays & Anniversary Greetings

DIRECTOR: Ashok Jatia
Bhavishya Yaan

Satyan Israni

Legal Aid

Natasha Treasurywala

Skill Development

Pradeep Gupta

Scholarships

Zinia Lawyer

Rotary Public Awards

Shernaz Vakil

Rtn. Priyanka Doctor Rtn. Hormazdiyaar Vakil
8th August
8th August

Rtn. Dr. Sorab Javeri
10th August

PP Rtn. Nowroze Vazifdar Rtn. Venkat Ramaswany
12th August
11th August

Rtn. Jayesh Jhaveri
14th August

DIRECTOR: Tara Deshpande
Chairman Emeritus Talwada PP Dr. Rahim Muljiani
ADMC

Dr. Mehernosh Dotivala

HTEC

PP Dr. Rumi Jehangir

Yoga

Sitaram Shah

Cancer Aid

Farokh Balsara

RCB Clinic - Cotton Green Manoj Patodia
DIRECTOR: Madhusudan Daga
Animal Welfare

Bipin Vazirani

Environment

Rajesh Shah

Urban Conservation

Rohan Dalal

Nutrition

PP Dr. Zerxis Umrigar
DIRECTOR: Ravindra Fotedar

Water Resources

Vineet Suchanti

Senior Citizen

PP Ashish Vaid

Women’s Empowerment

Framroze Mehta

DIRECTOR: Homi Katgara
The Rotary Foundation

PDG Gulam Vahanvaty

Youth Exchange Programs Peter Born
DIRECTOR : Anuj Arenja
Interact

Prakriti Poddar

Rotaract

Murad Currawala

Young-at-Heart

PP Rajnikant Reshamwala

DIRECTOR : Preeti Mehta
District Thrust Area

Deepak Kapadia

District Coordinator

PP Pradeep Saxena

Regd. No. MCS/091/2015-17; R.N.I No. 14015/60. WP P
License No. MR/TECH/WPP-89/South 2015

Email : rotaryclubbombay1@gmail.com
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Rtn. Dr. Shailesh Raina Rtn. Sunny Pariyaram
15th August
17th August

Rtn. Pradeep Gujarathi
20th August

PP Rtn. Rajnikant
Reshamwala
20th August

Rtn. Girdharilal Vaid
21st August

Partners
8th August
		
9th August
10th August 11th August 12th August 13th August 		
		
		
		
14th August 15th August 		

Ptn. Samira Merchant
Ptn. Dr. Rajani Daftary
Ptn. Sunita Saxena
Ptn. Mayuri Sekhsaria
Ptn. Amita Haribhakti
Ptn. Vera Umrigar
Ptn. Shalina Advani
Ptn. Kulsum Jamal
Ptn. Mrudula Biswas
Ptn. Aradhana Mehta
Ptn. Minal Vaghani
Ptn. Rinku Suchanti
Ptn. Sangita Advani
Ptn. Ketayun Irani

18th August 19th August 		
		
20th August 		
		
21st August 		

Anniversaries
14th August - PP Rtn. Harry Sing & Ptn. Biba Arora

Printed and published by President Rtn. Ramesh
Narayan on behalf of Rotary Club of Bombay, and
printed at: Indigo Press, Plot No.1C/716, Off Dadoji
Konddeo Cross Road, Between Sussex and Retiwala
Ind. Estate, Byculla (E), Mumbai 400027.
Ph: 23705200 /01/ 02 / 03.
Email: indigopress@gmail.com.

Mr. Ranjit Shahani
Mr. Daniel Tennebaum
Ptn. Jyoti Doshi
Ptn. Sujata Vaswani
Ptn. Soni Israni
Ptn. Ruby Patch
Ptn. Navaz Pochkhanwalla
Ptn. Irma Chinai
Ptn. Parul Ichhaporia

Statistics for last week's meeting
Rotary Club Bombay Members
Partners
Visiting Rotarians
Guests
Rotractors
Total attendance
Community Service Box Collection

131
03
01
04
07
146
` 2,150/-
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